STORY OF IDOL WORSHIP IN INDIA 

(Spirituality to Materiality) 



By: Bharat Somal 









STORY OF IDOL WORKSHOP IN INDIA 


(Spirituality to Materiality) 


By: Bharat Somal 




Table of Contents 


1. The beginning of Idol Worship and the reasons behind the beginning 

2. The Ancient Reason behind Idol Worship 

3. Vedic Era and Idol Worship 

4. Idol Worship and Anthropomorphism 

5. Idol Worship and Polytheism 

6. Idol worship and the era of the Ramayana 

7. Idol Worship and Mahabharata 

8. Idol Worship and the Ancient Era 

9. Idol Worship and the Muslim Era-Part 1 

10. Idol Worship and the Muslim Era-Part 2 

11. Idol Worship and present Reformation Era 

12. The Impact of Idol-worship on Human life 

13. Idol Worship and Yoga 

14. Review of Doubts on Idol Worship 

15. Methods of Worship 


Chapter 1 


The beginning of Idol Worship and the reasons 

behind the beginning 


It is difficult to say when and where idol worship began in different parts of the 
world, but as far as India is concerned, all historians and philosophers, Eastern or 
Western, are of the opinion that it took birth in the Jain-Buddhist era. Hindu 
Sectarians might not agree with this opinion, but unbiased independent thinkers 
are unanimous regarding this subject. Therefore, as far as historical discovery is 
concerned, the commencement does not fall before the Jain-Buddhist era. 
Remember that Idols can be found thousands of years back, but it does not mean 
that idol worship was prevalent from thousands or m illi ons of years as decors 
can be made at any time since humans came on planet. 

The birth of Buddha is said to have taken place 600 years before Christ. Mahavir 
Swami, the promoter of the Jain religion of today, was a contemporary of 
Mahatma Buddha. Idol worship does not find any mention in the teachings of 
Mahatma Buddha. He attained Nirvana at the age of 80. After his death, in his 
memory, his disciples collected his hair, teeth and bones and made mausoleums 
on them. It is quite possible that after some time passed these remains begun to 
be worshipped, as a result of ignorance and delusion. As time passed, idols of 
Buddha were constructed over these mausoleums and they began to be 
worshipped all over. It is not unnatural for this development in the idol worship 
in the Buddhism to have taken a few centuries. It is possible that even Jainism 
did not have a place for idol worship in the beginning and that too began slowly 
like in Buddhism. Therefore, the beginning of idol worship is decided to have 
taken place a few centuries after the birth of Mahatma Buddha. 

Idol worship was not prevalent in our country in the pre-Buddhism era, the travel 
accounts of Fa Hien and Hiuen Tsang being the strongest historical evidences for 
the same. Fa Hien travelled this country in 400 B.C. He says that Buddhism had 
fully spread in Kabul in those times and there were 500 Buddhist Monasteries. 
He had seen three thousand Buddhist monks in Mathura and Buddhism was 



prevalent over there. All the kings of the Rajputana were followers of Buddhism. 
He saw monasteries everywhere on which lakhs of rupees had been spent. After 
visiting all the places, he reached Patna where he saw the idol of Buddha for the 
first time in the Buddhist associations. He writes: 

“On the eighth day of the second month, a procession of the idols is carried out 
every year. People build a chariot with four wheels on this occasion and decorate 
it with bamboo embellishments. They place a pole in the center which resembles 
the trident, is 22 feet or greater in height and looks like a temple. Then they 
cover it with white velvet and paint it with bright colors. Then idols of gods are 
made in in gold and silver and decorated with silver, gold and glass and 
established in silk tents. Notches are made on all four corners of the chariot and 
all of them have idols of Buddha with a Bodhisattva serving him. Twenty such 
chariots are built. A lot of celibates and householders gather on this occasion. 
When they offer flowers and incense sticks instruments are played and acts are 
performed. The Shramans come for worship. The Buddhists enter the city one by 
one and stay there. The place is lighted all night. There is music, games, prayers 
etc.” 

He visited Rajgrah, Kashi, Kaushambi and Champa, the capital of Eastern Bihar, 
from here. But he did not see any Hindu temple at the pilgrimage sites. He saw 
Buddhist organizations everywhere. He saw 24 of them in Tamarapalli. At the 
end he left for Sinhala in a ship. 

It is clear from the aforementioned description that idol worship was not 
omnipresent even among the Buddhists at the time when Fa Hien travelled. The 
countless Hindu gods and goddesses and their temples as they are now had not 
even come into existence. In this way, the time of Fa Hien’s journey can be 
called as the beginning of the era of non-controversial idol worship. 

Hiuen Tsang, another Chinese traveler, came to India around two hundred years 
after Fa Hien. He came to his country via silk route, Samarkand, and Balkh. This 
traveler reached India in the year 640. 

He found Jalalabad a prosperous city full of Buddhists. He saw five Hindu 
temples which had 100 worshippers. He saw thousand Buddhist monasteries 
devastated in Kandahar and Peshawar and a hundred Hindu temples. 

He has provided a description of Shiladitya, the king of Malwa, who was the son 
of Vikramaditya. Vikram had insulted a Buddhist monk names Manotrhit and 
accused him of partiality but Shiladitya had called him and honored him. The 



traveler saw on a hill near the town of Paulush, an idol of goddess Durga made 
out of blue stone. He saw all, the rich and the poor worshiping this idol. There 
was a temple of Lord Shiva under the hill where a lot of saints who applied 
cinder used to reside. 

Fa Hien had seen Buddhism at its pinnacle in Kabul and Chaman two hundred 
years ago, whereas Hiuen Tsang found monasteries uprooted and ten Hindu 
temples at the same place. He saw Jains worship Mahavir in Takshashila and 
Kashmir. Kashmir was still dominated by Buddhists and Kanishka, who was a 
Buddhist, ruled over there at that time. He called a congregation with the 
intention of improving the conditions of Buddhists and gave birth to the 
Mahayana community. He has also described in his travel accounts Mihirkul, the 
king of Punjab who had ordered the killing of the Buddhist monks of the five 
sections and had destroyed the royal family of Kandahar after winning it. He 
destroyed Buddhist monasteries, stupas and monks and ordered the killing of 
three lakh Buddhists on the banks of Sindh. 

Buddhism was still prevalent in Mathura. He saw 20 monasteries and two 
thousand monks who prayed there. 

He had heard of the praise for the Ganges (river Ganga) which was popular for 
washing sins away. He also saw a temple in Hardwar where big miracles took 
place. ‘Hari ki Pauri’ had been constructed in stone by that time and 
significance of taking a bath over there had become popular by then. 

Kannauj was the famous capital of the Gupta rulers at that time. He saw Hindus 
and Buddhists in harmony over here. He saw 100 monasteries and 10 thousand 
monks over here. He also found 200 Hindu temples and thousands of 
worshippers. He also happened to meet the Buddhist ruler Shiladitya, the second 
over there. He had gotten established a human like idol of Buddha made of gold 
on a 200 feet high tower situated on the eastern banks of the river Ganga. 

He writes while describing the place - “He (Shiladitya) used to feed the 
Buddhist monks and Hindu Brahmans for the three months of the spring season. 
The entire place from the monastery to the palace used to be full of tents and 
small tents for the artists. A small idol of Buddha used to be kept on top of a well 
decorated elephant and Shiladitya, adorned like lord Indra, used to be on the left 
side of the idol. On the right used to move the king of Kaamroop in the security 
of five hundred war elephants. The kind used to throw around pearls. Flowers of 
gold and silver and other precious items. The idol was bathed and Shiladitya 
himself carried it on his shoulders till the western tower. He then adorned it with 



silk garments and ornaments embedded with gemstones. Thereafter there were 
meals and a discussed of the scriptures.” 

Hiuen Tsang saw 10 Buddhist monasteries and 300 monks and a lot of Hindus in 
Ayodhya. He saw a domination of Hindus in Prayag and saw hundreds of people 
dying at the confluence of Ganga-Yamuna longing for the pleasures of heaven. 
He says that there was a tall pillar in the middle of the river which people would 
climb and view the setting sun. He also found Hindu domination in Shravasti, 
Kaushambi and Kashi. He saw 30 monasteries and 300 monks as opposed to 100 
temples and 10 thousand priests in Kashi. Only the worship of lord Shiva was 
prevalent over here. There was a brass idol of Lord Shiva, 100 feet high, whose 
expression was so serious and magnificent as if it were alive. He had seen a 
human like idol of Buddha also over there. 

He found Buddhist monasteries in a dilapidated state in Vaishali. A lot of Hindu 
temples had come up over there. 50 monasteries and ten thousand monks were 
seen in Magadha. The Hindus too had ten temples here. Patliputra had been 
completely devastated by then. He saw thousands of homes of Brahmans in 
Gaya. This traveler had seen the unprecedented splendor of Bihar and the Bodhi 
tree of Gaya. He writes- 

“This is 260-270 feet tall and has a beautiful work of embroidery on it. There are 
idols made from pearls at some places whereas others have idols of sages and 
gods. There is a beautiful Indian gooseberry flower of brass on all the four sides. 
There is a huge palace monastery nearby which was built by the king of Lanka. 
It has 6 walls and towers which are three segments high. This is surrounded by a 
30-40 feet high boundary walls. This has heavy sculptures in stone. There are 
golden and silver idols of Buddha embedded with gemstones. A huge fair of 
Buddhists takes place in the monsoon here. Lakhs of people come and celebrate 
day and night.” 

He stayed with the king of Kaamroop at the Nalanda University for a few days. 
There he had talked to eminent scholars. Buddhist monasteries and Hindu 
temples were equally present in Munger, Eastern Bihar and Northern Bengal. 
From here, he travelled to Assam, Manipur, Sylhet etc. where a lot of Hindu 
temples had come up and the Buddhists had been wiped away to a significant 
extent. He did not see even one monastery over here. 

He saw monasteries here and there in the state of Tamaralipt near the present city 
of Midnapur. He found both Buddhists and Hindus in Murshidabad. He had seen 
100 monasteries and 10 thousand monks in Orissa. The famous Jagganath 



temple of Puri had not come into existence by then but 10 Hindu temples had 
been built there. Buddhists considered this place as the only place to protect 
them. The Jagannath procession is carried out in Puri even today as per the 
traditions of the Buddhists. Buddhism was not prevalent in the kingdom of 
Kalinga but both Hinduism and Buddhism were equally prevalent in Barar. 
Popular sage Ascetic used to live here. 20 monasteries and 30 temples were seen 
in Andhra Pradesh. The Buddhists were extremely influential in the Dravidian 
country. There were 100 monasteries and 10 thousand monks here. Buddhists 
and Hindus were equal in the Malabar. He did not himself visit Lanka but he has 
written that there were 100 Buddhist monasteries and 20 thousand monks in 
Lanka. He saw numerous Buddhist monasteries and the famous Ajanta caves in 
Maharashtra. There was a 70 feet tall idol of Buddha here. He saw 100 
monasteries and temples each in Malwa. He saw in Kutch, Gujarat and Sindh the 
decline of Buddhists and rise of the idol worshipping Hindus everywhere. 

This travel account of Hiuen Tsang, like that of Fa Hien, is another bonafide, 
unbiased proof of the history of idol worship. The time of Fa Hien’s travel was 
that of the celebration of Buddhism and the beginning of idol worship, whereas 
when Hiuen Tsang travelled Buddhism had degraded to a large extent and the 
ancient religion of Hinduism, in its current form, had been established. This era 
is termed as the struggle period for Buddhism and the ancient religion. Idol 
worship had become prevalent among Hindus also as a result of imitating the 
Buddhists and hundreds of Hindu temples had been built. 

Some scholars opine that idol worship first began in Jainism and Buddhists 
learnt it from Jains, and Hindus in turn obtained it from the Buddhists and the 
Jains. It is possible that this was the case. But our intention here is just to prove 
that the idol worship, as it exists in Hinduism today, is a blessing of the 
Buddhism-Jainism era, and that it has got to do nothing with the ancient Arya 
religion. 

The Persian word “but” which is clearly a derived from “Buddha” also proves 
that the first idol which was worshipped or came in contact with the citizens was 
that of Buddha, not just in India but also in countries like Iran. As a result, “but” 
began to be interchangeably used in place of idol in the Persian language. 
Therefore, the word “but” also proves that idol worship began with the idol of 
Buddha and idol worship gradually became prevalent in all the places where 
Buddhism spread. 

Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru, in his book ‘The Discovery of India’, has ratified our 



thoughts which are mentioned above. He writes in the chapter “India and 
Greece” on page 172 that- 

“It is an interesting thought that idol worship came from Greece to India. The 
Vedic religion opposed every kind of idol or image worship. There were no 
temples of idols of gods during the Vedic era. Although some signs of idol 
worship can be found among the communities that came earlier, but it can be 
definitely said that it did not have a widespread influence in this country. Early 
Buddhism was a staunch opponent and Buddha had strict orders against building 
images and idols. Greek sculptural art had a great influence in Afghanistan and 
around the frontier states and that slowly entered here also. But idols of Buddha 
were not the first ones to be made, Instead, those of messengers like Apollo (a 
Greek god), who were considered the previous incarnations of Buddha, were 
made. Later idols of Buddha began to be built. A few communities of Hinduism 
also began to imitate them but The Vedic religion was constantly free of this 
influence. Persian and Urdu languages still use the word “ but ”, which is an 
adaptation from “Buddha”, for idols. 

“It is an interesting thought that image-worship came to India from Greece. The 
Vedic religion was opposed to all forms of idol and image-worship. There were 
not even any temples for the gods. There probably were some traces of image- 
worship in the older faiths of India, though this was certainly not widely 
prevalent. Early Buddhism was strongly opposed to it and there was a special 
prohibition against the making of image and statues of the Buddha. But Greek 
artistic influence in Afghanistan and round about the frontier was strong and 
gradually it had its way. Even so, no statues of the Buddha were made to begin 
with, but Apollo-like statues of Bodhisattvas (supposed to be the previous 
incarnations of the Buddha) appeared. These were followed by statues and 
images of the Buddha himself. This encouraged image-worship in some forms of 
Hinduism, though not in the Vedic religion which continued to be free of it. The 
word for an image or statue in Persian and in Hindustani still is but (Like put) 
derived from Buddha.” 



Chapter 2 

The Ancient Reason behind Idol Worship 


Several reasons behind idol-worship might have come up across ages but mainly 
there are just two historical reasons - (1) The desire to keep the mortal remains 
of great men, and (2) the longing of the ignorant mankind to see an invisible 
object in the form of an idol. 

Intelligent people made pictures and images of the learned and great men after 
their death in order to keep alive feelings of respect and dedication towards them 
among the common people so that they don’t forget their teachings and 
ideologies. But as a result of ignorance and selfishness, their worship, like living 
people, became prevalent in a few centuries. It began to be considered that our 
ordinances can be removes only by praying and worshipping them. Facts such as 
true worship lies in following the great men were forgotten. Meaningless rituals 
like standing in front of their statues and asking for help, giving them a bath like 
other living beings, garlanding, coating with sandalwood, feeding, respecting 
etc. are just examples of the ignorance and superstition of mankind. 

As has been already said, the Buddhist idol worship began exactly this way. 
Both Jains and Buddhists were godless. They had no ideal such as a god other 
than their preachers in front of them. The feeling of worshipping god is inherent 
as a seed in human tendency. Man is ignorant and incomplete. He feels the need 
of a power, which is powerful than himself in times of despair and distress. The 
communities or religions which lack the presence of theism, have helpless 
humane customs of worshipping the mausoleums of their leaders and preachers 
post their death. This is the reason why the statues of the preachers of Jainism 
and Buddhism began to be worshipped as if they were alive, after a few 
centuries had passed. Hindus imitated the Jains and Buddhists towards the end of 
the era of Buddhism and built idols of their Vedic gods apart from imagining 
them. 

An ignorant society does not have the capability to understand deep 
philosophical thoughts. Its tendency is mainly towards worldly subjects. It is 



satisfied only by imagining a form of the invisible elements. The three powers of 
the abstract god- Brahma, Vishnu, and Mahesh, Maruti, Indra, Saraswati, 
imagining natural elements as images, etc. are all a result of this tendency. This 
desire of man has gone to the extent of imagining terrifying images of disease 
and death. The history of idol worship abroad is also full of such imaginations. 
Deities and gods were imagined there too, after observing natural and 
supernatural phenomenon. 

Some scholars opine that Buddhist missionaries saw the prevalence of idol 
worship in China, Greece, etc. and they brought this practice to their country 
along with them. Similarly many foreigners attacked this country and the mixing 
of idol worshipping communities like Hyun, Aabhira, etc. not only gave birth to 
the ideas of idol-worship but began the tradition of worshipping images of many 
gods and goddesses in this country also. Cunning and selfish people have 
always, everywhere taken advantage of the ignorance of the common man. As 
time passes such people showed miracles related to idols and started proving that 
divine power was associated with them. This is how idol worship was made a 
means of earning money by inappropriate and arrogant ways. 

Chanakya instructs in his Kautilya Arthshastra that the king too should make use 
of such means to increase the taxes for the kingdom. Chanakya is said to have 
been the prime minister of Emperor Chandragupta Maurya and his era too falls 
within the ear of Buddhism. He writes- 



0) q 1CTT37TEI3snrdffiPiJrt st ^hi*hi; 

3^tr 4441*4 m FT?T n vi II 

(?) ^rn^ert ^Uitd^ddwi *t*it ii yy 11 

di)d*im^d II v<* il 

($) i-i* i1m iTSl<4» 3TT TT5ir ^UT^T -mana 

I <Jl 13-41 d lofted || yt N 

(V) ^d^Mdd^e^ 3T ^ddlfJj Jlddddl^ld i^UHbdq+tld 
^TTR^JT II yis II 


((It) JT^TBTT 3T ^ WtS-TT *4fitrdl f|l^c4>ddl 

4l/Hd4i4idi Tt^T: || vc I 

(t) ^rm^r gr art a r ? T ff9ri r ^ m^ f$tM)^dui 
dm g ffW i*r wdHf ? d4 1 4 1i y* u 

(IS) ttrJlI&i dfr*/l*Ri4 3TT d^?bmT?T^W wf^d^l-Hd 

»^wi m I** n 

(<£) jr^Tdrdidr^«d T^i^q^rpr ^cTrfft’sn^ ^tth; i 

4* ii 


Meaning- 

(1) The wealth of any hypocrite association or temples which is not used by 
the Kshatriyas should be sent to the treasury and the experts should say that 
they had kept it with someone who died or got burnt. 

(2) Increase the wealth in the treasury just like the head of the gods and 
accumulate in the same manner. 

(3) Create an unusual happening or a temple or a magical place at night in 
order to give birth to a fair or procession over there in and earn money. 

(4) If flowers and fruits appear in a tree untimely then spread the news of the 
arrival of god. 

(5) Hide a man inside a tree in order to create fear for demons, and use this 
drama to make the citizens and foreigners offer gold for compensation. 



(6-7) Show a snake in the bore well when gold is offered. Its head should be tied. 
Devotees should be shown porous snake effigy, or temple or actual snake 
in Valmiki’s hole, the snake should be first fed something and sedated. 

(8) Those who are not devoted should be given water (holy water that is 
sprinkled on devotees in a temple) mixed with something so that they faint, 
and it can be called the wrath of the god. 

Before the current renunciation period, the common man in this country had 
complete faith in such miracles of idols. People used to be afraid of the wrath of 
the idols and the priests used to take full advantage of the same. Such thoughts 
have not been completely removed from the minds of the illiterate crowd even 
now. 



Chapter 3 

Vedic Era and Idol Worship 


The Aryas have been considering the Vedas authorless from ancient times. All 
the communities of the Arya religion are unanimous regarding the divinity of the 
Vedas, that it is knowledge passed down by the gods, though they might differ in 
other principles. The Vedas, Brahmans, Upanishads, scriptures. Smriti, and even 
the Puranas which are the basic reason behind the present distorted form of the 
Arya religion, all together declare the Vedas as the voice of god. These are 
described to have appeared to four sages in the beginning of mankind and nature. 

Among the wester scholars, a lot of them believe in the principles of evolution. 
The Indian scholars who are influenced by them and do not believe in the 
authorless-ness of the Vedas, are at least forced to believe that Rig Veda is the 
oldest book in the world. 

Earlier, to clear the meaning of the Vedas, they were considered as the base by 
the sages and created scriptures like the Brahmans, Upanishads, Shastras etc. 
therefore we have considered the time of creation of these, which is far before 
the creation of nature, to be falling within the Vedic period. Also the era before 
the Ramayana and the Mahabharata is included within the Vedic period. 

In the earlier chapter we have thrown some light on the modernity of idol- 
worship. The idol worshipping idol worship of the Hindu community 

Keep trying to act according to the Vedas. Therefore this chapter will focus 
on thoughts regarding the opinion of Vedas, Brahmans, and Scriptures and 
whether idol worship is in accordance with the Vedas. 

The word idol is not Vedic, rather worldly. In fact, it has not been used at all in 
any of the four Vedas. It is written in Amarkosha part three, nanarthvarga 3, 
Shloka 66 - Jjlcf +lfa<r*l I, meaning the name “idol” is that of body and 

difficulty. Therefore it is clear from the meaning of the word idol that it should 
have a shape and form, 3ll+l/lfa<^l<|>cfl l (Amarkosha Part 3, nanarth Varg 3, 
Shloka 162) “Image is said to have an appearance”, and something with an 



appearance has a form. The idols which are worshipped have a body and shape 
and are made of tough metals like gold, silver, brass, bronze, iron, stone, clay 
etc. Thus the meaning of the word idol given above is compliant. 

The idols whose worship is prevalent among the Hindus are either imaginary 
idols of the three powers of the supreme god - brahma, Vishnu, Mahesh or their 
incarnations, messengers and preachers. A lot of idols are of their wives, family 
members, servants and vehicles. The “Shivlinga”, which is a fulsome 
manifestation of the phallus of Shiva-Parvati is also worshipped in India 
everywhere. 

None of the idols which are described above belong to the supreme god. The 
Vedas clearly state that the god does not have an image- 

H cTRT y fcm I hut H^HT: I 

s HT HT 

HTHHT^H HTTH S II - 33 | 3 II 

Meaning- the god whose fame is all over, has no image. It is described by 
mantras such as HT HT f^rfrcT ', HTH, meaning the fame which 

is described by these mantras has no image. Mahidhar has also defined it as - 

cTRT yfrltHI ,yitrUHHy<Hld HTffH I 3THW HTH Tffe HlTcT 

H3T: ^n-^i i r^d Hd^ftd-d W: ?fcT*n3t I, meaning there exists no image, 
representative, resemblance to that god; that is why he is the one who has great 
fame, this is how much respect he has. 

Therefore if there is no image, representative or resemblance then how can his 
idol be made? This is the reason why all the idols which are knows are either of 
the powers of the god or the incarnations, but none of the god himself. 

God is devoid of image, form or body. Therefore an idol cannot exist. The 
following mantra from the Vedas describes this formlessness and incorporeal in 
clear words- 


H J|ltAd'<Hd'ld«dU|^,Wlf^ 3l^«HMIMT3t3 I 


Tftr: ^TFmi'rsncaTfrsanH 

i HHTWT: II 



Meaning- that god is omnipresent. The creator of the universe, incorporeal, free 
of diseases, free of the shackles of pulse, pure, free of sin, metaphysical, 
knowledgeable, supreme, self-proven, rewards the mortal people as per their 
deeds. 

This mantra from the Vedas has clearly prohibited the god having any form by 
calling it “incorporeal”, disease-free and free of mortal restrictions. 

The god has been described as being the world itself, using personification at 
many places in the Vedas. People try to use it to prove that the god has a form 
using this description. But such efforts are not fruitful. Some such mantras are 
cited here- 


ST 3^f TT^rT II 

- ^ * 3* I ?l 

Meaning- Thousands of heads of all beings, thousands of eyes, countless limbs 
are in middle of the supreme power which is prevalent on all four sides of the 
earth. Five elements and five subtle senses are its components. It is present 
beyond the world that is in everything and far from everything. 

This mantra describes god by a figure of speech as having thousands of heads, 
thousands of eyes and thousands of limbs. All annotators like Sayan, Mahidhar, 
and Udyan etc. have translated the above mantra as it has been done here. The 
heads, eyes and limbs of all beings are a part of that highness, and that is why it 
has been called so. 

One of the mantras of the Rig Veda describes the divine powers of god in a 
similar figurative manner as follows- 

fcTtqdtTTftj'bcl f^dcTl^O I 

H «i ig3-"^rt fcf+oci H 'HcFRPrT ^<T tTiF: II - 

f*l £1 I 3 II 

Meaning - The one whose eyes are present all over, whose faces are everywhere, 
whose acts are happening everywhere and whose limbs are everywhere. He 
drives everyone with his arms and legs. This is how one god gives birth to the 
twin worlds of heaven and earth. 



Mahidhar has also obtained those powers from eyes, mouth, hands, legs etc. and 
not from the tangible senses. Udayanaacharya has also given similar translations 
in ‘Nyay Kusumanjali’. The meaning of is given as omniscient, that of 

fSlacilcH« as spokesman, of as synergism and that of as 

omnipresence. 

Some mantras of the Atharva Veda describe god’s body in a similar metaphorical 
language. - 


TTRT Sifil: y+iifl-d I 

fc^TT Sjefar ^H'A iTST: I 3f * 

I to II 3R II 

We pray to that great Brahma (creator) whose feet are the earth, the outer space 
whose upper body, and the heaven is whose head. 

3TTRt HT# HW: ii 33 II 

We pray to that supreme creator whose eyes are the sun and the moon who 
becomes new time and again, whose face is the fire. 

^TRT <ncl: w i°i inidt SIi<i<ri^ I 

HIT: 11 3v II 

We pray to that supreme god whose inhalation-exhalation is the air, whose eyes 
are the sunrays, and who has made the directions a source of direction. 

The Vedas and other Vedic literature describe the grand form of the god in such 
metaphorical language many times. But this cannot be used to prove the 
existence of any image of god. Ordinary educated people also understand such 
language and know its actual meaning. A few annotators might have tried to 
prove the existence of polytheism in the Vedas as a result of not interpreting 
them correctly. But none of them has predicated the existence of idol worship in 
the Vedas. This is the reason why not a single mantra from the Vedas has been 
able to be presented in favor of idol worship till date. The mantras which have 
been presented have not been translated to contain idol worship by any ancient 
or contemporary annotator. 



The Upanishads are scriptures of Brahma’s knowledge. They have a high 

position in the Vedic literature. These too support the formlessness of god and 

oppose god having a form. Certain citations have been given in support of this - 

girT i f^fr gjiiA-dwt 

H7T: || || 

The eyes cannot reach there, nor can voice or mind. Therefore, nothing is known 
about it, nor is it possible to know, which could make preaching possible. It is 
different from known substances and different from the unknown. This is what is 
heard from ancient teachers, who teach us about it. 

IdII 

d(i<J r? ^3" 'Trfc^ JjHcl II \t II 

H HcRT | 

d^o c? T Jj'Hiy-1 rT II II 

H H^qfcl, *T$tii<rci I 

d^d c? JjHrl II % II 

5T «TTjfrfcr, afar apra; i 

d^a idils T olq *tn i+i d II Is II 

Hr* Mh h yifulfti, far m: yufi-nd I 

d<i<J c^ idi\s T olq iHH rl II C || 

Brahma is known as the one who cannot be thrown light upon by voice, but who 
lights up voice. Brahma is not who is served through speech. (4) 

Know Brahma as the one who helps the mind contemplate, not one who is 
contemplated by the mind. The one is contemplated by the mind is not Brahma. 

( 5 ) 

Know Brahma not as the one whom eyes can see but as the one whom eyes can 
be seen from. Brahma is not what can be seen by the eyes. (6) 

Know Brahma as the one with whose help the ears hear, not as the one which 
can be heard by the ear. Brahma is not one whom the ear can hear. (7) 

The one who does not trade life for life, but with whose help life trades itself is 



Brahma. The one who is involved in the trade of life is not Brahma. 

The above lines form the Upanishads clearly state that since god is devoid of any 
form, it is not something that can be embraced by the senses. 

arcrftr 3i a ei h i 

H3WT efrtf H SlWfcf II 
- t | 3 | || 

That god is free of a bodily form in spite of residing in the bodies of people. It is 
constant among the things which are subject to change. Once a man comes to 
know that great divine soul, he becomes free of all grief. 

cT*nSTTT *RT I 

3l<HI<^d<rd HfTfT: RT f^cTTO II 

- 3 i ?mi 

The Brahma is not a word, not a touch, not a form, does not have juice or smell. 
It is indestructible, always constant, not born, subtle than boundless importance, 
and immovable. Knowing it in a defined way frees man from the shackles of 
death. 


<H$djd^<HI'Mle<HM-4| ^ddll^dl 4$I4Ifl I 
dd*t^: ^^TfcT y+U4k<Hf£dlddlcdd: II 

- 3 | || 

Brahma is subtler than the subtle, bigger than the biggest. It is situated in the sky 
of the heart of this creature. A being free of sorrow and desire and whose mind is 
pure can see the glory of that soul. 



qr Hrat JTH^T: ^HrrdWrdW I 

J 1 ^ 

TTrr3T^T ST^FTcHT 3TF^TSc^+d^rd<H^ II 


- e, I Is II 


3fe*nFHTcH ^TT: WTt ci|IM+1 SfpT^T ^ tT I 

J ^ 

W7TTF3T Jj^d jlr^dH xT JKtAtrl II 


- £, | <T || 


The mind is subtler than the senses, and pride is subtler than the mind. 
Importance is subtler than pride and nature and living souls are subtler than the 
importance. The almighty is even subtler than life and nature because it is 
omnipresent and free of symbols and form. Knowing the almighty frees man of 
sorrows and gain immortality. 


h Huf wttwq h trap? *r**rf?r i 







- a I s I 

No form of this Brahma is in front of us, nor can someone see it with their eyes. 
This can only be understood by heart, mind and intelligence. People who know it 
become immortal. 

ffer fcaj dcjjid tftrr: 11 

- 35 * ? I T 1*1 

The almighty which can neither be see nor touched, which does not have a caste 
or color, which neither have eyes and ears, nor hands and legs, is omnipresent, in 
heaven and is subtle and indeclinable. Patient men can see him everywhere for 
the sake of that world. 



f^c^r F^Wct: *T dI^l3-WTt r^IT^r: I 

c\ 

3Twfr fTOTOTT: SJift: f^TTWTTH TO: *TT: 11 
- ^ 5 * ^ n i 

The Brahma is definitely radiant, idol-less, omnipresent, present everywhere-in 
and out, free of birth, free of life, devoid of mind, pure, subtle, indestructible and 
subtler than life. 


H tT 8JTT *l$*lcl <niT h <3ixii ffii i | 

cf f^TOcT UiliWM: 


- ? I t I C I 

The Brahma cannot be taken by the eyes, nor by voice or senses, not even by 
hard work and goodwill. In fact, one with a soul pure of knowledge can only see 
the Brahma on concentrating. 

4 th January 


fcT^ cN UlP*<H | 

C J d<Hlc<HWIc<Hft cPHTT II 

- ft* t | T4 || 

Just like oil in sesame, butter in milk, water in reservoirs, fire in hearths, are all 
obtained by rubbing, grinding, digging and churning, the almighty is also made a 
part of the soul if someone looks at it with the eyes of knowledge with hard work 
and truthfulness. 


*H<3c^|ftHHIrW m fiflt TOyrf^rrf^cT^T i 

3 l I r<H fcl c<yi Id 41 *|(M II 

- ^ ■ n tt ii 

He is present everywhere and in everything just like butter in milk. The keys to 
attaining him are physiological knowledge and perseverance. Brahma is the 



absolute mystery of the Upanishads. 


+icici: hT^I'h ici cici dlSf$ii$l , 0*na+i I 

■s J *v 

d: +i J+i i fetf^b II 

- (t . 3 i ?b ii 

His hands and legs are everywhere. His eyes, heads and faces are present 
everywhere too. His ears are everywhere and he surrounds everyone in the 
world. 


*Tcff^5^RF r TTiTra' I 

J % 

TTfer HcTFT 3TTP II 

- (t . 3 I tb II 

He throws light on the qualities of all senses, but is still free of the senses. He is 
the master of all, rules over everyone and provides shelter for all. 

3wifi*mi<0 3ra^rr jj/ihi *r apfipr^: i 

*T ^Frct ^tf 5T xl cTPnf^cT trcTT ?WT|Wr fl$lrd<H 

II 

- ft* 3 | || 

He is the one who accepts everyone without arms and is swift without legs. He 
hears without ears and sees without eyes. He knows everything which is possible 
to be known, but no one knows his end. The learned men call him the chief 
supreme person. 

*\ ^ ^ 

fcTS a m K^i^cd K ti ira i f^Ttf ?i if^-ci *i c^i ^d *1 id II 

- y | Ttf || 

That god is subtler than the subtle. It is present in this world and its every 
element. It has created this world and the substances found in it. It is surrounding 
the entire world. Man attains peace after knowing that kind and benevolent 
natured god. 



H cH^T xT fcl^cl 3T drH^XxITS-Tri^txr 

FTTS^RT lil^ciIcSfci^cr ^*J<H 't-en&i iTc^>1 tii^i gti uh*i i xT II 
- (t. t I ^ II 

Nothing is his work. Neither is someone else equal to him nor greater than him. 
His power is the greatest. He has the ability to work, strength and knowledge 
inherently. 


<H" cTF^T *f*RxicHTel<r^ci 5T ^ffSldl xT cTF^T foRTJT 

*v 

I 

7T +iui li^jxnferrr sr xitft ^d^Wdftidi h xrrf^r: 


- s*. * 1 s 1 

There is no master of that almighty in the world, neither does he have a ruler nor 
a symbol. He is the due sake of the world. He is the lord of the senses and the 
living souls. Neither is he born from someone nor is someone his master. 

The abovementioned sentences from the Upanishads all not only describe god as 
clearly formless but also tell that god can be ingrained in our souls only by 
pristine meditation. Therefore, the saying that “idol-worship” is the means to 
attain god” is refuted on its own. The Vedas too describe this way of attaining 
god in the following words- 



sr>3r^ HW 3 cT f^Tt f^TT fcbJFT faftRrld: 

I 

<fT ffcTT fcT$ d'UHlfSi^ch $dJ-£l TtfacT: qf^fcT: II 

O -5 J 

- s£. <* I dt l ? 

TT5RTT ^T ST^FTT I 

- 'TjT. t¥ M II 

cJT flE+ii ijctf iriiAl liTfcT 3 <hWS 'TrTt I 

3T7prFT 3TT ^ *imif3l fclcdira cTT^: II 

- *ra\ ¥¥ I <i II 

■J 

Meaning, people who are wiser than the scholars, and those who perform all 
rituals, all devote their mind and intelligence to the one lord of the lords. We use 
all our strength to devote our minds to god for the heavenly pleasures. Everyone 
should open their ears and hear that the ancestors have travelled the path of 
enlightenment by the strength of concentration. Therefore, the one who performs 
yoga and is devoted to Brahma will be the one who will attain this supreme path. 

As far as rationalism, that is reason and logic, is concerned philosophy holds the 
greatest position in Vedic literature. Not just Vedic literature, even if we say that 
philosophy is greater than the rationalism prevalent in the world, then it would 
be no exaggeration. The topics which were discussed by philosophy thousands 
of years ago are still beyond the reach of western science. Its amazing poetic 
logic-style does not fail to surprise the world. A few gems of this Indian 
knowledge warehouse, which shed light on the form of god are cited below from 
the Vedanta Darshan- 



qr^rrfTmsorpnw i t. i s i 3b n i 

.j ^ j 

U II arfSl &6M 4 <-cNtT II 3^ II wrt 3Hl JIlf^a^T: || 

W° II 3l<rddrdd<HH(§7ldl <JT 11 yt II HrcTTr^TOT^TH II 

y^ ii 

h v <hui« || v? ii fcMidi'fcan^ ddyf^^er: i yy 
ii i y<* ii 


It is not right to call the god as having a form by virtue of being free of logic. 
(37). It is not right to take sides with the thought that god has a form because of 
no relation between the god and nature. (38). Anything which has a form needs a 
place but since the almighty does not have one place, it does not have any form. 
(39). If the god is believed to have senses, then he will also feel happiness and 
pain just like us, thus he does not have a form. (40). If we consider the god to be 
having a body then we have to also consider it mortal and not omniscient. And 
god cannot be ignorant. (41). This stance is further substantiated by the 
impossibility of the birth of god. (42). The god does not have any senses. (43). 
He god cannot be born due to the presence of all religions and knowledge in 
harmony. (44). The formless god cannot be said to have a form just because both 
form and formlessness are opposed. (45). 

3H*yd<id ft HmiMdd a i t* 3 i s i ?y ii 


The god is also formless due to the importance given to sentences that describe 
formlessness. 


dd<^+ddl$: I - t. 31 *1 « II 

It is decided to call Brahma as one that cannot be described. 

3m^rdlft J l u l<^ ^■nWd: I - $. ? 19 13* II 

■J 

The god is full of virtues which are invisible and intangible. 

The above mentioned lines about the topic of the formlessness of god are not 
expected to have any description or validation. These lines have clearly proved 
god as not having a form and has given numerous logics to prove so. 





“What is the means to attain god?” Sage Patanjali has independently written an 
unprecedented book on this subject, which is popularly known as “Yog- 
Darshan”. This book describes the path to unite with god as controlling the 
instincts of the mind that is, establishing life in its true self. 

<fl d i T$tj cd c^fci 1^ I 

Yoga helps control the instincts of the mind. (2) T®?: 4-cU* 1 ) S 5T*ll<H«T 113 1 

This is when life is established. (3). Not much is being written here due to the 
fear of it being excessively detailed. This book has a different chapter called 
“Idol Worship and Yoga”. Therefore this topic shall be discussed there only. 

Manusmriti, popularly known as the righteous path for man, is a priceless 
treasure of the Arya civilization. The personal, social, political duties and deeds, 
which are universally given in this book by Manu, still hold relevance and the 
capacity to guide mankind on the right path even today. In the beginning itself, 
the nature of god has been described while describing the topic of the birth of 
nature. The god has been said to be unthinkable, not lovable, immortal, free of 
desires, subtlest, formless etc. even here. 

arfxfczrpn^Trpr ^ drdi*Jfa r y3fr n t i ? ii 

You (Manu) are the only one who knows and understands the entire purpose 
of the Vedas as it is. The Vedas are unthinkable, immortal and the predication of 
god. 


CRT: *d4JI-*(3f Jldldc4J<*cfl ed I 

Tr^T^dlRt^rdlflfl: UIliftedflldd II f I 5 II 

zfTSdI4411^1: ddldd: I 

C\ 

^TcrSTcWzfrSfxfrZr *T 17^ fddd^dtft II t I b II 

The infinite god, free of birth and not known by the senses, inspiring nature, and 
full of the strength of important elements - sky, fire, air, water, earth etc. has 
illuminated them and produced itself. (6). The one who is not known by the 
senses and is subtle, constant, and present everywhere in the entire world, does 



not have a form, has appeared on its own. (7). 

The meaning of appearance of god in these shlokas implies appearing in the 
universal or huge form. The style here has figure of speech similar to some 
mantras of the Vedas which have been mentioned before. The shlokas yet to 
come have described in detail this body, said to be the universe, giving birth to 
the nature. The sixth chapter of Manusmriti has mentioned the attainment of god 
through the path of yoga. Many places have instructed everyone about rituals 
and offerings- 


Hff*THT UI<rddfifcT I % I ^4 II 

tTlW 3^TfrT II * I W II 

Brahma himself can be reached by leaving fortune which is dear and sorrow 
when not dear and solely meditating. 

Anyone who reads the Manusmriti can easily guess that this book has a lot that 
has been mixed from earlier. It has so many mutually contradictory places which 
clearly show the interference of others. There are strong evidences of animal 
offerings, alcohol, meat and slaughtering, the caste system by birth, memorials 
for the dead etc. malpractices that are prevalent in the present being supported. 
Also there are shlokas which oppose the same. In spite of having such projected 
and varied views, no shlokas can be found supporting idol worship or 
incarnation in the entire Manusmriti. Therefore, there is no difficulty in reaching 
the conclusion that the birth of idol worship is far before the era of Manusmriti. 
Yajna rituals, altar, omkar chanting, Gayatri mantra etc, have been said to be 
necessary, constant and systematic deeds. This automatically denies idol worship 
in our daily routine. A few such Shlokas from the Manusmriti are given below- 

3TrPT?F *T I 

spr?r v st ii u i ii 

Never leave evening, self-study, altar, sacrifice, guests, and ancestral yajna and 
always continue doing. 



<FccTT ^T?ftxT: TTITTf^T: I 

ft- ft- 

Wl t&n ^qrpd tTFRT f^TH II ^ 1^3 II 


Wake up in the auspicious time of the Brahma, get rid of urine and stool, do 
necessary work, be pure and careful in the morning and similarly everything in 
time in the evening. 


xlK<Hl+llc-^ #7 II Wl 34 II 

Perform yajnas in fire at the end of day and night and the prayers of new moon 
and full moon every fortnight. 

3Tfirararc^T: ^IrUddlcfll I 

3t4w Plr'd^n'dfH clffici: II W II II 

Fill yourself with the best thoughts, clean soul, be free of indolence for offering 
prayers and sacrifice. 


'jat H'WJT ^ Hrp<-l*&c i HiT3 =fl*l ici^ I 

cf TORfiH: ^j-*uiarit3iT7r 11 11 ?*t 11 

-5 t 

The prayer of morning and chant of Gayatri, should be done being stationary till 
sunrise and the evening prayer should be done till stars can be seen. 

ailehU4fci«blf?d-Ml +|g|ctJ|£dtflSc44l: I 
f^T xfa dlfcl4l WTlTT^fr ^J3T II 3 II £t II 

The face of Gayathri is full of omkar, indestructible, it is nothing brahma. 

Stft?rd^luddi^Ad: I 
*T WT3-^1cr 7Pp|^: W^Ff<Hld || II 

The man who chants the Gayathri mantra and ‘OnT for three years every day, 
being free of laziness, he attains the brahma and gets free of the shackles of his 
mortal body. 

It is well established by the aforementioned citations from the Vedas, the 



Upanishads and the scriptures that god has no form and there is no question of 
senses. Then how can its image or idol be made? These citations also prove that 
idol worship has been never said to be a means of attaining god in any case or 
anywhere in the entire Vedic literature. Therefore, those people who publicize 
idol worship in the name of the Vedas, either have not pursued them well or want 
to cover the truth out of partiality and selfishness. 



Chapter 4 

Idol Worship and Anthropomorphism 


At the time when idol worship was imagined, it was necessary that god should 
be proved to have a form around that time, because it is not possible to have an 
image or a form without having a shape or form. This gap was filled by the 
creation of three forms of god- Brahma, Vishnu, Mahesh. These are three 
different names, having their own qualities, of the same god. God creates the 
universe, that is why is called brahma. He runs the universe, hence the name 
Vishnu. He also destroys, therefore is also known as Mahesh or Rudra. These 
three are not any separate bodies or special powers, but god is known by these 
names because of having these three qualities. 

In a similar way, there is a description of different names of gods having 
different qualities in the Vedas. Later people considered these to be different 
gods as a result of ignorance. The poets appreciated them, the painters painted 
them to display their talent, and the sculptors made their idols. As far as art is 
concerned, no one is at fault in this case. But as times changed, and ignorance 
and selfishness gave birth to the practices of worshipping them like great living 
men and claims of them having miraculous powers for the sake of the 
satisfaction of the common masses. This is when a severe misuse began. 

Incarnation, in the present Hindu community, is an imagination to make formless 
almighty into a form. The god does not have a form, but can incarnate and have 
a body. The idols which are worshipped are the idols of these incarnations, this is 
the opinion of the masses. If it is seen this way, then anthropomorphism and idol 
worship are related like twin siblings and are dependent on each other in many 
ways. 

Why does god take a shape and incarnate to appear in this world? Why does he 
need to do this? There are numerous interesting stories, illustrations, and 
imaginations in the Puranas pertaining to this concept. The writers of these 
Puranas are the actual perpetrators of idol worship and these were written around 
the same time as when idol worship began. The Puranas have imagined 24 



incarnations, out of which ten are main. All of these, except a few, are 
considered to be incarnations of Vishnu as a whole or partially. Some of these 
incarnations are in the form of humans, like Rama, Krishna, Buddha, Lord Shiva 
(Shankar), etc. and some of them are animals like Varaha (boar), Matsya (fish), 
Kurma (tortoise), etc. But the importance of Vishnu in these incarnations proves 
that these were imagined by the ‘Vaishnavas’, that is, the people who belong to 
the school of thought that worships Lord Vishnu. 

The rationale given in support of anthropomorphism, are very weak and poor. 
Firstly, formless and form are two opposite qualities which the same thing can 
never possess. God is either formless or realizable. If god too is considered to 
have a living body like any other living being, then he would no longer stay god 
and rather become another living creature. 

What was the need felt by god to take a form? This question is often answered 
by the following popular shlokas from the ‘Geeta’ (Bhagavad-Gita), which have 
now become popular sayings among the Hindus: 

ct^tssfhth 11 i» 11 

hR*ii u ii*i TTTSJ5TT Tarii^im tI ^^cTTTT I 

II £ II - 3L ¥ 

Similarly, the following shloka from the Shrimad Bhagwat, which is an 
important of the Vaishnava community, also has the same meaning- 

ft onfev erat q^HTH i 

cRTT midkfiaT 31lc<HI<H II II 


- T* . % , 3T . W 

The above shlokas mean that whenever righteousness is in trouble and sins are 
increasing, the god himself incarnates for the sake of protecting the innocent 
people and establishing righteousness. But this scheme is strongly criticized in 
the ‘Devi Bhagwat’ which is an important scripture of the Shakta community- 



di Hcfrf^nT: I 

3"0fci T^U^TT To 6U i ciKi^i^<t>3T: II Wb II 

J' 

*1<rqlSfa - l^til'dS’H<*><1 I 

H ^rrtfcT Hicf ft^dlH <$^id *T ^HF^} II VC If 
*Ui c-tii £ar^r f^rmerfraT^ i 

J* 

yd<ir*l£Mldl ^ JT^^cH: II II 
cJ'-p'-’O^c^q-rdi dltdonJ 5J I 

fclirdl ^1 ft TT7Tr*n^ f^RTf^ II 4° || - (^t 

SHNIdd RR?. ? H* «) 

Meaning- foolish scholars, attracted by wealth and pleasures, say that lord 
Vishnu incarnates himself as per his wish. Even foolish man does not want to 
reside in the womb since it is painful, then how can the almighty Vishnu do that? 
Some people say that Vishnu wishfully went in the wombs, full of bodily fluids, 
of Kausalya and Devaki. After ah, what is the pleasure in residing inside a womb 
which leads to a thousand worries and problems, leaving behind the pleasures of 
heaven? 

Similarly, the reason for incarnation in many other Puranas has been told to be 
boon, curse or good deeds. The requirements for the birth of a living body 
cannot be met by the almighty since those processes cannot take place in him. 
Birth is another name for the relation of soul, body, senses and mind. Joy and 
sorrow are linked to birth. Birth requires a reason in the form of righteousness or 
non-righteousness. This requires tendency, which in turn requires malice which 
required the presence of false knowledge. But it is not possible for the almighty 
to have false or incomplete knowledge, hence god taking birth is impossible. 
Patanjali has clearly written this fact in the following sentence- 

3^51 «h4T3MI4>I314il^d: RIPT II 

- *fr. t i su ii 

Meaning, ignorance, pride, enthusiasm, malice, persistence are the five factors 
which affect karma and the fruits of our deeds. God is one who is free of these 
and desire. 

Some people feel that just like soul is incapable of functioning in the absence of 



a body, even god cannot create the universe without having a bodily form. But 
they forget that living beings are limited to a place whereas god is omnipresent. 
It is the power that is present within each particle, and thus does not need any 
external components to give motion to these particles. Living creatures need 
their bodies since they are not universal but god is universally present and 
therefore does not need external means. 

Actually, if we think over it impartially, incarnation is a disgrace to the divine 
god. The god who is the most powerful, and omnipresent, why does he need to 
be tied in the shackles of birth and death for the sake of protecting good men and 
destroying evil? The god who is capable of giving birth to demons like Ravana, 
Kansa etc. cannot destroy them without adopting a living form? Creating is 
difficult compared to destroying. Therefore, the mere thought of taking a bodily 
form for destroying the evil is completely baseless and unsubstantial. The history 
of the world stands witness that evil keeps spreading in every era and every 
country and they are also destroyed by the king or his brave men. What is the 
need for a divine incarnation for this purpose? Which task cannot be carried out 
without the intervention of god in the form of his incarnation? 

People who tell that historical people like Rama, Krishna etc. are incarnations of 
god are the ones who stand in the way of people who want to get inspired from 
the great deeds of these so called incarnations. On the other hand, they 
undermine their great deeds in the name of incarnation. If Rama is god, then 
none of his doings is important. Such things are simply common for god. Similar 
examples can be given for the other ‘avatars’ or incarnations. When a person 
sees that an act of heroism is performed by Rama or Krishna, that it is an act of 
god, then he cannot gather courage to imitate the same. He considers himself a 
petty creature and experiences his incapability. The principle of 
anthropomorphism has helped in crippling Hindus just like idol worship has 
done. This resulted in the other communities progressing and reaching new 
heights on the basis of their hard work as opposed to the unfortunate Hindu 
community which is waiting idly for the ‘Kalki’ incarnation. This is how this 
school of thought has done more harm than good, harm which cannot be 
compensated for without completely eradicating these false thoughts. 

The Vedas, Upanishads, scriptures all render god as unborn and free of flaws. All 
describe him as free of the cycle of life and death - 



ar^rt 5T erf cTthtit 35T i 

fimT H^ifiri Pihi^ f^tTRR7»f J if I Jip 7TT: II 

O J o 


- - 5It* * I 3b I 3 II 

Meaning- the god who does not take birth carries the earth with indestructible 
thoughts. He is holding the vast space in the universe, created the natural 
elements, given long life, frees of shackles, and is knows all secrets since he 
resides in the mind. Oh wise creature! Help us achieve the achievable just like 
him. 

3lWr 3T3T W«tt4l^dlS^ 3T I 

sissfr am ?f sr: ^dJfim: i i 

- ilt* b I 34 I ¥3 II 

The indestructible and unborn god be beneficial for us. The clouds in the sky be 
helpful to us. The ocean be peaceful. The boat, which does not have limbs but 
helps us cross the water, be beneficial. The universe which protects the sun etc. 
be pleasant to us. 


- 3? I II 

The god is not born by virtue of its nature, resides in the soul and in the hearts of 
all and appears especially in many forms. The brave men see his character in 
every direction. All the worlds and universes reside in him. 

3?3TT <TT 3T5T: I 

Brahma is the one who does not take birth. 

The god has been described as the one who does not take birth at many places in 
the Upanishads- 



tcJT^cm^TT ’JTF'f TratrHTH I 

^crcHkifHr yd^PlH ^TRT <s 5 ; sH id lfSt<ri'l yd^PH f^Tf^RT II 

- ft* 3 I f ¥ II 

I know that very Brahma who is ancient and unborn. He is universally 
everyone’s soul and body. The followers of Brahma negate his birth because he 
is constant and immortal. 


TT^dl<H^dcdrtd«iy<rt4 TOT I 

J *v 

ftT3T: RT 3TT5?TfTT ^3T 3TT73TT H^TH TO II 

% Ji 

■5.V I « I ^ 

This indestructible Brahma should be seen in one way only, it is free of dirt, 
beyond the sky, free of birth, great soul and indestructible. 

F^cct: *T WTFTOTOt pn^T: I 
3TWfT £4Wdl: fTift: F^TTWTTH WT: RT: 11 

- nr. ? n i 

That divine person does not have an idol, is present everywhere, inside and 
outside. It lacks life or mind. It is radiant and is beyond nature which cannot be 
described. 


3T3T TO deSdctitfJS "?TTr3T tt J^ld TTtmft: II 
- ft. f| ¥<* II 

The perpetrators of Brahma, are freed of traps on knowing the supreme almighty 
who is unborn, the pole star and different from all elements. 

H 5T ^ <H (|> Id -d 3TOTTS^ttS3T^rS3pfrSinf I 

- y. y. II 

That great, unborn soul, immortal, fearless, nectar is Brahms. 

The philosophical texts also call the god as unborn only- 


id Hcc^'HWTW I I ^dj<rd * f I f I 3^ II 



God does not have any master since his birth has been found to be impossible. 

h i i t m «» it 

j * 


Neither does that almighty have any senses. 


| $ . n M | 3b 


Shri Swami Shankaracharya’s annotation in this regard is worth having a look at 


li u l srmi 

J 1 

+ I <xll H HtV4 r\ | 

TTT SrfRc ^ 1 (?t ^TfcT TTCTTft^ 


5mrRr?r srfrr 



% 


Meaning, as per public sight, it is not right to consider god as an abode of the 
senses, or a body. This is because if god had senses then he too would have had 
to experience joys and sorrows like the creatures of the world and considering 
this would not let god be god. 

All the proofs refuting anthropomorphism that have been cited here do not 
expect any explanation or commentary. Then entire ancient Vedic literature 
openly prohibits this school of thought. Therefore it is concluded that when idol 
worship was created long before the Vedic era, then incarnations were imagined 
to give a form to god. 

Some people try to prove that there is no presence of criticizing statements in the 
Vedas like “Do not worship idols” and “The god does not incarnate”. They try 
creating the misconception that the Vedas might not support it but neither do 
they oppose it. These people forget that the clear refutation of anything is 
possible only by looking at the flaws behind its prevalence. When something 
was not prevalent, how would it be criticized? As we have already proved that 
the era of idol worship and anthropomorphism is far before the Vedic era, hence 
it is neither surprising nor wrong if we don’t find a clear support or criticism in 
the Vedic literature. 



Chapter 5 

Idol Worship and Polytheism 


An alternate base for idol worship is the imagination of multiple gods. As we 
have written earlier, The Vedas have described multiple names of god owing to 
multiple qualities. People mistook that and imagined the presence of various 
different gods and made their idols which began to be worshipped. 

Many misunderstandings have happened due to lack of understanding of the 
usage of the word ‘Dev’ which means god in Indian religious literature. The 
Hindi word ‘Dev’ has originated from its root word ‘Divu’. This has various 
meanings- play, behavior, luster, joy, dreams, the desire to win, glorification, 
estrus, radiance and speed. In this way, any object which means one of the above 
is ‘Dev’. Every word in the Vedic Sanskrit had multiple meanings, but in the 
long run they became conventional and with one meaning. ‘Dev’ is one of those 
words. Among the meanings mentioned before, one meaning of ‘Dev’ is radiant. 
Thus if its meaning is god or wise on one side, it is also radiant nonliving 
elements like the sun and moon on the other side. Ancient Vedic scholar 
yaskacharya has given the following meanings for the word ‘Dev’ - 

£cfT 5THT5 3T cflMHIA 3T, m lAl Wdcflfrl 

3T I 

- fSH+d 3T* b W 

‘The one who gives and the one who spreads light and the one who makes 
appear and the one who is the son of light, he is the god.’ Thus the one who 
gives charity is god. The teachers who teach the right path, scholars, and parents 
are god. The light emitting substances like the sun and the moon are also god. 
Swami Dayanand has written many meanings of the word ‘Dev’ or god in 
‘Rigvedadibhashya Bhumika’ under the topic ‘Ved-Vishay vichar’ which means 
thoughts relating to the Vedas - 



3T* | fRT f’^^TTfTT *T?T: I 

tin&, vi^infri: *TT3fc*<JT: T 5TTT: , ^Ffl":, f^t^ci*i, 3iRf®J": p 
3TRTT, ftcTT, 3)l*JK^3fcT 4»Jtalu^l<QrUr*ldl ^cTT: *rf5rT 


The mantras containing Gayatri etc. stanzas, the order of god, the yajnas and 
their parts, kings, almighty, man, work, scholars, guests, mother, father, and 
teachers are called god. 

At one place in the Yajurveda, the senses have been called god- 

311 Hdd I - tf<> I y I 

The senses cannot reach that almighty. 

Therefore, when the word ‘Dev’ has various meanings, then it is inappropriate to 
say by merely looking at the usage of this word in plural in the Vedas proves 
polytheism or the existence of multiple gods. 

People saw that the word ‘Dev’ was used in the Vedas for the sun, the moon, 
lightning, the earth and other non-living substances and were under the 
impression that the Vedas prescribe that these be worshipped. But the fact is that 
the places that find this mention have not even the slightest indication towards 
their worship. It was when the meaning of ‘Dev’ began to be used for other 
things apart from god or divine substances, that this misconception took birth 
amongst the people that the Vedas believe in the existence of multiple gods and 
worshipping them. These gods were Indra for the clouds, Varuna for water, 
Surya for the sun etc. which were considered to be various gods. Later, this 
imagination led to the building of idols for all these gods and their worship 
began. But as idol worship became a good source of income, a separate god was 
imagined for everything that existed in nature and its worship was propagated 
after making idols. Common Hindus believe even today that rivers, mountains, 
fire, air, etc. all the natural and non-living elements have their own different, 
separate, designated gods. 

The Puranas have descriptions pertaining to their worship at many places. But 
what are these designated gods, how do they look like and where are they are 
questions that no one cares to find answers to. Do they also have some ruling 
power like the soul? They definitely should have one, because they cannot be 
inanimate. Then are they omniscient, all powerful and Tenderers of the fruits of 



karma like the almighty? If they are omniscient, all powerful and rendering the 
fruits of karma, then what is the difference between them and god? Alternately, 
are they unborn and immortal? Definite or fixed answers cannot be given for 
questions like these and others. 

The Puranas are full of many stories of the gods fighting among themselves like 
ordinary human beings, stories of jealousy and hatred, all of which are natural 
evidences of polytheism. Some people are of the belief that just like many 
employees are needed for managing a kingdom, even controlling the nature 
requires a large number of gods. But this is a misconception that originates as a 
result of incomplete understanding of the omnipresence and the power of god. A 
king is confined to one particular place due to which he is not omniscient, and he 
cannot rule his kingdom alone since he has limited power. This is why he needs 
helpers and workers to help himself. But the god knows everything since he is 
present everywhere and is all powerful because of which he does not need help 
from any other power. 

Now the question remains that when there is no mention of the worship of these 
gods anywhere in the Vedas, then how did this misconception come into 
existence? As we have written already, the Vedic language used a word in 
different connotations which later became limited and the mantras of the Vedas 
began to be having a few interpretations only. Similarly, god possesses many 
qualities which gave rise to different names that are found in the Vedas. It has 
been said in the Rig Veda that- 

fit 91 *r •tJ'H U l1 lfft_ I 

lay i c^o-r*JpVi 0*1 +1 || 

- t I I W5 I 

The almighty has been given many names simultaneously like Indra, Mitra, 
Agni, Divya, Supurna, Gurutmaan, Yama, Matrishiva, meaning, only one god is 
pointed to by all these names. 

God has been called fire (Agni), air (Vayu), sun (Aditya), Moon (chandrama), 
Venus (shukra) and the like- 



\ i 



cT^ ^ HTS 3TFT: H y<HNfa: II 
- . « I ? II 

Agni, Aditya, Vayu, Chandrama, Shukra, Brahma, Prajapati etc. are names 
which are used for referring to the supreme power. Meaning, god got the name 
Agni(fire) for emitting light, Aditya for being indestructible, Vayu(air) for being 
inhaled by the world and life, Chandra(moon) by virtue of being joyous, 
Shukra(Venus) for being pure, Brahma for being the greatest, and Prajapati (lord 
of the masses) because he takes care of his people. Thus, the Vedas themselves 
can be used to give proof that various such names have been used for god which 
are usually names of living men and natural elements. But unfortunately we 
considered them god and began worshipping those names in place of god. Even 
today, we call by names while worshipping like mother, father, friend, 
companion etc. but no one misunderstands that we are worshipping our parents 
or friend. In the exactly same manner, the instances and prayers for words like 
sun, moon, Varuna, Indra, fire, air etc. in the Vedas should be inferred to be 
praying god, and not anything from the inanimate world. 

The Vedas have only propagated monotheism. European scholars are also forced 
to accept this today. They disregard the style of Sayanacharya and other Vedic 
annotators who were the reason why a lot of western scholars saw an image of 
polytheism in the Vedas. 

Mr. Rath has written in his famous collection’s part 1 on pages 4-5. We give a 
summary here- 

He writes, The aim of interpreting the Vedas is not to imbibe any meaning given 
by others but to find out the meanings that were in the minds of the Vedic sages. 
Sayana sees an imitation of the thoughts of his time in the Vedas. The actual 
meaning of the Vedas was forgotten by all the scholars ever since olden times, 
and therefore kept giving the mixture of their own religious views as a part of 
the translation of the Vedas. ‘Mr. Whitney, J.nuir, and Weiber have all supported 
the above views in their books. 

Swami Dayanand was a famous social reformer and translator of the Vedas, 
belonging to the twentieth century who was a part of the religious community of 
India over the ages. He has given strong evidences in his 
‘Rigvedadibhashyabhumika’ and the translation of Vedas that the Vedas had 



propagated worshipping of a single god only and polytheism is clearly 
prohibited. Contemporary philosopher Shri Arvind Ghosh has critically 
compared the writing and style of Sayanacharya and Swami Dayanand. He 
writes the following in support of Swami Dayanand- 

“Swami Dayanand’s thoughts over here are totally clear and cannot be refuted 
that the Vedas propagate monotheism. There are hundreds of mantras in Vedas 
like ^ ^ f^TT act Pci which are evidences for this. Such mantras are 

found at many places all over all the Vedas, etc. etc.” 

The almighty is one, and the mantras illustrated below clearly substantiate this. 
The following are from Atharva Veda Chapter 13, page 5- 

5T Wtnfi 5T ^5: d^d 7t\ dl^^ld I II 

Hi^dtHl «t sraifr di^^d i u ii 

God is neither second, nor third, nor is he called the fourth. (16) 

He is neither fifth, not sixth, nor called the seventh. (17) 

He is neither called the eighth, nor the ninth, nor the tenth. (18) 

PRRT H: ¥ ITT ^ W + W I 


He is the supreme power, which is one, and happens once. 





Chapter 6 

Idol worship and the era of the Ramayana 


Historians can make mistakes regarding the exact time when Ramayana was 
written or took place, but it is known and accepted by all that the events 
mentioned in the Ramayana took place a long time before the Mahabharata. This 
was the time when Vedic tradition and Arya tradition had not disappeared. But it 
is clear that demoniac tendencies like non-vegetarian, drinking alcohol etc. had 
begun. The evil practices of destroying the sacrifices of ancient sages and saints 
as per Vedic tradition because of impure stuff like eating meat etc. If it is notices, 
it can be seen that the basic plot of the Ramayana is the efforts that were made to 
protect these very Vedic sacrifices and culture. 

All the material related to the Ramayana which is available in any other books 
today, can all be traced to have originated from the Ramayana written by 
Valmiki. But whatever Valmiki-written Ramayana books are found today, their 
chapters, difference in number of shlokas, non-contextual and violating instances 
make everyone believe that even this scripture does not have a minimal version 
just like other scriptures. Two kinds of Valmiki Ramayana are found now, one 
from Mumbai and the other from Bangladesh or Bengal. The former has one 
chapter (Uttarkand), 93 cantos and 4735 shlokas greater than the latter. Gorreseo 
is the famous author who translated the Ramayana into Italian. Even this version 
has just six chapter and is void of ‘Uttarkand’. Similarly, Champa Ramayana 
which was authored at the time or King Bhoj, is a summary of the Valmiki 
Ramayana and ends with the Yuddhakand. Valmiki has written the importance 
and greatness of the Ramayana after this chapter in his version. This is written at 
the beginning or end of any book, and proves that Uttarkand is a summary of the 
material which is written earlier. 

In spite of having the aforementioned projected parts, the Ramayana has the 
descriptions of Vedic rituals all over, there is no mention of idol worship. Like 
Manusmriti, the Valmiki Ramayana also substantiates non-vegetarianism and 
animal sacrifice in some of the shlokas, which clearly shows that the left wing is 
behind it. But the scarcity of shlokas supporting idol worship is sufficient to 



prove that when the different parts were joined, even then idol worship had not 
begun in this country. Therefore, our belief that idol worship did not exist before 
the Buddha’s era is not baseless. 

The following shlokas from the Uttarkand of Valmiki Ramayana are presented in 
support of idol worship¬ 
er^ 1 TTsnfcT y,ia u i1 I 

CRT dH'hH sfM II 

Wherever Ravana goes, he takes his golden linga. Similarly, it is written at 
another instance that <ih«m H | ^STFer meaning, 

“Ravana established the linga at the altar of sand’, etc. firstly, these shlokas are 
from the Uttarkand, which we have proved to be a projected chapter only using 
various evidences. But if these are considered right, then this ritual was 
demoniac. It is also right that the worshipping of Shiv Linga was propagated by 
the leftists and Ravana was one of them. Thus this does not harm our stand. 

The Aryas at that time performed prayers in the morning and the evening, and 
also offered to the fire. The Valmiki Ramayana vividly describes it. Vishwamitra 
had told Rama and Lakshmana that - 

<tuus) 

g+i 3ifa ■jih pain |‘ 


c^INm^dirfl f^raT | 

iMU-'U <r fitai TftaT fcTT*n ii 9 11 

. %% ST^ft iwus 

He said that they would bathe and perform yajna after enchanting. That fortunate 
night of Rama got spent, going on in that manner. They prayed in the morning 
and proceeded to another country. 



snrHUlrcuwj^: Truiw^di'Hi qflxmm i 
Utof cTfrflulHI^d fd'UW II %£ II 

+1*1 = 3T*ff *t»ius 

Thereafter, Rama wrapped himself in a cloth and performed the evening prayer. 
He drank only the water that Lakshmana had brought. 

Rama told Lakshmana- 

^ J ^ 

3i dtaci; cHs-^l ^f^cii ^l«i: II M I 
- ^ - <*tf 3PfT + iu* 

Look at the flag of Lord Agni (fire) near Prayag, look at the fragrant incense 
sticks. This makes me believe that the sage is here itself, has not gone anywhere 
outside. 

Similarly, there are instances of Bharat-Shatrughana performing yajnas and 
enchanting- 


td^ii wmcTOT *rrtRt i 

- *nf . ?°<* afrat +iu^ 

After the night had passed, these brothers went to the banks of Mandakini, 
bathed, and did a yajna, prayed before going near Lord Rama. 

In a similar way, the saints and sages to have been said to perform the fire 
rituals- 


3HT Tj^jJEufuii: 4fluil*d hHJH lf^dI: I 
^ lcdHIrdl |H|cRn?r5n: II [| 

- 3t | 3RT 

The saints performed the prayer, after the sun had and set and they had taken a 
bath. 



Queen Sita also used to perform prayers. Hanuman was searching for Sita when 
he saw the pond in the Ashok Vatika (the place where she was imprisoned) and 
said - 


TPHT: S^TTJTT c j) lei I 

fTift ^TTT pi i ^ftSTpf || || 

'sflafd W hT ri*i 1*1^11 I 

3IMlfJ|WlEl TTTS^^riSnrt SflddHI ST^Trr II II 


- Tni - ?w 1 

The devoted lady, her highness Sita will come to this holy body of water in the 
evening. If that beautiful lady is alive, then she will come to this pleasant and 
cold water pond for sure. 

The examples given above are so clear, that they don’t require any explanations 
or comments. These prove that the ear of Ramayana was the time of yajnas 
given in the Vedas, and even that did not have any place for idol worship. 

How surprising it is that Lord Rama performed the evening prayer himself, but 
his devotees worship his idol and consider themselves dutiful! Even the devotees 
of Lord Buddha stopped following the path shown by him and instead began 
worshipping his idol. But Buddhists were atheists, they had no got for 
worshipping in front of them, thus it was not unnatural of them to do this. The 
sad part is about the devotees of Rama, who did not accept the ideals of Rama in 
spite of being theists and propagated worshipping his idol. 

The description of idol worship in some places of the Ramayana authored by 
Tulsi, is Shri Tulsidas’s personal imagination. He was himself a Vaishnava 
(worshipper of Vishnu), therefore these instances are only reflections of his own 
views; it is not based on the Valmiki Ramayana. Neither did Sita worship a 
goddess at the time of her Swayamvar nor did Rama establish or worship a Shiv- 
linga in Rameshwaram before building the bridge. The Valmiki Ramayana has 
just stated that when Rama and Sita were returning from Lanka in the aircraft, 
Rama tells Sita, pointing towards the place that that was where they had begun 
constructing the bridge with the blessings of lord Shiva- 



iTrcT HT^TTRT I 

4)^d<r£T ffc^POH 3riV4MRiJplHJl ii II 9° II 

UdrMftH WT <H$Nld*<HI!*!<H<H I 

3T5T ^ cH^l^d: Tfn^T^rrt^^: || ?? || (^ gh . 

?R<|) 

The vast seashore that can be seen is called the beginning of the bridge 
(Setubandh), it is popular in the three worlds. This is an absolutely pure place. 
The sinners repent for the biggest of their sins over here. This is where the 
omniscient, biggest of the lords, Lord Shiva blessed us. 

The above shlokas have nowhere talked of a Shiv-linga or its installation. It is 
possible that Tulsidas read the word ‘Mahadev’ which is a synonym for Lord 
Shiva and literally means the greatest among gods; and he imagined the 
installation and worship of a Shiv-Linga. 

As we have written earlier, idol worship and anthropomorphism have a base- 
dependent relation; but even the fact that Lord Rama is an incarnation of god is 
not proved in the Valmiki Ramayana. Yes, he has been described as similar to 
Vishnu or a part of Vishnu at some places, but if we give a thought and carefully 
examine these instances, they appear to have been added later. Otherwise, Lord 
Rama has himself always declared himself to be a human only multiple times. 
Rama tells Sita- 


r*T ftl'tfpcii often xjwlx)(A<ri Tfti+n I 

When you were kidnapped by the evil minded demon Ravana, it was an act of 
god which a human like me managed to conquer. 

441^1 erfrjTT yfcmiRtdi I 
cir<£ci TT^f proi II ?3 II 

H4) 

By killing Ravana and wanting respect, I only did what any human should do to 



erase the insult done to him by his enemy. 


3T*ilc<Hld HTcJ’T TTF^T WT ^TT*n?3TFm II f 3 || 

. Trtf m) 

J 

Now I consider myself a human and the son of Dashratha. 

Similarly, Sage Narada was describing the qualities of Rama to Valmiki and says 
that Rama is similar to Parashurama; he did not say that he was Vishnu or an 
incarnation of Vishnu- 


3TTZI4: +l(5+imxtd I 

3T xT J^ll'ld: (rdl<ri<^dtfH: II f£, II 

TUFlM f$<HdlPld I 

fcl'wjdl FT^fr ^f HlJ-dcf II fb || 

- dlddiiu^, *T. ? 

He is an Arya. He is someone who sees everyone equally. He is the one who 
multiplies the joy of Kausalya, who possesses all qualities. He is similar to the 
ocean during seriousness, similar to the Himalayas when it comes to patience, 
similar to Vishnu in his ability and as beautiful and radiant as the moon. 

When Rama was mourning after being separated from Sita, that too, did not 
prove him an incarnation of god but human. This mourning has an emotional 
illustration in the Valmiki Ramayana. The entire chain shlokas are not given due 
to the fear of elongating too much but a few lines are given below- 

dfadMH TT3T: ^hd^l + ftd: I 

<ftH: 35^ ft^ddisarm 11 w 11 

d<rd L dl Iddcrdl^l Jld^r&dH: I 

Pi^dicii^d 3 Wr togwsftHwracm 11 11 (an 

SPf 4°,} 




Rama was mourning the kidnapping of Sita in this way, was full of remorse and 
had become anxious for a while. Rama used to be calm and composed usually 
but contrary to that, he became anxious out of sorrow and took a deep breath 
before sitting down. 

TT t? I 

Ji ^ 

Tcnitiij ajTfr f^rr^ cft^r n ? 11 

sfpfcn 1 *r tow Hnff^r fUrefH ii 3 11 

dHMdd^lMdcfl ftsnftT II 

Tre^nmnr: +d oi *113^1 ji: 1 

J 1 

^raWt pTfJTTT ^iW^lcHIH't^Pcl yfSRlP'ddift II <* II 

*S 

Rama, royal prince was separated from his beloved, and was full of sorrow and 
sadness when he said the following to Lakshmana - I am aware that there is no 
one else on this earth who has done bad deeds. This sorrow is received by me as 
a result of that, this sorrow has affected my mind and my heart. I have definitely 
committed sins that I wanted to many times. It is a result of them that I got that, 
in which I get to experience one sorrow after another. Oh Lakshmana! The fall 
of my kingdom, the division of my family, the death of my father, the memories 
of my mother altogether deepen my grief. 

After this, Rama expresses ignorance and worry just like humans and says that 
the demons must have killed and eaten Sita. When Rama sees Jatayu lying on 
the ground, he says that there is no doubt that it ate Sita. Now he is peacefully 
resting after having eaten her. I will kill him using my arrows, etc. this section of 
the Valmiki Ramayana strongly proves that Rama was a human being. Being sad 
as a result of separation from Sita, blaming all his past misdeeds the reason for 
all his sorrows, and not knowing facts like who took Sita, where is she now, is 
she alive or dead-all these are evidences that are sufficient to prove that Rama 
was not an incarnation of god. 

Thus, not only was idol worship less known during the Ramayana era but even 
the feeling of considering Rama an incarnation of god had not been implanted. 



All these imaginations spread in this country only after the rise of communities 
like the Vaishnava in the ancient times. On one hand this imagination has pulled 
god into the category of mortal beings whereas on the other it called Rama god 
as a result of which his principles and ideals no longer remain something for 
common men to imitate. They started believing that Rama was god, how can we 
do the same! The harm that these thoughts caused to this nation, that is far 
beyond imagination. 



Chapter 7 

Idol Worship and Mahabharata 


The Mahabharata is said to have taken place a little more than five thousand 
years ago. This is far later than the time of Ramayana. The Aryas in the 
Ramayana era followed the Vedic rules, but during the Mahabharata an open 
violation had begun. Sacrifice and perseverance were replaced by laziness and 
enjoyment. Being cunning was no longer considered a sin. Yudhishthira, who 
was known as the ‘Dharmaraja’ (or king of righteousness) used to openly play 
gambling in the royal meeting. Thus the community which taught the world the 
lesson of righteousness once upon a time was now swiftly moving towards 
decline. 

Just like the Ramayana, the Mahabharata too is no behind in terms of projected 
sections. It would be no exaggeration to say that the current version of the 
Mahabharata epic has increased multifold compared to the original one written 
by Ved Vyas. 

The number of shlokas in the Mahabharata is currently 95426. But is it clear 
from the proof of Mahabharata itself that Vyas had written twenty-four thousand 
shlokas - 


*TT^5ff T& 3THH df&dW I 
idfcM | WTTcT II 

- 3TTfcf. ? | f II 

Maharshi Vyas has made the Bharat-sanhita or the code of India comprising of 
twenty four thousand shlokas. In the absence of anecdotes, the wise people call 
this much ‘Bharat’. On the contrary, a few people try to prove the number of 
shlokas to be 8800 only by giving another shloka- 



TT^nf^r i 

^r sp^t t 1 r?r ^r>srzfr si h st 11 

- aTrftf * * i a ii 

I know eight thousand eight hundred shlokas, the parrot knows too. I don’t know 
whether Sanjay knows or does not know. 

The reason behind the multifold increase in the shloka count, can be found in the 
Mahabharata itself. Charioteer Ugrashrava, son of charioteer Lomaharshan says 
that fl’ifldi $ | 

“Consider one lakh shlokas from my side”. This proves that there was a time 
when this shloka count had crossed one lakh also. 

Swami Dayanand has given another proof in this regard in his Satyarthprakash 
on the basis of Raja Bhoj authored ‘Sanjeevani Itihaas’ (the history of 
Sanjeevani). It has been written in this that “Vyas wrote 4440 and his disciples 
wrote 5600, meaning total 10000 was the count in the Mahabharata. That 
reached twenty thousand at the time of his majesty Vikramaditya. Emperor Bhoj 
says that it was 25 during his father’s reign, and now in half my age there is a 
Mahabharata available comprising of thirty thousand shlokas,” etc. 

An alternate evidence available in this regard is the Garuda Purana which proves 
the shloka count in the Mahabharata is just six thousand- 

$?*TT: ^ fay*^ 3Tc9T 3TTT^ I 

■*3 *3 fV t »3 ^ ^ 

<t>ifttiqftft cl lali ft cl3Tfff cM *r>cSftci ft c<JH II 

j * 

In the Krit era, all the demons who took birth in Brahmin communities take 
away some parts of the Mahabharata of six thousand shlokas and keep 
interfering in the remaining parts. 

The above evidences prove that Mahabharata, originally known as ‘Jaya’ first, 
‘Bharat’ next and ‘Mahabharata’ later possibly due to an increase in the number 
of shlokas - it is difficult to decide that it has so many postiches - how big is the 
original writing? The facts that are true regarding the Mahabharata, the same 
hold true in regard of the Geeta also. The Bhagvad Gita is a subset of the 
Mahabharata itself. There is no translation found before the interpretation given 
by Shankar Swami, which proves that the Gita did not have an independent 
existence, as a scripture, outside of Mahabharata prior to that. Also it is neither 



possible nor rational for such an elaborate and digressed discourse by Lord 
Krishna in the form of Gita right at the time of the battle. It was sufficient to 
motivate Arjuna to fight the battle by proving the immortality of the soul, which 
is clear from the second chapter of the Gita. Therefore it is our belief that there is 
no dearth of additions made later to the Gita as well. 

We do not wish to go into further detail on this subject, because it is not a subject 
predicable by us. Our aim here is just to prove that in spite of having so many 
exaggerated parts in the Mahabharata and the Gita, both of them do not have a 
single shloka in support of idol worship. In fact, there is a shloka in the 
Mahabharata clearly refuting idol worship- 

rapp'd hw qrr h $ 11 


Foolish people consider idols made of clay, stone, metal or wood as god. Such 
people can never attain peace of mind. 

Popular Indian historian Raibahadur Chintamani Vinayak Vaidya has elaborately 
described this topis in his book ‘Bharatmimaansa’. He is also of the opinion that 
idol worship was not prevalent in this country till the time of Mahabharata. We 
present that for our readers to contemplate in his own words cited below- 

It is clearly seen in the Mahabharata that every Arya Brahman, Kshatriya and 
Vaishya (the castes) performed yajnas and prayers every day. At least there is no 
shortage of such descriptions in the stories of Indian warriors. It cannot be seen 
anywhere that Rama and Lakshmana forget praying in time. Similarly, the poet 
did not forget mentioning the prayers performed by Lord Krishna while 
describing the incident of Krishna going for agreement - 

UlcRr^RI I 

TOt iRTT tfrT II 

- 3T?T. jqVLi ^ 3T* 

One main part of the prayer was ‘Upasthan’ which is done by chanting Vedic 
mantras. It is written that Indians used to get ready on the battlefield during 
battle time only after having a bath early morning followed by prayers. The 





battle took place at night only once and all the soldiers took rest on the field 
itself. That time has been described as that battle began even before sunrise that 
day. But when the sun rose, then entire military stop battling. Thereafter all the 
soldiers performed prayers and worshipped the sun in the battlefield itself. This 
shows the importance of prayers and the worship of sun in the Mahabharata era. 
It is written in the chapter Drona Parva,186 that - “the solar system began to be 
seen as a golden circle in the east as a result of the golden sun; that is when the 
warriors of both the sides, the Kauravas and the Pandavas, left their respective 
chariots, horses, palanquins, faced the sun and started praying”. 

“The second duty was offerings to the fire. It is definitely proven that every 
person who was an Arya used to keep an installation of fire in their home. We 
have already shown earlier the description of Yudhishthira in the 82nd chapter of 
the Drona Parva. Yudhishthira used to wake up early morning, then performed 
prayers after bathing, and then finally did not forget going to the yajna-room and 
offer customary prayers while enchanting Vedic mantras- 

CS t 
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“Similarly, when Lord Krishna leaves for hastinapur in the 8 th chapter of ‘Udyog 
Parva”, that is described as- 

^rcn nlq^o-ch THTcT: -t pi ^ cl: I 

ftcU-drd tT ddl£d: || 

It is written that Lord Krishna and Yudhishthira performed prayers, gave charity 
to the Brahmins etc. (pages 447-448). He expresses his views on idol worship 
and writes- 

“This fact is indisputable that there is no description of idol worship in this 
description. Although Lord Krishna and Yudhishthira’s acts of praying are 
described in detail, even then there is no description of any god’s metal or stone 
idol being worshipped. If worshipping idols of gods was a part of prayers that 
time, then that topic would have definitely found a mention. Therefore, it can be 





definitely approximated that in the era of the Indian battle and Mahabharata, idol 
worship of any kind or of any god had not been included in the prayer culture of 
the Aryas. No home had begun the practice of keeping idols at home and 
worshipping them. Different aphorisms also did not suggest the practice of 
worshipping gods. This makes it indisputable that the practice of worshipping 
gods developed in the many years following the Mahabharata era.” (Page 448- 
449). He reiterates further, “But a lot of description is found in the Mahabharata 
regarding temples and idols placed inside temples. It is true that the original 
Vedic religion had no importance given to temples or idols, nor were idols a part 
of people’s routine religious practices. The new chapters which are added to the 
Mahabharata by ‘Saudi’ are the ones which contain descriptions of temples and 
idols” (page 449) “Although temples and idols have existed, but the religious 
practices of the Aryas had not yet imbibed worshipping gods - this fact can be 
seen in the Mahabharata and domestic sources also” (page 450, line 27-29) 

At the end he writes in the epilogue - 

“All that has been said till now boils down to that the religion of Indian Aryas 
during the Mahabharata war was only based on the Vedas, so during the 
Mahabharata era this religion included gods other than the Vedic gods; and Indra 
was left behind in the Vedic gods and idols of Shiva and Vishnu began to be 
made. The two to three thousand years that passed between the Indian war and 
the Mahabharata, it was inevitable that Indian religion transformed during this 
period. (Here the author refers to the time when Mahabharata war took place as 
the ‘Indian war’; and Mahabharata era refers to the time, two-three thousand 
years later, when newer parts after the war description were added and this epic 
took shape as ‘Mahabharata’ as its presently known - Author). “The main 
practices of worship during the Vedic era were prayer and yajna. Studying the 
Vedas was present and prevalent among all the three castes, but a religion had 
established when the society and religion of the Aryas and non-Aryas has 
transformed. This religion maintained the study of Vedas and yajnas for the 
Brahmins, but the worship of Shiva, Vishnu and Durga became prevalent among 
the other castes. Additionally, idols and temples for these gods began to be 
constructed at this time. The devotion towards numerous souls and spirits came 
into existence among the ignorant, and it is also clear that it is prohibited to 
worship the stupas of the Buddhists.” (Page 455) It is clear from the above 
examples given by the wise author that idol worship became prevalent within the 
two-three thousand years following the Mahabharata war. The prohibition of 



worshipping the Buddhist stupas also proves that this blending in the 
Mahabharata took place in the Buddhist era, when worshipping their stupas had 
become prevalent. 

The creative creations of painters and sculptors are respectable in the eyes of art 
just like the figurative creations of poets. The Saraswati, Lakshmi and Mahakali 
(goddesses) idols of ancient times are beautiful creations of art. The picture of 
‘Bharat Mata’ (India depicted as a goddess) in present times is also a similar 
piece of imagination. What are the satirical pictures regularly published in 
newspapers and magazines? The outcome of artists’ imagination! There is 
neither anything wrong in it nor any harm. There are effigies of great men 
established at many places in the West, but no one considers them worshippers 
of idols because of this. The harm begins when we began considering them 
living and intelligent and start worshipping them, or consider them god and a 
means to enlightenment of our soul by praying to them. It is possible that these 
idols were placed in temples and mansions at that time as pieces of art or 
respecting the brave. This alone does not prove idol worship till the time it is not 
explicitly said that people went to those temples and prayed to them. 

God has been called formless and shapeless in the Mahabharata and incarnation 
has also been refuted. It is clear from the following shlokas- 

•Hfffl&fl HffRTT ftFff: T3*lc^lc+4l<H<HldHfa II II 
5T xT&JTT F$*fT 5T xT I 

cHId’HI g y£lQ<H <HglHlc«HI II II 

3Hls4t-M$h^r cKt4U<H<r^cLii|<H | 

mrfti fatted h tb 11 

- Slipmd 3T * m 

Oh Brahmin! A sage looks at god in his own soul. This is neither visible to the 
eyes nor felt by any of the senses. It can be seen only be the lamp of mind. (16). 
that god is free of words, touch, form, taste, odor, is indeclinable and present in 
the body. Look at the one without formless or sense. (17) 

Shrimad Bhagwat contains the description of yajna, sacrifice, yoga, self-study 
etc. only; not of idol worship or any form of inanimate worship- 



f^TT: I 

y arcT«A fcfaiciWdi: HrTcT df*1laidjloi! II ^y II 
cTf^r^df^rfmFT 1 TkT *TfRPT: ^T: I 

rSFSyr fti^o-cl II II 

This is why ‘Om’ is enchanted and practices like yajna, charity, perseverance 
take place regularly and continuously among the Vedic people. (24) Oh Arjuna! 
Those who desire heaven, don’t expect the fruits but carry on activities like 
yajna, sacrifice and charity in various forms while enchanting holy words. (25) 
Yajna refers to offering the fire itself, it is clear from the below shloka- 

|cf Sect d4W L d fcf STFTI 

qrt h *r sfr n 11 

Oh Arjuna! Yajna performed without dedication, charity given, sacrifice made 
and anything done without dedication, and is called as ‘untrue’. Such deeds are 
neither beneficial in this world nor in the other world. 

Lord Krishna has again declared yajna as duty to be performed always and 
regularly. This is what is called as purifier of human mind- 

tMdlddM: snf H r*lla-4 <*l<S<Ad cTtT I 
*TrfT ^Tfff Mlddlft <Hffflftuim || 

Yajna, charity and sacrifice are not worth condemning. These must be performed 
because these are the things which purify humans. 

At the end, Lord Krishna addresses Arjuna while describing ways of attaining 
god- 


*t*it sftaHr it i 

+1*1 I'd ala tl ft o-OI ^TfiRT^T 3JT S+l II 4° II 

^tTTT ^UrUTST tt I 

drdl TRT *T I 

JH II II 

J 



Oh Arjuna! Listen to how a man with a clear mind attains Brahma, and listen to 
the biggest dedication towards knowledge in brief. (50). A man can attain god by 
having a pure mind, controlling mind by strength of the soul, leaving topics like 
touch and words, and sacrificing jealousy and enmity. (51). One who likes 
solitude, has regulated food, and who has won the body, speech and mind and is 
busy in remembering god and enriching his mind, who has accepted quietness, is 
the one who attains Brahma. (52). 

Shri Shankaracharya, while interpreting ‘Siddhi Prapto’ etc. fiftieth shloka, 
refutes the argument which is presented in support for idol worship, that is - the 
mind cannot accept the formless god and therefore an idol is required. He writes 


MTOy dJ-I + sMfrT <d) 

711*1 Toi e*n^: | 

df^nS^Wd-ddTtsHItH, TWW y<H|u>d*d*l<H|U||d” I 


Some learned people say that human mind cannot accept and understand as a 
result of being formless, this is why the knowledge about god is not pragmatic. It 
is fine that people who have not had teacher-student tradition, who have never 
heard of the Vedas, whose mind is busy in external issues, who have not done 
any hard work regarding justice and proof, they are the ones who remember god 
in this way. 

Lord Krishna was neither god nor an incarnation, he himself refutes this in the 
Gita- 


5T^f*T cqd'IciiT?! <l<3 xj 1-4*1 I 

dlo-US ^ ^d‘lPl 5T II V I <9 II 

Oh Arjuna! Both of us have taken many births, spent many lives. I am aware of 
all those; but you are not aware. 

It is such a straightforward evidence that proves Lord Krishna as a living being 
who is trapped in the repeating cycle of life and death. Lord Krishna was wise 
and knew that living beings are mortal and always caught in life-death. 
Alternately, it can be said that he was learned and knew of rebirth while Arjuna 
did not possess this knowledge. But he was definitely human, not god; otherwise 



there would be no mention of multiple births. 

Thus, idol worship was not prevalent in this country until Mahabharata and Gita 
were authored; nor was it a part of the prayer rituals of the people here. 



Chapter 8 

Idol Worship and the Ancient Era 


This country went into spiraling decline the battle of Mahabharata. The country 
got divided into many small states and everyone began committing sins in the 
name of religion or righteousness. The ‘Tantra’ scriptures came into existence 
during this period and leftism became prevalent everywhere. During the times of 
Ramayana, yajnas were considered lapsed if flesh etc. was accidentally involved, 
whereas now those yajnas were performed by sacrificing animals. Different 
types of yajnas like ‘Ashwamedh’, ‘Gomedh’, and ‘Narmedh’ involved 
sacrificing horses, cows and humans respectively. The phrase “Vedic violence is 
not violence” was made prevalent and became the cover for all kinds of 
violence. This era can be called an era of great decline of this country from a 
religious perspective. The demons which Rama struggled and fought to oust 
them were the ones who were ruling at this time. Some tantric people began 
roaming with a necklace of skulls around their necks and a bowl made of human 
skull in their hands. The graveyard was their home and human flesh their food. 
People considered them certified great men and began to worship them. But 
even in this era of religious decline, idol worship did not become prevalent in 
this country, instead yajnas alone were propagated in a distorted form. 

The birth of Jainism and Buddhism was a reaction to this pitiable state. As we 
have written earlier, this was the time when foreigners came to this country and 
their arrival and contact gave rise to idol worship. Slowly, leftist violent yajnas 
were replaced by idol worship. 

Lord Buddha prohibited yajnas and laid great emphasis on good behavior in life. 
Idol worship finds no mention in his teachings anywhere. But later idol worship 
became prevalent among the Buddhists also as a result of coming in contact with 
foreigners. Buddhism also got partitioned into different communities and the 
entire glory of the Buddhism era moved towards helter-skelter. 

Shri Shankaracharya tried establishing the Vedic religion once again around this 
time. This was mainly based on the Upanishads, Vedanta, and the Gita, all of 



which are still known as Trastantrayi’. Shankara Swami refuted idol worship 
and tried ousting from the country along with Buddhism, but was not successful. 
He has strongly condemned idol worship in this book ‘Parapooja’ in the 
following words - 



t. MjjUiiidigd di<HH^ i 

+qi(S+<l HlC^tl 3TL*J>u tj^-t-^ltldd II 

i. ^d^tiK 1 ! ^rcrmtT: ddeiim* fi3T: i 


miuii(c! 'Zi'bcZoi ofm^- 3 ii 

^FldM-dd - 

i. areriTT vifcid i m^h <-dl >1 uii'«*i 3 jnt^TJTT i 
ird<Hi ftumi 'rar ^TSf 3*3 <h$Ic«<h: n 
#. cft^3 tTSRTTtt 33*3 3FTFT Jp=Jr$ I 
y Id H 1*11 Trat ^FfT ^ 5RT Jj^iild'H: II 


<». 3T3FfW3 3t3T $3: 3T3F3 173 3 I 
^ qf^T?T! $3FcJ +rp<HH ?T frF5lcr II 


£>. <-a ^ H 1*1 *i r*i <rrai t^ftiifd *-«&[?! I 
RTeTTTJH^T^ttT^T di sHs^ 1"?Hdi II 
l5< id^ci*-*! <tid! THTH flt 3 ! F3^Q^Q*'t-*i 3 I 


Td>iid*-«i■*-* i'1h Jld' 3 <*-<i^-*ii<h< u i ^j(i: II 

J’ 

£» iri pIh^ <£cil JTFGf h*h fffT^F^TffTF^r xT I 

Pi dlfl-^rpr <*nrfi ^rr tfr^r^rsr 11 

O ft, ^ 

V idr*ic^'-d -t-*i *}^ ^*i Td' k ^»id<t-*i j7>d ^ci: I 
dk-«jd 3 fcTHl 1 <FT3 t«tr3F5T?3T3 Jj1S u ll II 
f°° ^33 33*T?nTTffTF3 ^>dl «fUi»j|d I 


33f§i u lie*lldcrd'*-*l 3Tc[f&cfT3"F3 33 HlcT: 
ft. 3TH^1t?3 ^uf+ii qri^dWd ST^H I 


f37*3 MiNdl ST^Ht: *T73W3*T: II 

*v 

f*. c\dlHd: 3fl3t $3: -Hdldd: | 

r*l t« 71 Id fa <H I d *1 ^TtSF3TT^T 3aT^cT II 



1. What is evocation for the complete? What is seat for the base of all? What is 
offering and verse for the clean? What is rinsing for the pure? 

2. The almighty is the preponderant, baseless and omniscient. It is the 
motivation of the soul and the reason for life. 

3. It is a sentence of the Puranas - idol worship is lowly, enchanting the 
mantras is mediocre, worshipping the Vedas is superior, worshipping the 
great men is of Highest order 

4. The man whose mind is into pilgrimage, animal sacrifice, and idols made of 
wood, stone or clay. 

5. Oh priest! Tell us where god resides? You have confined him to one place 
by stone and made god of stone. 

6. Oh foolish! You leave behind delicacies at your home and beg around! You 
call art made of stone, wood and clay to be god. 

7. Why does the pure need a bath? Why does the one who gives shelter to the 
world need clothes? Why does the baseless need a sacred thread? And why 
does the elegant need ornaments? 

8. How is fragrance important for the incense? How are flowers important for 
the cloth-less? How is incense stick important for the odourless? What is the 
need for a lamp for the self-radiant? 

9. What is the meaning of offering for the ever satisfied? What is the need of 
fruits for the still? What is the meaning of betel for the eternal? And what is 
the need of offering for the evergreen joy? 

10. What is the need to show a lamp for the self-radiant? What is the need to 
circumambulator the infinite? What is the need to bow to the unparalleled? 

11. What is the meaning of immersion for the one who is inside and outside? 
The following is the correct way to worship the almighty- 

12. Make this body a temple and consider living being itself to be god, abandon 
the remains of ignorance and pray with dedication. 

Thus Shri Shankara Swami has refuted the god having a form again and again in 

his interpretations. We provide some citations from the translation of the Vedant- 

'sfirraTcT i " ? n l 33} 

Shri Swami interprets this as - 

narafcT sPini^d i 



“The same object cannot possess two opposing qualities at the same time just 
like heat and cold cannot coexist”. 

The meaning is that having a form and being formless are two opposite qualities 
which the Brahma cannot possess simultaneously. 

<H" 1*1 cilSft" i (4<u*"d H ^ I 

ft) 


He translates this and writes - 

d ji <^e<j^y &i^ STSf s$V4 a y eA I 5T 

cfracT yd aif <R «i: 3^i^d^yd I 

df*iW 9?^ yd ^yilq fa"?!yl4d dfljd h- fld 
xlrdd^lRid fa^TSTTH |**»* +i4>l 

J x 

(Two forms of the Brahma are found in the Upanishads, one that has a form and 
one that does not; this question has been answered by Shankara Swami in this 
interpretation of his -) The Brahma cannot have two different forms. There is 
nothing in which two opposite qualities, like formless and form, can together 
reside because these two qualities are mutually opposites. All the sentences that 
describe Brahma found anywhere have called him free of words, touch, form and 
fault, and indeclinable. 


- 4d|l<rd ? H I K« 


“SrfRc^ *rfrT y+iis-ufUcK't-^ift 

3TofT3<ITr<f 

If god has a form and a body, then he too will lose qualities of god in spite of 
being god and will resemble any ordinary human being who has desires. 

Shankar Swami criticizes ‘Ganesh-Pooja’ (worshipping Lord Ganesha) and says 
that - 



“3ft JllumHJ! 'Hr-yiJH+d 3T^HT died«<r<J 

J 

^nrsy id<H idt- 

'tSiK^^rifrd^'clfri 3i qfls: y Icin llcirl I*bpl cT^?r3r>3Rr3T I 
graf 4.41114.4 TT^TiW Jl^lMrl: *r pRWtRT 

-5" O J 

3RRT-+UU|cei +r?^^Rld^ | 
f^T ^TeT ^frra^ cTFT ill^oird d^Mc! 

■O 

Hlf5v*+rI<<-'1 rd 3TcTt 44lfi5t+K u l Mid^ld 

fl 4T^ sfte^nr afrefar flcRn^r ^rtth" i 
- 3l«h<lc*TSq^<n ty 

Oh worshipper of Ganapati (Ganesha)! Your belief that Ganesha is the most 
superior is not true. The portent Ganesha, having the head of an elephant and the 
one who comes into existence and destroys by the people of Shiva, how can he 
be the parent of the world? He is popular in this world because he is the son of 
Rudra/Lord Shiva. If you consider him the Brahma, then he will not be the 
parent for the worshippers of Shiva because he is the son. Therefore, Brahma 
only is the parent of Rudra, etc. An evidence from the Upanishad is ‘He was the 
past of the nature in true form. 

Many such evidences can be given from the interpretations of Shankar, but we 
do not present them here due to the fear of elaboration. But the efforts of Shri 
Shankaracharya against idol worship were all in vain and with the decline of 
Buddhism, different kinds of idols began to be made in this country which 
replaced the idols of Buddha and the Jain Tirthankara. A lot of Puranas also 
came into existence during this period itself. The outlines of idol worship as in 
Hinduism at present, rituals, festivals, pilgrimage, caste system by birth, were all 
laid around this time. The three major communities - Shaivas, Vaishnavas and 
Shaktas came into existence during this period of time. The eighteen Puranas are 
scriptures based on these three communities alone. The importance given to idol 
worship, incarnations, and pilgrimage given by the Puranas representative of 
Vaishnava communities is far greater than that given by the other two 
communities. 

It is likely, from a study of the Puranas that the scholars of that time also 
opposed idol worship. They had either publicly condemned it, or prohibited it 



among the wise by calling it a thing of the ignorant, foolish and lower class 
people. The Brahmins did not accept the task of worshipping in the temples, and 
if someone agreed to perform as a result of greed, then they were ousted from 
the caste. Some such evidences from the Puranas are given below- 

’TFcT chflicies xl I 

H rcil | i^-cf I 

+ldNlHJxr di^fdU-dd faftdldi || ¥* II 

In this atrocious Kaliyug (modern times), the clever people gave birth to the 
Puranas and worshipping Vishnu, Shiva etc. to earn a living. 

dlJ-dd^lft cfraffSr H ^udl<Hdl: I 
H i^q HTV3": II ¥ ¥ II 

-Zy -5 

ffllRirl ffi ST xT ; 

ST & ^?TSfrS3r dl^Hd: I 

i4lfSdl fl4<£dl 

fimfTsrcfr II ¥9 II 

ir+isTsS fttiidl. cbp'^llc^ 3ffJT f irtlSft: I 

O O O -i 

drehaj^: di^Rld v *T W sfpIT: II 

¥3 II 

- §HI Jldci- ¥ o 3f. 


Water bodies are not places of pilgrimage, idols of clay and stone are not god. 
They don’t purify anyone even in a long time. Purity can be attaining by meeting 
the great and learned men. (1). Sins cannot be washed away by praying to things 
like fire, sun, moon, stars, earth, water, sky, air, voice etc. Worshipping these 
separates one from the god. Even the slightest things done for wise men help in 
washing sins away. (12). The one who looks for self-knowledge in this body 
made of air, bile, and mucus, intellect in women, god in idols made of earth, and 
pilgrimage in water- such a person is ‘gokhar’ or the donkey who carries food 





for the cows. 

Similarly, Kapildev, who is counted as among the incarnations, says that - 

3Tf ^dlr<HldrpS7H: I 

d<Hd did 7U JTctf: ^TFtSxfr II II 

HT ^Tcf^ diddled Id I 

ST3T^ did Id dt-d<rdd H: II II 

3igdtdld-ct£c3: ifhddlmrddlSSTCf I 
^^Sf^ST^rt3|HyidlddlQld: II 3W II 
- 3ilddd; 3 3T. 3^ 


I am present as the spirit in all the creatures. It is an irony that people disrespect 
me and worship my idols. I am the one who resides in everyone’s body. Men 
who abandon me and worship images, are the ones who offer the ashes of their 
ignorance to the yajna fire. (22). Oh Mother! I am not satisfied by small-big 
elements, prayers, rituals and I don’t become happy by those who insult the 
living beings. (24) 


^dlddddlPl h ^ddl<Hdl: I 

?T ^drddft f^pRFHT £FTT^r II *3 II 

- £tfr UMIdd, ^ S. 3f . b 
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Water bodies are not places of pilgrimage, gods are not made of stone and clay, 
all these do not purify in any point of time. 

did^lift MHlui^ddld | 

dlPldl H yikld^ 4-d Ird y rd d K u l I d^ II 
- flld4Jl u l * 33 I ^ II 

Places of pilgrimage full of water and gods made of stone and clay are not 
accepted by the saints as per their belief. 





The Shivpurana has stated different ways of worshipping Shiv Lingas made of 
different metals and different colors. But at present, only Lingas of stone are 
prevalent all over the country, which was meant only for the lowermost castes 
according to the Shivpurana. wm" ll w ll 

also proves that the famous Shiv Linga worship is meant for the Shoodras or the 
lowermost strata of people in the caste system. 

Emperor Ashoka’s minister and popular strategist Chanakya has also said that 
idol worship is meant for the less intellectual- 

31 fSfll <4 al I +prflff11 I 

I -t-G I +ici>1 +1*1 II II 

- xFFT^crfllcl. 3T. y 

Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas have the fire as their god, the sages have god in 
their hearts. God resides in the idols for the less intelligent and god is 
everywhere for the impartial. 

The Puranas contain condemning words for the priests and suggestions to oust 
them from the community. In the Varaha Purana, there is a list containing names 
of Brahmins who should not be served during death rituals, and temple priests 
find a mention in this list. 

XT I 

+ II b I ¥tf II 

The woman with bad behavior, her husband, a new mother, and temple priests 
are not deserving of finding a place in the death rituals and feast. 

Padmapurana, a ‘Vaishnava’ purana, harshly directs abandons worshipping, 
touching, and offering in front of idols of gods other than Vishnu- 



HTS=*r a fatfcT 3T XT M-H-ilrl I 

oTF^T TTTT^ 3pftH HTT^RIW f^^trT II $3 II 
Sen'll H ^diirii ft *iW*i li^ci I 

^frS?HTlrr 3TfTPnt tIIH^H: II II 
irf^TT^rt *r tjiusm'i 3ToT^ $pnr i 
<*xrM+ir& 4*-^ H-i+lR'oHdl II II 

ft*u 3lt <^ft o^Woi: I 

TWt *TCT Pr?llx|l*-H 3T^mm-TT# ^RJcT ii || 

Meaning, the brahmins should neither look at another god nor worship it; neither 
have Prasad in its name nor go to its temple. They should not even have the 
Prasad remaining after offering to it. A foolish Brahmin eating this as good as 
eating dung. The one who worships Shiva and others is definitely untouchable. 
He burns in the fire of hell for crores of years. Oh Brahmins! The Prasad of 
Shiva and other gods is comparable to meat and alcohol. 

The Bhavishya Purana is considered to be newest than all others. This is 
predictions like the Muslim invasion and the arrival of the British. This is 
sufficient to prove that this purana is the latest. This purana has an extremely 
interesting story, which can prove that the brahmins considered praying in 
temples condemnable until a few centuries ago. 

Lord Krishna’s son Saamba, in order to free himself of his father’s curse, 
constructed a huge temple of the sun god and established an idol inside that on 
the suggestion of Narada. This is the interesting story whose important part from 
the Bhavishya Purana has been cited in brief- 

Saamba says that oh Narada! I saw the sun god himself on your request but I 
have a concern that who will worship and protect this idol, please tell me this to 
drive away my fears. Hearing this Narada said that oh Saamba, no Brahmin will 
accept this task, because brahmins who use money earned from god to earn a 
living they are called condemnable and are outcast from society like the 
Shoodras. Those who earn money through god and brahmins are sent to hell, 
there they receive leftovers of food eaten by vultures and therefore no Brahmin 
would agree to become a prayer of god. Now you should ask the sun god himself 
who will perform the rituals regularly; or ask the priest of king Ugrasen who 
might accept this task. Hearing this, Samba went to the priest, Gaurmukha’s 



home. Gaurmukha had just finished his evening prayer and was relaxing in his 
home. Samba bowed to him and said Sir! I have made a temple for the sun god, 
placed an idol of the sun god with his wife in it and rehabilitated a city in my 
name. Now it is my request that you accept this. Hearing this Gaurmukha said 
that Oh Samba, we are brahmins and you are the king. If we accept what you are 
saying, then our identity will be destroyed and we will become outcast like the 
Shudras. I will become a demon in another birth and you too will have to face 
the curse. If such people sit in a place and have food, that place becomes impure 
and cannot be purified without performing special rituals. If such people help 
someone in their rituals, then their fathers are disrespected. Brahmins perform all 
other rituals but they should not accept the ritual of worshipping an idol of god. 
(Bhavishya Purana, B.C. 133, Navalkishor Printing Press Lucknow, June 1891) 

Around eleven hundred years ago, Alberuni, a famous traveler in history, stayed 
in this county for 30-40 years and translated many Sanskrit writings to Arabic. 
We can prove our belief too. He has described all the communities in the 11th 
chapter of his book “Kitab-ul-Hind”. He has described in detail the image of all 
gods ad has presented his views regarding idol worship as well. He says that 
“this practice of idol worship is followed by the commoners and ignorant people 
of India, otherwise educated Hindus do not believe in it”. (The India of 
Alberuni) 

Similarly, the author of Crawford’s history of the Indian Archipelago, 1820, vol. 
II and Journal of Indian Archipelago vol. II, III, IV, Mr. Crawford has cited the 
history of the Indian islands. These prove that after Buddhism emerged in the 
Lakshadweep islands, some Hindus went and settles in Bali. They completely 
follow Hinduism till date. “They are divided into four castes - brahmins, 
Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shoodras, like the ancient Hindus. Hindu kings rule 
their even today. Brahmins are vegetarian. They are respected just like they were 
here. “The Brahmins do not indulge in idol worship”. This proves clearly that 
brahmins and other wise people did not get involved in idol worship even after it 
had become popular in this country and they considered it condemnable”. 

On one hand there are representations of idol worship and incarnation in the 
Puranas, whereas on the other hand here are instances where god has been 
clearly stated to be formless, omnipresent and immortal. The latter shake the 
foundation of idol worship and incarnations and amidst this communal storm 
also glimpses of ancient Vedic principles can be seen. Some such shlokas from 
the Puranas are given below- 
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Brahma says Oh Sage! The formless cannot be seen by the eyes. The reason is 
that sight is destructible. How can the property-less be seen? 


vptI c<jrfl -HIT: SpSt : 1 TT: I 
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The soul is free of birth, one, omnipresent, pure, homogenous, formless and 
beyond nature. It is free of birth and ageing, and is omnipresent and 
indestructible. (28) 

Oh Raj an! He is the knower of everything, he is neither known nor will ever be 
known by manmade names or categories. (30) 

The translation of the word Vishnu in the Vishnu Purana is done in the 
‘omnipresent’ sense only- 

fafa cTRT 3TTc*TT flglcdd: | 
d+ldloH y^^rHTcT II II 

- fa. 5 = 3T5T. 3, 3f. ¥ 


This entire universe is full of the energy of that almighty. Therefore, he is known 
as the Vishnu because the root word ‘Vish’ means to enter. 
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We don’t find the beginning, mid or end of the summary of the immortal, 
omnipresent, god, almighty; we don’t know his form or kind. (86). Time, 
occasion or art cannot be the reason for whose experience, whose birth and death 
does not take place, who is constant always and is free of name and form. (84) 

The almighty cannot be seen with these eyes; can be seen only through self- 
study and yoga. The following shloka beautifully throws light on this topic and 
propagates that “idol worship is the path to god” - 

WTTrHT II 3 II 
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Protect yoga through self-study and vice versa. This is how the god can be 
illuminated using possessions called self-study and yoga. The almighty, who is a 
form of brahma cannot be seen with eyes full of desire for flesh. Self-study and 
yoga are the only two eyes to see it. 

H 5TTFHT W’UVflfcMl cWT e*M-d*fi ’TT: I 

3!T^T?r ^ ^mTTtr SrafSdo-dlMd^dd: II C || 
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The radiant almighty is subtler than the elements that can be defined. It is the 
base of all like the sky, free of faults, endless and beyond comparison. 

3TTTT^P1TS dlddl J[fldl I 

3TxTfiJtf^' ^^nf5r II 

- ^ iMftWMI, 3T. 3 

I am the one who resides in the heart. I do the task of taking without hands and 
walking without feet. I can see without the eyes and hear without the ears. 

y pi <dcsfrd c "Tofl d ^ I 
- q. 3T* 9 

O 



The almighty is above nature and life, and it is free of birth and death. 

anttenfU- tfr^aftfcT ftdT^dd i 

- T* U. 3T. 
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The god is completely free of sorrow, disease, old-age, death, grief and fear. 

3l ■jI 1 rl ^-ci i<-d-i a rpSTrTST II T C II 
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The almighty is free of smell, color, taste, words, and touch; it is not born, 
constant, immortal and is present in one’s soul. 

a^ilTri i 

tfrcT H drdlt-d cT3=FT^: WT II H 

- flm. q* ^FT *T. 3T * y 
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He sees without the use of eyes and he hears without ears. He knows everyone, 
there is no one who knows him completely. He is known as the greatest man, the 
divine. 
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He is present everywhere and resides inside everyone, even then cannot be seen 
in any visible form anywhere. (46). He can neither be seen with the eyes, nor be 
realized through any other senses. Only enlightened mind can perceive the 
greatest. (47). Just like oil is hidden in sesame and butter is hidden in curd, just 



like water is hidden in the reservoir and fire is hidden in the wood. (74). 
Similarly, the almighty is hidden in the soul and has no symptoms. A yogi can 
see him constantly in his soul through truth and perseverance. (75) 

All the Puranas describe the worship of Brahma, Vishnu, Shiv and Shakti 
primarily. But the Purana of every community declares the god that is 
worshipped amongst them the supreme-most and condemns the god worshipped 
by the other communities. The Vaishnava Puranas prove that Vishnu is great and 
remaining Brahma, Shiv and Shakti are inferior and that their worshippers are 
headed towards hell. Similarly, the Shiva Purana praises Shiva and condemns the 
rest of the gods. ‘Devi Bhagwat’, a Purana of the Shaktas(worshippers of Shakti) 
has criticized Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva in very harsh words. One community 
openly and freely uses abusive words for the followers of another religion. Not 
just that, these Puranas have descriptions of mutual wars and victory-defeat of 
these gods. We will show some of it to the readers in the sections to come. 

This mutual competition between communities during the Purana era totally 
proves that no matter what the ancient reason behind idol worship was, but over 
time it expanded as a result of commercial thinking and even today this feeling is 
standing in the way of abandoning it, in spite of knowing its futility and 
shortcomings. The conditions of these communities is exactly similar to how one 
shopkeeper calls his items the best and those of others inferior, in order to attract 
customers to his shop. These people want to establish their business by praising 
their god and ‘Tilak’ and condemning that of others. Otherwise, if there existed 
the feeling of one god among all the gods worshipped, then there was no reason 
for this competition. This is a natural consequence of polytheism. This 
commercial, communal competition in the Purana era was the major cause for 
the internal unrest among the Arya race. We will show over here that very 
mentality in brief. 

The Padma Purana, while praising Vishnu and the incarnations of Vishnu, writes 
that - 


11 ??<* 11 

- 3?H. TJ. 3T* 


The greatest of all, Lord Rama is the purest among all god. All the gods became 





purified due to his touch and sight. 


clIq 0rU lffll I 
^rRTTITTOTTtcntW fcHHT I 

- q. q. Mid Id TJ. 3T 
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Who can parallel Vishnu, the god of gods? Everything dissolves without the 
smallest share of his incarnation. 

*TFJ STKRPir ?FTn $3rT: I 

^devoid dfafcT *r mvu£\ ii s ii 

- IT. q. 3?HT. TJ. 3f. 9S3 
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The one considers Vishnu to be equal to Brahma, Shiva and other gods, is 
perpetually hypocritical. 

fad HI d^dWdd dl£dui: ^^^u|dl: | 

H T-y^dcdl 5T dd-dcdl 3T ^dcdl (Kidd II ?? II 
- q. 3. 3. 3f. 

What more can be said, just that it is a sin to touch, talk to or see someone who 
believes in a god other than Vishnu. 

3T5T^qf dp<HM?Ai I 

rd - deeded did II II 

Brahma and Shiva possess the qualities of luxuriousness and that of darkness, 
therefore they are not worthy of being worshipped. Oh Vishnu! You are the one 
who possesses good qualities, therefore you are worthy of being worshipped by 
the Brahmins. 


fH^qr cT ^q q*q w ersn i 

V\ 

PidW4 ^tt ii « 11 

The food-grains, flowers and water of other gods is not worthy of even being 
touched, in fact all the offering is similar to alcohol. 



This same Purana has the following shlokas in which Lord Shiva has criticized 
himself - 


^ddldi ^TrcT: 9J3 t I 
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Tf^cTT: ^TTZT *T^T II *k° II 

Lord Shiva says- Oh pious Parvati! I bore with hypocrites who possess bone, 
skull and ask for the sake of the betterment of the gods. Those who adopt my 
opinion and behave on the earth, they will become tainted of all religions and see 
the face of hell. 
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Oh Yogendra! Once upon a time Lord Vishnu used to rest on the bed of the 
snake god with Lakshmi. (1) That time Brahma, the greatest among all the 
scholars, came there with his own will and began asking Vishnu who has 
beautiful eyes and who was resting on a beautiful bed. (2) Who are you that rests 
like a proud human in spite of seeing me? Oh child! Get up, look I, you master, 
has come. (3). The deceitful and foolish who acts haughty on seeing their teacher 
should repent (4). Hearing this, Vishnu got angry on the inside but he remained 
calm on the outside and said, Oh! May you prosper, come sit on this sear (5). 
Your eyes appear cynical and your face bewildered right now. Brahma says Oh 
Vishnu! You are proud because of the effect of time (6). Oh Son! I am your 
protector and the father of the world. Vishnu says, all of this world resides inside 



me. How can you call it yours like a thief? (7). I am the greatest, I am the master 
- this is what they kept saying and agreed to fight a battle with the intention of 
killing each other (9). 

Praising one’s own community, praising Brahma’s signs and criticizing the 
symbols of other communities were major parts of this communal struggle. A 
sample of praise for the symbols of Vaishnava community like the shell, the 
wheel etc. and criticism for using the ash in the Shaiva community is given 
below- 


5T cTFT 4l$fpfl|U|: | 
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One who performs a thousand yajnas, one who is the knower of all the Vedas 
and scriptures, and the one who does not believe in the shell or the wheel, 
declines if he is a Brahmin. Such people should be made to sit on top of donkeys 
and driven out of the city. Read further- 


<Hd^|U| I 
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The man who does not have the tilak on his forehead, he should never be seen. 
That forehead looks similar to a crematorium (12). The man who performs 



prayers without the tilak heads towards hell. 


dl^ u l: IcIddM HTJTSJTft I 

queens 3T ^<3 tic II II 

If a true Brahmin applies ash on his forehead, then do not meet him just like a 
pot full of alcohol should not be. 

Shaiva scriptures like the Shiva Purana are full of praise for Shiva, but strongly 
criticize the worshipping of Brahma, Vishnu and Shakti as well as symbols used 
for them. The Shiva Purana considers Shiva as the only creator, other gods are 
petty creatures according to it- 
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3^$kdlcd4d4qi Pl^Hrd 5f% d-d Rid II T 3 II 
dJ-^lrd|x-d ofldrdlrdarra^ ^ddl<M u M: II fV II 

flfldrd ?f^TTF^TT d?llcd ST^TRT xT II ?4 II 
a ifli <1 h i 'jflflrdid -a «h n cd i d x-xi +icici: II ^ II 

s- 
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Shiva is the only form of the creator and is known as unproductive (10). This is 
why his symbols and form are incorporeal (11). No god other than Shiva is the 
creator, thus they cannot be unproductive (13). Other gods are creatures, not 
gods (14). Gods other than Shiva possess life and Shiva possesses divinity (14). 
Gods other than Shiva are void of all forms of art because they are forms of life 
( 22 ) 


d^-elK f^lfl+11*1 Is - *! | 
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Whenever one sees someone who calls other gods as similar to Shiva or 
considers them equals, then he should bathe while dressed up. 
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This poor Vishnu is a servant of Lord Shiva. 


*Tcf II 5, II 

Indra and other gods are servants of Lord Shiva. 

f^DT^TT m jiu-mh I 
3TTO?r II ?la II 

- f^nr ^ . sFHrmTt, ar. ?? 


The man who calls Vishnu, Brahma etc. equal to Shiva will take birth in the 
form of worm of the soil for 60 thousand years. 

f§lafpl 1 ^T3T?^" tii«-ci^ arii I 
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The king who worships other gods and abandons the Shiva Linga, heads towards 
a terrible hell with his kingdom. The king who is not devoted to Shiva but is 
devoted to another god, is similar to the woman who leaves her husband and 
enjoys with another man. 

The Shaiva scriptures have descriptions, of Shiva defeating Vishnu and Brahma 
in war, at many places. Bhairava cut the fifth head of Brahma on Shiva’s 
instructions. Also the plight of Narshima, an incarnation of Vishnu, at the hands 
of Shiva is described in the following words of the Puranas- 

Nandikeshwara says- 
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Nandikeshwar says that Lord Shiva gave birth to an amazing person called 
Bhairava, from the middle of his eyebrows, in order to behead Brahma (1). As 
soon as he was born, he bowed to Shiva in the battle field and said Oh God! 
What should I do? Please guide me (2). Shiva said Oh Child! This is Brahma, 
the ancient god of the universe. Worship him with a sharp, penetrating, swift 
knife, meaning attack him (3). Upon hearing this, Bhairava held his hair with 
one hand while cutting the fifth liar head of Brahma and wanting to cut the rest 
of them too (4). That is when your father Lord Brahma fell in the feet of 
Bhairava, quickly and trembling like a climber while abandoning his ornaments, 
garlands, and clothes (5). 
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With a thousand arms, long hair, half-moon on the forehead, having a fierce 
body and glorious with feathers and beak (8). With extremely penetrating 
molars, with weapons of nails that are like thunderbolt, the time in his throat, big 
arms, four limbs and appearance like fire, Shiva appeared in front of Narsimha 
(9). Narsimha’s strength and bravery destroyed with his sight itself, just like 
glowworms lose their light in front of the sun (12). Then he turned his wings, 
rupturing the limbs and tied tail with the legs and both hands with the hands of 
Narsimha (13). Shiva, while penetrating his heart with his hands, took on Vishnu 
as Narsimha and went towards the sky while the saints and sages watched (14). 
Shiva confused Vishnu with his wings while he was flying, then Vishnu hid 
under a bull (16). 

This community too, is not behind others in terms of praising the symbols of 
Shiva and criticizing those of others. According to them, people who don’t wear 
ash, Tripundra or Rudraksh are sinners - 
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Those who do not wear the ask and tripundra with devotion, their behavior is not 
in accordance with the societal rules (13). They are great sinners - this is a 
decision of the scriptures (16). 
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Don’t eat or drink anything from those who do not wear ask or rudraksh. Anyone 
who has food from their place is a sinner and goes to hell, be it a householder, 
ascetic, forest dweller, or a hybrid (43). A forehead without ash, a village 
without a Shiva temple, a life without devotion for god, and knowledge without 
the blessings of Shiva are condemnable (45). One who disrespects Shiva, who is 
the base of all the three worlds, and also disrespects the devotees of Shiva, is 
wrong in his beliefs. He is definitely equivalent to a cross bred, pig, demon, fool, 
donkey, jackal and insect. They have taken birth as a result of sin. They have 
taken birth only to go to hell later. 

‘Devi Bhagwat’ is the only purana of the Shaktas. It has left no stone unturned in 
criticizing Vishnu and his incarnations like Rama and Krishna. Everyone has 
been shown as inferior. Incarnations have been called a result of past misdeeds 
and curses. Criticisms of Shiva and brahma find place at more than one places. 

The Devi Bhagwat tells a story that Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva all went to meet 
the Goddess. The goddess converted all three into women. Brahma says Oh 



Narada! Listen to what I saw there - 


2 nd Feb 


jra^Wirttf ^ ^eq|*^Nu|Hfb'jl II ty II 
UTm^r^pr ^ ct^ T^ng^nT^T i 
3Tf f3^xt ql<^tfiori<id-i'| ^ftl: II t 1 ! II 

3^T: ?f1dJ|frd^l FTtT: I 

■i J* 

hJ ci11 dNKi: q^qV+ni't-ciSIT II II 

cfq>uo) dfcHi %?TRT: h<5uVcIiH : I 

J' 

^TlS 1 ciCyfiapi *na <h tq hfii ci xl 5T: II II 

W>*\*-H cT^ f^T^S^r tT^TFFT: I 

Sl^TT^T dJ|rHI*TTcT*TT xT II II 

f^HxT r^^-cH ^ if^^d: ?rarnxT cT*TT f^TcT: I 

o 

erf fr?r hthtw ii m 11 

- £. ITT. FF 3f • y (£ #fc^3T F3=^) 

We saw in the middle of the nail of the goddess’s feet everything movable, and 
immovable in the universe, Vishnu, Brahma, air, fire, Yama, sun, moon, Varuna, 
Kubera, mountains, seas, rivers, angels, paradise, Kailasa the greatest among 
mountains. (14, 15, 16, 19). We saw our birth from the center of the lotus and 
found ourselves on the lotus. We saw Madhukaitabha the demon and Lord 
Jagannath (20). Vishnu and Shiva were also amazed and surprised. That is when 
we recognized the mother of the universe (22). 

Thereafter there is a detailed description of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva 
worshipping the goddess with extreme humility and poverty. Details are not 
being given here for the fear of elongation. 

Devi Bhagwat has made an attempt to badly insult Vishnu by calling his various 
incarnations the curse of sage Bhrigu. Vishnu beheaded the wife of Bhrigu with 
his Sudarshana Chakra on Indra’s instructions. Saddened by her death, Bhrigu 
cursed him which is as follows- 
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Oh Madhusudan! You did such a thing intentionally in spite of being so 
intelligent. Murdering this wise girl is something that should not even be thought 
of, and you did that actually (2). Oh Vishnu! Why did you become ignorant and 
did such a condemnable offence? A female is sacred and not supposed to be 
killed. Why did you kill this distressed woman without any fault of hers? (4). 
This behavior of yours is extremely condemnable. What should I do with you 
now? It is fair to curse you. Oh sinner! You made me a widower because of 
Indra (5). I will not curse Indra, but rather curse you instead. You always behave 
deceitfully like a snake. You are wicked (6). Sages who call you full of good 
virtues are extremely foolish. You are evil and misbehaving, I learnt this today in 
front of me (6). As a result of my curse, you will take birth multiple times after 
death and bear the fruits of your deeds as you suffer in the womb (8). 

It is written further in the same purana that- 
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Oh mother! Vishnu came to the earth incarnated as a fish, tortoise, half man-half 
lion, boar etc. because of a curse of Sage Bhrigu. This is his defeat only. Why 
would those who worship these defeated incarnations not be scared of death? 
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Oh protector! The goddess, having three qualities and miracles, keeps troubling 
the gods of Brahma, Vishnu etc. What is there to be surprised if she tries to 
attract someone else? Oh King! The qualities of that Mahamaya(Durga) is 
proven. What more? She made Vishnu stay inside a womb full of bodily fluids 
and experience pain (5). Previously, when he incarnated as Rama, she converted 
the gods to apes. Oh King! You are very well aware of the pain experienced by 
Vishnu while trapped in the snares of this illusory world (6). 

Thus, this purana has listed the imperfections of Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva, Indra, 
Rama, Krishna, Parshurama, Buddha etc. all the gods and their incarnations one 
by one. We do not present all the citations here for the fear of elongation. 

Even the Shaktas apply ash on their foreheads, therefore those who do not wear 
the ash have been called a pariah in every birth. 
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Brahma- 

Brahma has not been given any special importance in the puranas. There is 
neither a separate community nor a purana in his name like those of Vaishnavas, 
Shaivas and Shaktas. Leaving aside a few exceptions, there is no trend of 
worshipping Brahma’s idol in this country. Pushkar is the only place of 
pilgrimage with a temple of Brahma. There is a story in the Padma Purana 
regarding expelling Brahma of this system. Brahma performed a yajna at 
Pushkar. His wife, Savitri, got late in reaching this yajna. That is when Indra 
called a cow herder girl and got the married forcefully. He made her sit in the 
prayer and began the rituals. Just then Savitri also arrived. She criticized Brahma 
for this to which she replied that ‘There was no fault of mine in this. It was 
getting late for the yajna, so Indra got this girl and Lord Vishnu also approved it, 
thus I agreed. Please forgive my crime.’ Then Savitri cursed him that thereafter 
he will not be worshipped on any day except for the Kartik Purnima (the full 
moon day in the Hindu month of Kartika) - 

$ 4I£|U|I: I 
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Similarly, another story in Shiv purana Vidyeshwari volume chapter 6 prohibits 
the worship of Brahma. The story goes like this. Once upon a time Brahma and 
Vishnu struck a debate regarding their own importance which led to a fierce 
battle between them. Gods went to Shiva in order to pacify the war. Shiva came 
and constructed a pillar between both of them which extended from heaven to 
hell. He then told both of them that whoever could go and see the end of the 
pillar will be considered great among gods in the world. Thereafter both of them 
kept searching for the end for hundreds of years but could not find. Vishnu 
returned and confessed the truth that he could not find, but Brahma lied that he 
had found the end. Shiva became happy and said Vishnu was truthful, therefore 
his idol will be worshipped in the world - 


$ci: qT *1 ylei^olc+ioxT I 



And he told Brahma that - you told a lie, therefore you shall not be worshipped 


(Hld'h'l I d1I 

Brahmavaivary purana, Krishna’s birth chapter 32 has a story which also proves 
that Brahma is not to be worshipped. It is written there that Vishnu’s beloved 
Mohini became salacious and went to Brahma once. Brahma did not appreciate 
this as she was the beloved of Vishnu. That is when Mohini cursed Brahma that 
he will never be worshipped by the world. Brahma went to Vishnu and narrated 
the entire incident and said that you shall not be worshipped alone, but along 
with other gods- 


The stories mentioned above are strange, all of which somehow blame Brahma 
in different ways and prohibit worshipping him. Otherwise there are a lot more 
stories tarnishing the images of Vishnu and Shiva in the puranas compared to 
Brahma. Then why was Brahma only targeted? We opine that the non-Brahmins 
who were mainly responsible for publicizing idol worship, wanted to insult 
Brahma, a symbol of Brahmins. Therefore, they made these stories and called 
him not worthy of worship. 

We have proved earlier that idol worship came into existence during the 
Buddhism era and the idol of Buddha was the first to be worshipped in this 
country. Lord Buddha was a Kshatriya himself and his preaching’s were mainly 
among the Brahmins and upper castes naturally. After the decline of Buddhism, 
the idols of Buddha were replaced by those of Vishnu and Shiva, imitating the 
Buddhas. These two imaginary gods are not representatives of Kshatriyas and 
not the Brahmins. Kshatriya caste is represented by destruction and the 
capability to take care. Worshipping of Shakti by the Shaktas is mainly based on 
the Kshatriya caste as well. 

Rama and Krishna, popular incarnations of Vishnu who are worshipped 
throughout the country and are considered complete incarnations, belonged to 
the Kshatriya community. Parshurama is the only Brahmin among all the 
incarnations, and is worshipped nowhere. Therefore, it is no surprise that an 
attempt to outcast Brahma was made in the puranas as he was a symbol of 
righteousness, knower of the Vedas, and performer of yajnas. 



Brahma is the first ancient perpetrator of Vedic knowledge. He holds a main 
position among the four sacrificial priests of the yajna rituals. But among the 
Shaivas, Vaishnavas and Shaktas communities, their respective puranas are 
given importance over Vedas, their respective gods, idols and temples have been 
given importance over yajnas. Shaktas do perform yajnas, but there are rituals 
for offering flesh and alcohol and sacrificing animals, which are clearly against 
the Vedas. 

There are stories in the puranas, where Shiva destroyed yajnas. Padmapurana, 
Srishti part, Chapter 17 has a story which goes like Brahma was performing a 
yajna once upon a time. Shiva went to the place for asking for alms while 
wearing the ‘panchsootra’ and carrying the big skull; he sat very near the priest. 
Seeing this, the Brahmins who study Vedas said that how come you came here in 
such a condemnable attire? Several attempts were made to drive him away, but 
he did not go. Finally, he was fed and satisfied. That is when he finally left 
saying that he is going to Pushkar for a bath; but left his bonehead in the 
premises which was later thrown away by the brahmins. When one bonehead 
was thrown out, another began to be visible in the same place. Similarly, every 
time a skull was thrown out a new one replaced it and this continued to happen 
and did not stop even till a thousand of them were thrown away. The brahmins 
were forced to go to Pushkar with Brahma and that bonehead could be removed 
from there only after a big prayer organized for Shiva. After some time had 
passed, Shiva again came to a yajna of Brahma. This time again he came naked 
holding his bonehead. People criticized him and pulled him out and then scolded 
him that his entry in such an attire in front of ladies is condemnable. This 
angered Shiva and he showered the Brahmins with many curses. 

An alternative story regarding Shiva destroying his father-in-law King Daksha’s 
yahjna in this Padma Purana’s chapter 5 of the Srishti division. Daksha did not 
invite Shiva to his yajna. The reason he gave Parvati for this clearly throws light 
on the demonic, bonehead nature. Daksha said- your husband always carries a 
bowl made of skull in his hands. He covers himself with hide, applies ash from 
the funeral pyre and stays naked. He resides in the cremation ground and wears 
tiger skin. He also wraps himself in elephant skin from which even drops of 
blood keep dripping. He wears a necklace of skulls of dead humans around his 
neck. These are the many reasons because of which I feel ashamed and hesitant 
to invite him with other gods and make him sit alongside them. 

Seeing Shiva being insulted like this, his famous disciple Veerbhadra along with 



others destroyed this yajna. They set the yajna venue on fire, killed the gods, 
fought a fierce battle with Vishnu. Vishnu was defeated at the end and he was 
beheaded while his head was thrown into the fire. The sages and ascetics began 
running here and there. Veerbhadra plucked the nostrils of ‘Saraswati’ and 
‘Vedmata’ with his sharp nails, and he beheaded Prajati and threw his head in the 
fire, etc. This story clearly shows the criticizing and opposing nature of the 
Shaiva community. 

The two stories mentioned above are enough to validate our belief that the 
Shaivas were opponents of Vedic yajnas and used to destroy yajnas just like the 
demons of the Ramayana era. Their popular Shiv-linga worship, which we will 
discuss further later in this chapter, is a representation of worshipping the male 
and female genitals by the leftists. Bhairava of the people who worship Durga is 
also close to Shiva and this is how this community is closely related to the leftist 
Shaktas. 

Although the Vaishnavas strongly oppose consumption of meat and alcohol but 
this community replaced yajna with idol worship. As we have written earlier, the 
belief in incarnations and idol worship was encouraged by the Vaishnavas only. 
Calling Bhagwat the ‘Pancham Veda’, Ved Vyas’s dissatisfaction with Vedas and 
imagination of god, calling sacrifice, perseverance, meditation useless in the 
modern era, calling worshipping Rama-Krishna for namesake as the easy path to 
salvation, all these activities can only be called attempts to deviate from the path 
shown by Vedas. 

The lewd tendency of this community of having relations with an unrelated 
woman also brings it closer to leftism. This tendency can be easily proved by 
various stories of this community like Lord Vishnu destroying the faithfulness of 
Vrinda, a loyal lady of Jalandhar, Krishna incarnation having intercourse with a 
hunchbacked servant, illegitimate affair and intimate relationship with a cow 
herder Radha, etc. other stories which need not be mentioned specially. Relations 
with another woman are openly encouraged by giving Radha a place while 
worshipping Krishna in spite of the presence of his wives. As a result, any kind 
of obscenity where Krishna had these affairs is no longer considered obscene. 
The householder people in the south marry their daughters to idols of Vishnu and 
leave them to sing and recite in the temples, there are instances of sages of this 
community misbehaving with their female disciples. These are examples which 
are clearly imitations of the evil deeds like affairs with unrelated women in 
leftism. 



The Lord Jagganath temple in Puri is a live example of this leftist tendency. The 
obscene pictures sculptured on the walls of the temple, all the Vaishnavas sitting 
in a queue and together having sweet rice from used leaf-plates without any 
discrimination are both adaptations of leftism. Therefore, even the Vaishnava 
community is not uninfluenced by leftism. In such a situation it is not unnatural 
of Brahma, the perpetrator of Vedas and yajnas, to be outcast by these 
communities. 

The Vedas and other religious scriptures lay special emphasis on Dev-yajna 
among the five daily yajnas. It is also called worshipping the god because it is 
intended to purification or worship of the five inanimate elemental gods. This 
was interpreted by these communities as worshipping Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva 
etc. imaginary gods. Slowly idol worship of these gods replaced the true 
meaning of the word. It was important to reduce the importance of yajnas to 
promote idol worship. The yajnas which were prevalent during the Mahabharata 
and Ramayana times were replaced by various kinds of idol worship, pilgrimage 
etc. Once upon a time great Ashwamedh yajnas took place whereas they were 
now replaced by lighting incense sticks and lamps in front of idols. 


Shiv-Linga Worship 

Shiv-linga holds an important position among the idols worshipped in our 
country. The idols of other gods and incarnations resemble their body, but like 
the name suggests Shiv-linga is of the shape of the phallus of Shiva. 
Worshipping phallus is an activity of the leftists as we have written earlier. 
Therefore this Shiv-linga worship is also a representative of that only. 

It would have been right if the thoughtful scholars raised their voices against this 
indecent and obscene form of idol worship and attempts would have been made 
to stop its propagation; but contrary to this the new definition of the word ‘Shiv- 
linga’ is given to make an inappropriate attempt at hiding the truth which is 
contradictory to the numerous evidences given in the Puranas. These modern 
translators say that ‘Linga’ does not mean phallus, instead means symbol, thus 
Shiv-linga means a symbol of Shiva. ‘Linga’ definitely means symbol, there can 
be no two ways about it. Phallus is the symbol which divides humans into male 
and female right from birth till their death. Therefore with time phallus became 
synonymous with ‘linga’. But the question is whether it can mean anything other 
than phallus given the presence of clear stories and evidences in the Puranas? 
Some such evidences from the Puranas are being presented here- 



There is a story of Daruvan in the ‘Shivpurana Koti Rudra Sanhita’, Chapter 12 
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There was a forest named Daru, where wise men resided, who were devotees of 
Shiva and were constantly engrossed in meditation for Shiva (6). Once upon a 
time, all the wise brahmins, all of whom were the devotees of Shiva, went to the 
forest to pick wood (8). In the meanwhile, Lord Shiva himself, disguised in a 
monstrous form, came with the intention of testing them (9). He was naked, 
bright, decorated with ornaments, with an obscene gesture like the lustful and 
holding a linga in his hands (10). He intended to benefit those forest dwellers at 



heart and went to the forest happily and out of love (11). Seeing him, the wives 
of the sages got extremely scared, became surprised and anxious, some of them 
even went back (12). A lot of them began to hug each other, many held each 
other’s hands and finally with combined efforts they became engrossed (13). In 
the meanwhile, the saints arrived and became sad on seeing such a thing. They 
fainted out of anger ( 14). Then they became sad and asked - who is this? All of 
them were mesmerized by the charm of Shiva (15). When the naked demoniac 
man did not reply, then they began cursing him (161. Because of such deeds of 
yours which are against the Vedas, may your lingaf phallus ! fall to the earth (17). 
After they said that, his phallus immediately fell to the ground (18). It burnt 
everything that came in front of it. just like fire. It used to burn everything 
wherever it went. It went to hell, heaven and everywhere in this world but 
nowhere became stationary (20). All the worlds became anxious and those saints 
became extremely sad (12). They were sad and together went to Brahma (22). 
Then Brahma himself began telling them (31). Oh gods! Worship Parvati 
(Shiva’s wife) and then worship Shiva, if Parvati agrees to take the form of 
female genitalia then this phallus of Shiva will attain stability as well (32). Then 
those saints worshipped Shiva with utmost dedication. Then Shiva was very 
happy with them and said (44). Oh Lords and sages! Please listen to what I say 
with respect. My phallus can only become stable if it is accompanied by a 
female genital symbol (45). No one other than Parvati can do this. If she agrees, 
then it will soon attain peace (46). Parvati and Shiva were impressed and then 
the linga was placed according to the rituals mentioned earlier (48). 

This story is extremely obscene, but had to be mentioned because of content. 
The “Linga” and “tank” present in Shiva temples are the representations of the 
male and female genitalia mentioned in the story. The pot of water kept on top of 
the Shiv-Linga is to calm it down. All these things are elaborately described in 
the Shiva Purana. Similarly, it is written in the Padma Purana sixth section 
chapter 255 - Even after seeing Sage Bhrigu arrive, Shiva remained drunk and 
engrossed with Parvati, that is why Bhrigu cursed him - 

*M3lTc|dlM*M £ d'hHIcd'HJ *rf£**TfcT II 

You have insulted me by being ruttiest with a woman, therefore may you be seen 
as phallus and female genitalia. 



There is an alternative story in the Bhavishya Purana Volume 4 Chapter 17 in 
this regard- 
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Once upon a time Lord Atri used to reside on the banks of Ganges with his wife 
Anusuya (67). Seeing his expression, all the three main gods began saying 
something to Anusuya (70). Siva, holding his linga, and Brahma, forgetting the 
Vedas out of lust, became still after being smitten by Anusuya (71). They were 
so much attracted towards her that they held her by force and tried to mate with 
her. The sage-wife got angry and cursed them (74), that the phallus of Shiva, 
head of Brahma and the feet of Vishnu will be worshipped by the world, and oh 
gods! You will be made fun of (75). 

This evidence means the Tinga’ also is a part of the body like the head and the 
feet but it can have no meaning other than phallus. 

Another evidence from the ‘Devi’ Bhagwat also testifies this- 
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Oh mother! Shiva had visited an ashram of sages situated in the middle of a 
forest, due to which Bhrigu cursed him and his phallus fell to the ground. This is 
well known. Those who worship Shiva who carries a bonehead, how can they be 
happy? 

All the above citations are sufficient to prove that the Shiv-linga that is 
worshipped by the country, that is nothing more than the genitals of Shiva and 
Parvati. Our proposed theory is supported by the pictures of the famous Shiv- 
Linga and the idols of Shiva and Parvati worshipped in the temples of Southern 
India, Bihar, Bengal and Assam. These pictures have been published in the 
‘Shivank’, a chapter of ‘Kalyan’ published from Gorakhpur. These idols end the 
controversy forever that the Shiv-linga is nothing other than the genitalia of 
Shiva and Parvati. This disgusting and obscene form of idol worship is a mere 
residual of the ‘Bhairavi’ school of thought of leftism, where a man is called a 
Bhairava(a manifestation of Shiva) and woman is called goddess or Parvati and 
their genitalia are worshipped. 

The leftism which had scriptures on spells and charms has disappeared from the 
country today; but the practice of worshipping Shiv-linga among the Hindus 
from one end to the other has not only kept that leftism alive but has also tried to 
prove its validity by multiple means. Even today, the temple of Somnath is being 
renovated after which a Shiva-linga will be established there. Big leaders of the 
country have collected a huge sum of 35 lakh rupees for this and it is not known 
how much more will be gathered. It is sad that our leaders’ attention does not go 
towards the renovation of ancient universities like the Nalanda, instead went 
towards placing the Shiv-linga which will become the reason for being made fun 
of by the world. Lakhs of rupees of the country is spent like water for this. This 
can only be called bad luck for the unfortunate Arya community. Can there be a 
condition worse than this for the moral decline of any community? 

Our chapter on the era of Puranas has become very elongated. The birth and rise 
of idol worship took place during this period, therefore this elaboration was 



natural. The evidences that we have given from the Puranas, not only bring out 
the character sketches of imagined gods but throw special light on the societal 
decline and communal plight of that time. All these re-emphasize our thought 
that idol worship is just a representative of the business-mindedness, rather than 
devotion of different communities. The parts of this machine of minting money 
are the idols and temples, the places of pilgrimage, lakhs of priests who earn 
their livelihood using these, sages and saints. 

The same Arya community which gave birth to religious texts of the highest 
category like the Vedas, scriptures and Smriti, which taught the entire world the 
first lesson on righteousness and morality; it is actually surprising for the same 
community of being trapped in the false thoughts and behavior of the Puranas 
and adopting incarnation and idol worship in place of monotheism and yoga. 
The gods, prayer rituals, pilgrimages, festivals, casteism, morality and 
techniques of the present Hindu community are all deeply influenced by the era 
of the Puranas. The truth is that the entire history of its decline and degeneration 
is an aftermath of the knowledge of the Puranas. 

Readers will read in the coming chapters about the hardships this community 
went through, hurdles faced, tolerated insults as a result of this wrong learning. 
This unfortunate community is still obsessed with those teachings in spite of all 
these happenings. Ignorance and selfishness are still obstacles in abandoning 
those practices. 



Chapter 9 

Idol Worship and the Muslim Era-Part 1 


In the mid seventh century, Islam had influenced Arab world and the 
neighboring countries. India has had not just trade but also religious and cultural 
ties with the Arab world, Iran, Turkistan and Egypt etc. since ancient times. 
Therefore, there was always an influx of travelers from the Arabic countries. 
Travelers from our country also visited those places and influenced them with 
their religious and cultural views. As a result, when Buddhism was at its peak 
over here, these countries were also converted to Buddhism. The words ‘Bud’ 
from Arabic and ‘But’ from Persian which mean idols have their roots in the 
word ‘Buddha’. Arabic scriptures have used words like ‘Sameena’, 
‘ Sameeneen ’, ‘Shaamnaan’ for Buddhists and ‘Bozasaf for Bodhi-satva. 

The signs of Buddhism were present in the Arab countries even after the 
prevalence of Islam. Many proofs are found regarding this. Till the beginning of 
the eighth century, a Vihara or monastery of the Buddhists was present in Balkh 
whose glory is described by them with nostalgia. Arab historians have called it 
‘Naubihar’ which is an adaptation of the Hindi word ‘Nav-vihar’. The main 
monks from here are known as “Varmak”, and their successors later became 
Muslims and the Arab Caliph Hanrursheed etc. kept becoming the prime 
minister. 

These countries were also influenced by the decline of Buddhism and the rise of 
the Puranas and religious sects like Shaivism and Shaktism became prevalent. 
Seventh century traveler Hiuen Tsang saw the rapid increase in the worshipping 
of Shiva in India and saw human sacrifice being offered in front of the idol of 
Durga, close to Ayodhya. He said that idols of Shiva were coming up in place of 
those of Buddha and the Buddhists were being outcast and tortured. He has also 
described demoniac people wearing necklaces made of skulls. He found the 
number of Buddhists equal to that of Shaivas in Iran, Afghanistan and Middle 
Asia as well. The summary is that as religious changes took place in our country, 
the Arabic countries were also not unaffected by the influences. The place where 
Kaaba is situated today in Saudi Arabia, is a remnant of a Shiva temple and the 



Hajar al-Aswad (the black stone) over there which the Muslims respect and kiss, 
is the Shiva-ling idol of that temple. Even Prophet Mohammed considered it 
right to keep it safe for some reasons. 

When these countries converted to Islam, even India could not remain 
unaffected. On one hand these nations were unifying in the name of ‘one god, 
one religion, one holy book’ -Allah, Islam and Quran. On the other hand, our 
country was destroying its ancient glory by dividing itself into polytheism, idol 
worship, different communities and small kingdoms. Then how would it have 
enough strength to face the storm of Islam getting stronger in these countries? 
When the Muslim attack on India took place, a man called ‘Hazzaz’ was the 
director of Iraq, Iran, Baluchistan and Makran on behalf of the Caliph of Arab. 
There are two reasons proposed for this attack. The first is that one of the 
Arabian ships was robbed by the pirates of Kutch. When Hazzaz asked Daahir, 
the king of Sindh for compensation for this, then he replied that the place was 
outside his border and therefore the demand was inappropriate. The second is 
that some traitors of the kingdoms under Hazzaz began to reside in the custody 
of Dahir. Hazzaz demanded for them too but Dahir did not agree. 

As a result, Hazzaz sent Mohammed Bin Kaasim to attack Sindh in the year 712. 
Mohammed Bin Kaasim was only twenty years old at that time. He travelled via 
Iran, Baluchistan along with 6000 soldiers and attacked Sindh. The people whom 
Hazzaz termed as traitors and asked for custody from Daahir, their leader bribed 
the commanders of Dahir’s army and the guards of the fort of Narayan Kot to be 
on their side. When time came, these refugee Muslims, along with the 
commanders, went against the king. The king faced Kaasim with thirty thousand 
soldiers. A fierce battle took place for eight days. Kaasim was about to retreat 
when he happened to meet a Brahmin who told him that if the flag of the temple 
falls down, the Hindu army will surrender because they believe that it is 
impossible for them to win once the flag has fallen off. The flag was somehow 
made to fall. When the army saw this, they began running backwards. King 
Dahir became wounded and fell to the ground! He was beheaded and his head 
was attached to a spade and shown to the army, after which his entire army ran 
from the place. The temple was destroyed. The same Brahmin, for greed of some 
reward, gave the location of a hidden treasure. This consisted of 40 of gold, 
which were full of 17200 maunds(Indian metric for 37.324 kgs, therefore 
641972.8 kgs of gold). Additionally, there were 6000 idols made of solid gold, 
the biggest of which weighed about 1200 kgs. There were diamonds, ruby, 



pearls, sapphire etc. in large quantities which were loaded onto camels. The 
Brahmins and army commanders who betrayed King Dahir were all murdered on 
Kaasim’s orders. Thereafter they destroyed countless temples and idols, robbed 
cities and villages, and murdered thousands of men and women. He used to go to 
the entrance of every village, and ask the inhabitants to surrender their valuables 
and convert to Islam. If they did not comply for a while, he would murder and 
rob them. 

16 Mar 

The very first Islamic history of Sindh, which is popularly known as 
‘Chachnama’ describes this incident of Qasim’s attack in a different manner. It 
opines that there was severe struggle between the community of Puranas and the 
Buddhists in Sindh during that time. This historical literature is named after 
Emperor Chacha who was the father of Daahir. He was a follower of the Puranas 
and he had either killed a lot of Buddhist rulers or made them his subordinates. 
After him, his younger brother became the king and he was a Buddhist. 
Therefore, even those who had abandoned Buddhism at the time of Chacha were 
forced by him to adopt Buddhism again. The communities following the Puranas 
dethroned him and made Dahir the king. This historian says that Qasim was 
welcome by the Buddhists at every place and provided him with all the facilities. 
‘Kaka’ was a known personality in Sindh, who is described as an intelligent, 
popular and learned person. It is written about him that when some renowned 
‘Jaat’ feudal lords went to him and asked him whether they could raid Qasim’s 
army at night if they had his consent. He replied that if this is what you want to 
do then do but listen! Our scholars and ascetics have made use of astrology and 
predicted that ‘One day the Muslims will win over our country. People do not 
listen to them and cause self-damage. You know that I always stand by my 
decision. The books of the Buddhists have also predicted the same and it is my 
decision also that it is going to happen in reality.’ Thereafter this ‘Kaka’ went to 
Muhammad Bin Qasim and alerted him of the thoughts of the Jaats. He also 
described to him the prophecies of their religious texts. Qasim welcomed him 
and presented him with a number of valuable rewards. Similarly a lot of 
commanders who were against Dahir also accepted the subjugation of Qasim. It 
is possible that this ‘Kaka’ is that traitor Brahmin and priest who is described to 
have sided with Qasim by many historians. This is a brief description of the first 
war by the Muslims invasion in India. As a result of this, our shackles have 



loosened a bit fourteen hundred years later, and that too after the Muslims 
dividing this country into parts. 

The above mentioned examples clearly show that there are two reasons behind 
our defeat in this battle, and they are religious and mental more than political. 
The first is the belief of the Hindus that the idol in the temple is a divine power 
of consciousness and our victory and defeat are dependent on its wish. If it is 
unhappy then all our efforts are fruitless. The falling of the flag is an indication 
of defeat. Secondly, handing over our fortune into the hands of astrologers 
instead of believing in our courage and hard work. What are the predictions 
described by Kaka, who was an astrologer himself? And where do they belong 
to? Nothing is known but it is indisputable that foreigner attackers were behind 
this, who tried taking advantage of the superstitions of Hindus of that time. It is 
not difficult for traitors like Kaka supporting them where there is so much 
communal diversity. Such superstition, blind faith, diffidence and fearfulness are 
a natural consequence of idol worship. The community which shivered out of the 
fear of an inanimate idol, how long can it stay in front of a fearless god¬ 
worshipping community. It is not that the Hindus were physically weak than the 
foreigner invaders. Popular historian Badayuni has written that - 

“There is no community strong as Hindus among the Mughals and Pathans”. But 
in spite of that a lot of mental and religious factors mentioned above had 
weakened this community. Have we been able to free ourselves of them even 
today? An English writer has said that - The Hindu community has neither 
learnt not forgotten anything since the time of Muhammad Bin Qasim’. It is 
completely true. 

Popular Arabic traveler A1 Beruni has written somewhere that - “When 
Muhammad Bin Qasim won Multan, it found the temple to be the reason of the 
huge population and prosperity. Therefore, he left it as it was. But he tied a cow 
bone around the idol’s neck so that it is explicit that he is not leaving it 
untouched out of any devotion or belief.” Another Muslim historian writes with 
respect to the same temple that - “This is how this great temple of Multan 
remained safe in spite of the city being invaded. It remained as it is even during 
the three-hundred-year long reign of the Arabs. The Arabs took advantage of this 
temple, politically and economically. Politically, whenever a Hindu king planned 
to attack Multan, he was threatened saying that if he went ahead then the temple 
will be burnt to ashes. Hearing this, any religious and superstitious king would 
stop. The economic benefit was that travelers from all over India came here for 



pilgrimage and used to offer something, all of which would be made a part of the 
treasury of the Arab ruler.” Arab travelers have said that this temple had 
unparalleled silver and gold. Two hundred gold coins were used to light incense 
sticks itself. The idol of sun god was made of timber, both whose eyes were 
made from precious gemstones and the crown was golden.” 

In this way, Muslims took full advantage of our blind faith and foolishness. Our 
idols were a means to acquire a lot of wealth from Hindu devotees on one hand 
and offer it to our invaders on the other hand. The devoted priests were busy in 
their own selfish motives. They wanted their profession to continue. They were 
not concerned about where the wealth of the community is going to. They were 
only interested in securing their share which the Muslim rulers gave them. Many 
Muslim travelers have said that the Hindu rulers from near Multan could have 
very easily ended and destroyed the Arab reign, but they were weakened only by 
the fear of the destruction of the idols. The extent to which idol worship helped 
in our invasion is not a new thing in the history of the world. Many countries 
have had to suffer because of such blind faith. This unfortunate Arya community 
has not freed itself from this customary superstition in spite of having tolerated 
such hardships. The temple of Sindh, the first symbol of the foreign dependence 
of India, is still present as ruins. A big fair is organized everywhere where 
thousands of Hindus still worship the goddess. But Dahir who gave his life for 
protecting his country has become a thing of the past. 

The era that is being talked of here was an era of great decline of this country. 
Communalism by the followers of Puranas was at its peak, and Hindu temples 
were centers of enormous wealth. An Arabic writer Ibn Nadeem has written 
about the infinite glory of a temple in Gujarat based on the writings of another 
writer - “The temple in the capital of the kingdom of Emperor Vallabhacharya of 
Gujarat has twenty thousand idols made of gold, silver, iron, brass, ivory and all 
kinds of valuable stones and gems. One of the golden idols is 12-foot-high and 
rests on a golden throne. This throne is situated in a dome shaped huge hall. This 
hall is decorated with clean pearls and red, blue, green, yellow jewels. A fair 
takes place annually. The king himself visits there on foot. Sacrifices are offered 
in front of this idol once a year and humans offer to sacrifice themselves too.” 
Therefore, the desire to attain heaven by destroying idols was not the only reason 
behind the attacks on these temples by foreigner Muslims. But another major 
reason for them being attracted here for the infinite prosperity of these temples. 
The followers of the Puranas had acquired this wealth by tricking people and 



they too were robbed of it in the same way. Apart from this, they were defeated 
and insulted for centuries as a result of being separated from the almighty. 

Three hundred years after Muhammad Bin Qasim attacked India, the Mahmood 
of Ghazni also attacked this country as a result of greed and intentions of 
robbing. He invaded India seventeen times in thirty years and ruined entire north 
western India. He destroyed the temple of Nagarkot and stole 280 quintals of 
gold and silver utensils, 300 quintals of gold, 800 quintals of silver and 8 
quintals of pearls, diamond and jewels. He held two thousand Hindus hostage in 
the Thaneshwar attack and took them to Ghazni. ‘Ferishta’ writes that Ghazni 
appeared to be a city of Hindus at that time. He found 6 idols of solid gold in the 
Madura attack which were decorated with 11 precious gemstones. He captured 
and took along so many slaves from there that he tried selling each one for 2.5 
rupees in Ghazni but could not find buyers. Mahmood had said about Madura 
that there stood thousands of palaces made of marble, strong as the belief of the 
believers. There are countless Hindu temples here. A city cannot be made this 
beautiful without spending infinite wealth. It is impossible to build such a city 
without hard work and efforts for two hundred years. 

Following this, he attacked the famous Somnath temple in Gujarat. There were 
countless gemstones engraved in this huge temple. A huge gong, 16 quintals 
heavy, was hanging from a golden chain. Also there was a 4-meter-tall idol of 
Shiva floating in space, whom he destroyed by his own hands and robbed the 
countless gems. He took the idol to Ghazni. He broke it into pieces, fixed one of 
the pieces in the stairs of the mosque and another in his palace staircase. He got 
a mosque built in place of that temple which is still present. 

This country had hardly seen such bad times prior to this. The idol of Shiva in 
the Somnath temple which Mahmood himself destroyed using his mace used to 
hang without a visible base. The Shaivas viewed this miracle with curiosity and 
the blind faith and then economic prosperity of the innocent Hindus were taken 
advantage of by the temple priests and their savior Kshatriya kings. This idol 
was made of iron. A magnet was situated in the temple at the top and the bottom. 
It was because of magnetic attraction that the idol seemed to float. When 
Mahmood Ghaznavi tried destroying it, the priests requested him not to and 
promised a lot of wealth in return; but he replied that he was a destroyer of idols 
not a seller of idols. 

There are two apparent reasons behind this request of the priests. Firstly, the idol 
was full of precious gemstones. Secondly, their profession was based on a 



miracle and would come to an end. 

The idol did not help the devotees of Shiva and was destroyed to pieces within 
moments by a barbarian and non-believer. Three hundred years before this when 
Muhammad Bin Qasim attacked, the ‘goddess’ could neither help her devotees 
nor protect herself. Three hundred years later, once again a popular Indian Shiva 
temple was destroyed and a mosque was built at that place, but this time too 
Shiva’s prayer did not end. Both the incidents mentioned above are historical 
events, not our imagination. The mosques present in Somnath, Kashi, Ayodhya 
and Mathura that were made after destroying temples stand testimony to the to 
the futility of idol worship and declare it as the main and strongest reason for the 
oppression of this country. A1 Beruni, who was an Arabic traveler and was 
present in India at the time of Mahmood’s invasion, describes how pitiable the 
political and social state of India was in the following words - 

“India is divided into very small kingdoms. All the kingdoms are independent 
and are always busy in mutual wars. Brahmins are so eager to protect their rights 
and the malevolence of casteism is spreading such that the Brahmins attack the 
Vaishyas and Shudras with swords when they see them reading the Vedas and 
present them in front of the royal court where their tongues are cut. The 
Brahmins are free of all kinds of state taxes. Hindu women become Sati. The 
Hindus do not go to any country; they do not see any community with respect. 
They consider themselves and their community the superior most.” 

But at the end, even these Brahmins and Kshatriyas had to bear the fruits of their 
sins. They too were sold in the markets of Ghazni for two rupees each. 

Muhammad Ghori attacked India around 250 years after Mahmood Ghaznavi in 
the 12th century. Prithviraj came forward, defeated him and captivated him, but 
freed him after some punishment. He attacked six times, was defeated and held 
captive and freed after taking the wealth back. The mutual discord between 
Prithviraj and Jaichandra gave Muhammad Ghori a chance to invade India once 
again. Jaichandra was defeated by Prithviraj after which he invited Muhammad 
Ghori to attack and promised to help him against Prithviraj. Prithviraj faced him 
boldly this time too. Muhammad Ghori’s army was about to retreat when 
Jaichandra’s army attacked from behind. Prithviraj was held captive and taken 
by Muhammad Ghori. This is how the lamp of Hindu independence was put out 
forever. 

Two years after this Muhammad Ghori attacked Kannauj. The army of 
Jaichandra comprised of fifty thousand Muslims at that time. They attacked 



Jaichandra’s army instead during the time of war. The Rathore army was 
defeated and Jaichandra drowned in the Ganges along with his horse after being 
wounded by an arrow of Qutubuddin Aibak. Aibak destroyed 2000 temples in 
Kannauj and carried robbed gold and silver back to Afghanistan on 400 camels. 
Thus, Jaichandra had to repent for his treason soon. 

At the time when north-western India was being attacked by foreigners, even 
South India was not in a good state. Mahmood Ghaznavi attacked Madura in the 
south out of greed for robbing temples; but this did not have a long lasting 
impact. He went like the wind and returned in a similar way. It has been written 
earlier that India had trade relations with the Arab since ancient times. Southern 
India is surrounded by the sea on three sides, therefore there was a constant 
influx of Arab travelers through ships. When Arab adopted Islam, circumstances 
changed. Earlier the residents there were just traders, but now they had the 
passion to promote their newly adopted religion. Thus they now began 
propagating their religion along with trade activities. This was at a time when 
Hindu community was weakened by the legendary Purana religion. It had lost its 
self-confidence, glory, courage and everything else. The behavior of Brahmins 
and Kshatriyas with the people of lower castes was inhumane. The ancient 
religion which was simple and comprehensible had lost its attraction amongst 
the maze of the Puranas. The religious beliefs of the Hindus had crumpled seeing 
the condition of their temples and worshipped idols at the hands of Muslim 
invaders. Therefore, it was not unfavorable for this new religion to establish 
itself. 

Hindu power was getting destroyed by mutual civil wars. Seeing the growing 
power of the Muslims, every king was eager to take advantage out of helping 
them. The Muslims began getting big posts in the kingdom, taking advantage 
from which they started building large mosques here and there. All the facilities 
of the kingdoms were available to them easily and Muslims began settling their 
colonies. They even obtained the permission to establish a separate court from 
the state and separate judges were appointed. These Hindu kings left no stone 
unturned in showing hospitality to their guests from abroad. The Hindu 
community is anyway known for their hospitality. Then both their political and 
religious policies had become bankrupt at this time. They had lost the capability 
to distinguish between their kin and outsiders. Muslims took full advantage of 
the occasion and slowly began their task of promoting their religion. The 
mythological religion was definitely weaker and less attractive in front of it, and 



therefore turned out to be incapable of competing with it. 

The pure feeling of the ancient Vedic religion to convert the world into Arya had 
exhausted. There is no provision for including people from other religions in the 
mythological religion of the Puranas. Even if there was a provision, there is no 
place for newcomers in the Hindu community because of the malpractice of 
caste by birth. Monotheism, prohibition of worshipping inanimate objects, 
brotherhood and equality in Islam were unquestionably better than the Purana 
religion in the absence of the wisdom of the Vedic religion. As a result, not just 
Hindus of the lower castes, but also a few emperors from Southern India 
converted to Islam. Am emperor converting religions has a deep impact on his 
subjects as well and this is what happened. Lakhs of Hindus gradually converted 
to Islam. Scholars knowing the Puranas could not solve the worries of Zamorin, 
therefore the emperor of present day Kodangallur, Cheraman Perumal converted 
to Islam. He was named Abdurrehan and he went on a pilgrimage to Mecca in 
Arabia. From there, he sent a lot of missionaries to Malabar who constructed 11 
mosques and promoted Islam. The king did not return from there and dies four 
years later. Even today Zamorin wears Islamic clothes and shaves his head on 
the occasion of coronation. A Muslim places a crown on his head. He is 
considered outcast from the caste post his coronation. 

As a result of this emperor’s influence, Islam was widely promoted there. An 
Arab traveler Masoodi found a settlement of 10 thousand Muslims in Chola in 
the 10th century. Ibn Battuta too saw a huge and prosperous Muslim population 
everywhere, from Khammam to Malabar. Goa was under the Muslims. Hinor 
was also a kingdom of Muslims and there were 4 thousand Muslims settled in 
Mangalore as well. In a nut shell, there were Muslim colonies on the entire 
coastline of South India and not just Muslims but Hindu rulers had gotten huge 
mosques constructed. 

Nazdawali converted a lot of Hindus to Islam in Madura and Tiruchirappalli in 
the thirteenth century. Baba Fakhruddin was a sage who lived in Pennukoda; he 
converted the ruler there to Islam and got a mosque constructed. That time also 
Bijanagar was a large empire of the south. The king’s army had ten thousand 
Muslim soldiers whom the king respected a lot. The king got a mosque made 
and the Quran was looked upon with respect and honor. 

The Muslims took full advantage of the blind faith and ignorance of the Hindus. 
They made use of deceit, slyness and diplomacy as and when required for 
propagating their religion. How did Islam spread to Maldives? Ibn Battuta writes 



in this regard that all the residents here were first idol worshippers. Ever month a 
demon used to come here from the sea. Whenever the residents saw it they made 
an unmarried girl dress up and sent her to a temple which was situated at the sea 
shore. But the residents of the island got freed of this because of the blessings 
and prayers of an Arab Sheikh Abul Barkat Barbari Magrabi who had come here 
by chance. Seeing this miracle, the inhabitants and emperor Shano all converted 
to Islam. It is strange mystery that who was this demon coming from the sea and 
how did the Sheikh kill it. It is possible that it was an evil person who was 
involved in such deeds, taking advantage of the prevalent superstitions to scare 
the people and the Sheikh had held him captive. Then it was a deed of some 
Muslim whose conspiracy the Sheikh took advantage of. A similar incident is 
described about the king Koyala of Dehpattan of Madras. One of his ancestors 
converted to Islam and got a mosque constructed. The description of his 
conversion was heard by Ibn Battuta from the Muslims here. There existed a tree 
in place of the present mosque, which had the ‘Kalma’ written on it and which 
was used half by the Hindus and half by the Muslims. The diseased used to get 
healthy because of it. The emperor converted to Islam after witnessing this 
miracle. A Mosque in Buddhapattan is described to have a similar miracle. 
There, a mosque existed at the seashore. A Brahmin broke a piece of wood from 
its ceiling and installed at his home. As a result, the Brahmin’s home caught fire 
and he died after burning. 

The Muslims whom the rulers appointed to higher positions in their courts 
used to become the ruler as and when they found an opportunity. Numerous 
examples of this can be found in history. Jamaluddin was the brother of 
Takiuddin who was a minister of Emperor Sundar Pathay of Coromandel. He 
used to get ten thousand horses for the kingdom every year from Arabia and sold 
them. He became the king after the king died. Jamaluddin obtained the weight of 
seven thousand bulls, gold and jewels and Takiuddin was appointed as his 
helper. 

Another technique was being made use of at that time for the propagation of 
Islam. Muslim poor men used to disguise themselves as Hindus, lived in temples 
and studied the internal conditions there. Then they used to pass this information 
on to their missionaries and Muslim rulers who took full advantage at the right 
time. Ibn Battuta says that he met a hermit at a temple near Chandapur who was 
actually a Muslim Sufi and talked only through actions. Renowned Parsi poet 
Sheikh Saadi stayed in the temple of Somnath for a few years, disguised as a 



Hindu saint. In this way, Muslim saints were easily and peacefully taking 
advantage of the ancient religion all over the country and promoting their own 
thoughts. In 1197, Sheikh Moinuddin Chishti converted monks of the Ajmer 
temple, Ramdev and Ajaypal to Islam. The Sufis of this monastery played a 
major role in the propagation of Islam in the future. Sadruddin gave birth to the 
Khwaja community in the south who are staunch Muslims today. 

In the North-west, lakhs of Hindus were made to convert to Islam by the fear of 
swords; but there were many on the other hand who adopted Islam out of 
dissatisfaction from olden opinions and idol worship in particular. Valazeri, an 
Arab traveler of the ninth century writes that the beloved son of the king of 
Aseevan, between Kashmir, Kabul and Multan, fell seriously ill. The king 
summoned priests from temples and asked them to pray to gods for his life. The 
priests came and said on the second day that the gods have blessed him with life. 
But the king’s son died some time later. The king was very sad. He went and got 
the temple destroyed right then. The priests were beheaded. The king summoned 
the Muslim traders in the kingdom, enquired about the principles of Islam and 
converted to become a Muslim. 

On one hand several Hindus were becoming Muslims, and on the other hand a 
few simple hearted Muslims used to witness the amazing miracles of temples 
and used to get trapped in the hoax of priests. An Arab traveler, resident of 
Baitulmukaddas, describes the temples of Sindh in the tenth century and says 
that “there are two amazing idols made of stone in Havrava. They appear to be 
made of gold and silver. It is said that whatever is asked in prayer over here is 
granted. There is a reservoir full of green water. This water is beneficial for 
wounds. The expenditures of priests are met by ‘Devdasis’. People log bring 
their daughters and offer here. I saw a Muslim here who was worshipping both 
these idols. Thereafter he went back to Veshapur and became a Muslim again. 
These two idols were magical. No one could touch them with his hands.” The 
miracles on whose basis the country was robbed for several years, disappeared 
somewhere when these Muslims broke the miraculous idols to pieces and made 
them a part of the mosque stairs. Even today those idols are free of miracles of 
any kind. 

Some contemporary Arab travelers and scholar writers picturized idol worship 
and its misfortunes. This literature is available even today. We cite it in brief 
here- 

Ibn Nadeem has described various kinds of idols and their shapes. He saw 



Goddess Kali with four hands, blue color, teeth protruded, elephant skin with 
dripping blood on the back, a crown made of skulls and a necklace of skulls 
around the neck. He describes the idol of sun god and writes that four horses are 
tied to a cart, one of them carries the idol. Its devotees bow to it, encircle it, light 
incense sticks and play drums. The temple has a lot of wealth and a lot of priests 
who control all this wealth. The chariot of the idol of the moon god is said to 

have four swans. The idol carries a big_which is known as ‘Chandraketu’. It 

is worshipped on the fourteenth day of the darker fortnight. He has also 
described the importance of Ganga (holy river Ganges). 

Another writer, Mutkallim Mahtar, describes Shiva, Kali, Mahakali and Linga- 
worship. He has described saints and sages in his book too. He has written with 
regard to Brahmins that they worship cows, consider crossing the ganga a sin 
and do not include an outsider in their religion. An another writer Abdul Kareem 
Shaharstani has also described worshipping trees. 

These Arab travelers have described the ‘Devadasi’ tradition in temples with 
great disgust. They have painted interesting pictures of devotees who sacrifice 
their lives in front of idols in temples. Jumping into the ganga and killing oneself 
is called as very ordinary. Abu Zaid Sairafi says that - “These people believe in 
rebirth so much that burning alive in fire is an ordinary thing for them. When 
someone wants to burn oneself, he takes permission from the king. He parades 
around markets, cymbals are played. A crown made of flowers and containing 
fire is placed on his head. He keeps burning slowly and finally jumps into pre¬ 
lighted fire and burns to death. He has described another person taking his own 
heart out using a knife in order to sacrifice himself. An interesting description is 
of a third person in the temple of Multan sacrificing himself by wrapping 
himself in cotton dipped in oil and burning. 

The extent to which the blind faith related to idol worship has affected the Arya 
community cannot be explained better than by the examples cited above. What 
can be better examples of what can man do in the frenzy of communal 
superstition? 

The Arab travelers cited above, along with other similar descriptions, throw 
some more light on the history if idol worship. These travelers are said to belong 
to the 9th to 11th centuries. The Hindu religious beliefs and prevalent idols 
described by these people have no specific description regarding the idols of 
Vishnu or the principles of incarnation, which is the base of Vaishnava school of 
thought. This makes it clear that the birth of Vaishnava community and 



incarnation, took place long after the communities of Shaivas and Shaktas. Or it 
is possible that it was not widely prevalent in North west India during that time. 
Some scholars are also of the opinion that the Sun god of that time later became 
Vishnu because the mantras of the Vedas use the word ‘Vishnu’ for Sun god at 
many instances. Among the twelve names of the sun god mentioned in the 
Vishnu Purana chapter 15 part 1, Vishnu is the first. 

rT5T f^T?xT 3TfTT^ xT I 

O O 

xfa GTTHT xT W xT || ??? || 

idcu-cud xfcr wWl a^oi TTeT tI | 

srjRxiifaftdi artfcfr^rT t^tt: ii n 

Vishnu, Shukra, Aryamma, Dhata, Tvashta, Poosha, Vivaswaan, Savita, Mitra, 
Varuna, Ansh and Bhaga, are the twelve names of the Sun god. 



Chapter 10 

Idol Worship and the Muslim Era-Part 2 


Muslims ruled Delhi post the invasion of Muhammad Ghori. The Pathans ruled 
here for more than three years. They too destroyed countless temples and places 
of pilgrimage. No one could perform pilgrimage without obtaining permission 
from the king. Every Hindu was made to pay zaziya (a form of tax) as per 
Muslim religious legislation. Qutubuddin Aibak attacked Hansi, Delhi, Meerut, 
Koyal, Ranthambore, Ajmer, Gwalior, Kalinjar.he destroyed thousands of 
temples, and killed lakhs of Hindus with his swords. 

Muhammad Ibn-e-Bakhtyar, a slave of Qutubuddin invaded Bihar and Bengal. 
He destroyed thousands of temples on the way, in the city of Vishwanath (a 
Shiva shrine). He burnt to ashes a Buddhist monastery in Bihar which was home 
to 12 thousand monks and beheaded all of them. Iltutmish attacked Ujjain some 
time later and robbed wealth worth crores after robbing the temple of Shiva. 
Hindus were destroyed for three hundred years this way. 

It was during the reign of these Pathans than Taimur from Afghanistan invaded 
this country. He called his soldiers and said - “You know that the people of 
Hindustan (as India was called then) worship idols and are atheists who worship 
the sun. It is an instruction of god and his messenger that such infidels should be 
murdered. I believe that we should invade India for the sake of Jihad.” Hearing 
this, everyone shouted “Amen” and he invaded India in 1389. He set villages 
and cities on fire wherever he passed by and killed or captivated innocent men 
and women. He got ten thousand Hindus killed in Bhatner within an hour. He 
had two lakh hostages by the time he reached Delhi. Therefore, he ordered that 
men and women prisoners above fifteen years of age be killed. This was 
followed. Streams of blood flowed. An endless empire of robbery, genocide and 
destruction of truthfulness existed for five days. Lakhs of Hindus were killed. He 
attacked Meerut after Delhi and fifty thousand men and women were killed 
while countless young women and kids were captivated. Every soldier had 
twenty to thousand captives. He then went to Haridwar from here. A festival was 
going on over there. There was a huge population of travelers. He ordered open 



killing in the fair. The waters of the Ganga turned red with blood. Readers may 
themselves estimate the fate of the temples. He robbed and killed and returned to 
Kabul. He took so much wealth from here that his army received salary before 
time for the coming eight years. 

Now entire North-West India was under the Muslims. Hindu community was 
equivalent to being extinct. It always lacked the power to retort. When every 
soldier would kidnap and control a hundred people, can he be called a human? 
Even a hundred sheep and goats cannot be controlled easily by one person. 

There came a time when the Pathan reign declined and the Mughals became the 
rulers of this country. During the reign of Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan, the 
Islamic twilight became dimmer. They tried behaving similarly with Hindus and 
Muslims. Their empire had expanded to the whole of India except distant south. 
But Muslim laws were predominant in the state machinery still. In spite of all 
this, this time was one of peace in many ways. It cannot be said that the Hindus 
had religious independence during this period. Because the officers in the 
government were mainly Muslim and every Muslim considers it his duty to 
propagate his religion. Therefore, it is pointless to expect religious tolerance 
towards Hindus from them. The condition of the Hindus was a little better than 
earlier, but a slave is always a slave. 

Aurangzeb ascended the throne after imprisoning Shah Jahan. He was a staunch 
Muslim and looked down upon Hindus with disgust. He went to Kashi and 
ordered the priests to stop reading and studying. He got famous temples 
demolished and built mosques. The idol of Vishwanath (a Shiva temple) was 
thrown into a well by the priests for the fear of being destroyed. Even today 
there is a mosque in the place of the temple. He did the same in Mathura too and 
murdered thousands of Hindus. The mosque built by Aurangzeb is present right 
in the center of Mathura even today. He sent an order to the ruler of every 
province that all the temples be destroyed, idols be damaged and schools be shut 
down. He went to the fair of Kurukshetra and murdered lakhs of Hindus for no 
reason. He restarted collecting Jaziya from the Hindus. Thus, the Hindus began 
to be devastated once again, after a brief period of peace. 

The Hindus were once again disturbed by the atrocities of Aurangzeb and stood 
up against the Muslim forces after tolerating torture for approximately five 
hundred years. Guru Govind Singh in Punjab, and Sivaji in the south gathered 
the strength of an army and began to oppose Aurangzeb. Aurangzeb grew old 
while fighting and died while fighting at last in the South. Thus, even the 



Mughal empire began to head towards a decline. 

The successors of Aurangzeb tried to satisfy the public but were unsuccessful. 
The Sikhs established their rule over north west India. The Rajputs and Marathas 
established their dominion over central and southern India. The Mughal empire 
was now remaining in and around delhi only. The Hindus once again got a 
chance to organize themselves and become independent, but their mutual 
differences, which they are not free of even today, became an obstacle in their 
path and they remained where they were. 

The brief standalone history of the beginning of the seventh century till the end 
of the seventeenth century, demonstrates well our mental weakness borne out of 
idol worship, and the social and national decline of the Hindu community as a 
result of this weakness. 

Idol worship was prevalent in Europe too till the fifteenth century, the Roman 
Catholic Christians over there worshipped idols, and the Pope and the monks 
were exactly in the same position as the priests and the abbots. Europe was in a 
very bad state. The Arab Muslims destroyed the whole of Europe in the ninth 
century and churches were destroyed there once again. Lakhs of Christians were 
killed. But there was a severe religious revolution in Europe in the sixteenth 
center. Martin Luther gave birth to the Protestant Christianism, which brought to 
an end the idol worship in Christianism, and the deeds of the priests and Pope. 
The beginning of the current development of Europe can be traced back to this 
time. The truth is that the community which steps away from god and considers 
idols and other inanimate objects as worship-able, has to always go through 
difficult times of darkness and torture. The Hindu community is a vivid example 
of the same. What a big price it had to pay for idol worship! Hindu temples were 
destroyed time and again, idols were knocked down, and became a part of the 
staircases in mosques and palaces. Unlimited wealth was robbed from places of 
pilgrimage, milli ons of innocent Hindus had to even sacrifice their lives for this. 
But even then, new temples were built in the place of old ones. New idols were 
built and established in the place of destructed ones. Uprooted pilgrimage places 
were settled once again. Is idol worship so attractive in reality? Does it provide 
so much spiritual peace that this community cannot survive and move ahead 
without it? The truth is that neither of this is true. At its core lies the same 
business minded mentality which motivates a trader to begin his business from 
scratch even after bearing a heavy loss multiple times. 

The so called pilgrimages rely on temples to run their business, and the temples 



in turn rely on idols. The priests earn lakhs from this. The priests get a salary and 
offerings. Arrival of travelers add to their joy. The shops of traders are run due to 
the travelers and the state will have an income from taxes. Big organizations, 
feasts, charity after returning from pilgrimage is a result of this idol worship. 
Then why should it not be kept alive, if at all? This is why this cycle has 
continuously been running since fifteen hundred years. 

Seeing this plight of the Hindu community, many wise people in the Muslim era 
raised their voices against idol worship. Guru Nanak took great efforts in Punjab 
to free Hindus of this blind faith. Other Sikh gurus after him also kept criticizing 
idol worship in a similar manner. The sayings of the gurus have been compiled 
in the ‘Guru Granth Sahib’. We present some idol-worship related stanzas here- 

ct Hul 1$ 3-Rplr J]dK | 

3ff1t 3TT 3TTf*T ft || 

^ci P 5rit i 

3ilg^ ^Tltp tft c0| *T hi^II 

i 

5TTH7T s\<n ei 35RTT II 
EFT o\*r< cTiCilt 5T 3TTt I 

J 1 

7T<T Hd*l3 II 

h ^v3" c^pcii | 

pf 33T I^TT II 

j|h^jik pjyr pitft i qipq mz sr mr Ritu-TI ii 

Guru Govind, in the tenth book, criticizes idol worship and writes - 



f - i< 

9T5^r TT^r *TcfT y3T 3TTHct £ ^TcTTT II 

+ Ji 

cfrpl 3T^t 3ifri Ip cl f^ici *FT f^T^T ^3TT*p 1 

m H Hipai ^Tp H<+ict ^15" 1*1*5 5T 3TT^ II 

3H5cT ^TT <{]h 3i<hci ^ Hip*i 5v3T 5T I 

cIT «h6l ft* ^ t ^T5 dlT£ «b*£ 3T <*1? II 

oft fSTJT $Yd id <t>U elT& 3TH axiri <h*l ftrTR | 

J -5' 

itdd y<*> ?k u i 't-ai+fl Tid dl^ <Fdl$ 3^JTT II 
^ pt - Hi^d t^lT ?FI^ of fof?T fic^i<il 

I 

^ pnrzfr arrairfr fim 

TOiTf 3?t ?ft^r ft d ml II 

**>1 j* ^dft <Ft ^ 0^1 j: 3JHTH <Ft 'jdd £i ml I 

f&nrr zr^rtr iw $r z&r tit summ 3 ^ st qFfr 11 

Even the sayings of devotee Kabir have been compiled in the Guru Granth 
Sahib. Kabir has criticized idol worship in clear words. He has written in his 
couplets that - 



¥ - HicTl cfll *ii iclfffl TTcft Jlcii 5TT3 
fuld Hlgffl *Ft Hlffl dlt Tit Hlpfll -jTl^ || 
h i° h' j i Jifs % ^id cPic-H uirTl h id* I 
JRfcT TTTtft % 33 *1 UTJ 11 

3TT^ qf^T 3TF pTFRfr eFT^n ^RTTF I 
§d<*i<rt fnt ^I'lRl^ii «H <Tci 3TU t5T^ II 
R - 3lt 1 Tr2n? *Ft <t>£rl cf3 I cllfoh ^JT *la 11 

olt Hif TRT | fctd*P"i m?r 3T3TT^ i<) 11 

3fi=clft £3 H 3TTH 3m I SmTJT Trtf^"3TT ^ W I 

j j 

5T ’TPIT 5T ^1 mWc Td^d ^ 11 

■3ft #^d«h tFT y<rCt<rl *rcT£| T?T^" ^dld Hl^ II 

3lt ^ri** 1 <Ft is^oi +nT$ T^rrf I cTT *^d < t’ «f*ii ti iTi d i4 

II 

cf^h ^tr wtt 1 7nT?r m&tf trtt 11 

3 - ^ £mf% qiWTtT 5T 3TTHT | 

•ttfiH’t 3PFeT diff ^fcT3Tr f3^*iI hdd kihcioII II 

y - qitrr cit fw T j^‘ h$k 11 

qT qT*IT ^ 8TofT 3Tt tffa TJT^ TRTTT II 

Dadu was a disciple of Kabir. He too criticized idol worship like Kabir and 
opposed it. He says that - 

Hr^TT 41^ qr^TT h«1 h id I 

3fd«MH q?SR W^ T $m 3T?TT3r 11 

Another popular saint Malukdas was a contemporary of Akbar. He too refuted 
idol worship, pilgrimage etc. 

Veerbhan, the founder of the Satyanaami community, was a contemporary of 



Dadu. He has given ’12 instructions’ in the ‘Aadi Updesh’ of the Satyanaamis. 
He writes in the first instruction that - 

‘Believe in just one god. Don’t worship anything made of clay, stone, wood or 
anything else’. Similarly, he has written in the eighth instruction that don’t bow 
in front of any idol. 

Prannath, a Gujarati saint, lived during the time of Aurangzeb. He too opposed 
idol worship. Another saint Charandas was also opposed to idol worship. 
Ramcharan, the founder of the Ramasnehi community has also criticized idol 
worship. 

Khechar, whose disciple was Naamdeva, gave a preaching to him which proves 
that he too was a staunch opponent of idol worship. He says that - 

A god of stone does not speak. Then how can he free us of our sorrows in life? 
People consider an idol made of stone god, but god is different in reality. If a 
stone idol could fulfil our wishes, why would it break on falling down? People 
who worship gods carved out in stone lose everything owing to their foolishness. 
People who say that the god of stone talks to his devotees, and people who listen 
to it, are both ignorant and foolish. Devotee Raidas has opposed idol worship 
and incarnations in his discourses. 

4 April 

There have been three popular saints in the state of Maharashtra- Sage Tukaram, 
Samarthguru Raamdaas and Sage Gyaneshwar. These saints too have refuted 
idol worship and the concept of incarnation. 

Tukaram says with sorrow about idol worship - 

ir'Tnff ft*!<T?TT^i"l 

c*ll ttii ccW ST ^l! u l eft I 

oprHeft, 3ti H^tJl *udeil ^ u l eft I 
'-’jfffl iJeiffi s 3ix)eiffi 11 

‘The almighty that showered his blessings and made the human body for the 
living world, living beings ideated that very god. Creatures live and behave in 
the governance of the almighty, and foolish people cannot see that god. Such 



ignorant people do not understand the real intangible god and instead worship 
inanimate stones etc.’ Saint Tukaram further writes - 

irdicHI dlfowrl cdl^JI FT*T I 

J 1 

gfrer sjq tidftch, ^ 11 

q^tT iMuu arf'ftft atc^n^t srar^frf^r i 
qftcfr ^ h FTrtfr msfr 11 

Meaning, ‘these worshippers of idols hit and break the stone with a hammer 
while building the idols, and then join their hands to pray in front of the idol. 
The stone that they call god and pray, they bow in front of it with great respect. 
How surprising it is that the stone neither hears, nor speaks nor sees, but ignorant 
people are considering it god himself.’ 

Saint Tukaram has described the modernity of idol worship in the following 
words - 


QdSid dd^ 3i Tlld 'jfo-pl I 

3i Tiifffl <;dsi d ilffi (*), c*i idfl h u 1 II 

‘Oh humans! You should understand it with surety that gods made of stone did 
not exist in ancient times. When people became ignorant, those ignorant people 
started believing in stones and abandoned the actual almighty because of their 
foolishness.’ True idol worship is the worshipping of five intangible idols. He 
has described this in the following words- 

3TRTT ftcTT 3 TTtTpS" 3Tlcrf*r, ^ 4Wdd Tffct I 
FqTpTT ITT^T dld^l, cTfT *T Mld^fl II 

‘Oh living beings! Mother, father, teacher, guest and godfather- these are the five 
animate idols. If you take refuge under them, only then will your wellbeing be 
taken care of.’ Saint Tukaram has also refuted incarnation in the following 
words- 


ffllffl dlfjTi d 14 dl(j1 0 I 4 ^KNI | 

3 tf^ jtrt «M?d 11 



Meaning, ‘the almighty has neither taken a form, nor taken birth and nor does he 
have a name. My trues mothers and sisters are getting adjusted wherever they 
go.’ He has described the qualities of god at one place and said- 

t^fTT GHl*K rSTRft 3TT5UT 

3Tl^TT?r, FTTfft <Hlfafa fam\\ 

CliO 5TT diriH HliH't II 

‘Foolish people imagine a shape and form of such a formless god, they make 
him have a form by believing in incarnations etc. and the god who is the 
complete and indestructible among all, they consider him destructible too. They 
consider the god who cannot be described equivalent to a person and worship an 
idol, his bulky representation. Such people in the world are foolish and sinful. 
Their birth is useless.’ 

Samarthguru Ramdas of Chhatrapati Shivaji considers god as divine and that 
true devotion lies in serving the living world and chanting the pious name of the 
lord. Saying this in his book, ‘Daasbodh’, he writes further- 

?r^3r sfhrE* wrrcr, ghr i 

3TTrHT *\}$p\ 3HdloHilW OTT^t EJTcft II 

qfc=fr yftHT ^cfr c*rf^r htht i 

halci <H<rll qnTTT flfl+f ^><rTl || 

<qfcl t^iid yftHT -ay y1(4*1 WRf 
oTTT ^fxT 8TTfl\ fcTcTST 17 ! II 

Meaning, ‘this is the biggest weakness of humans that they abandon the simple 
meditation towards god mentioned above and instead start praying inanimate 
idols. But in reality, they cannot pray to god through idols, because wile 
worshipping an idol, they begin to see multiples idols which distract the 
devotee’s mind ad become the reason for his suffering rather.’ 

When a devotee takes pain to worship an idol, he sees something other than what 
exists. He begins experiencing something that he should not at that time. This 
leads to his mind being restless and full of grief. 



He has expressed his thoughts regarding incarnations in the following words- 

^ntr 5TTHT docfl I 

3TFFf f^TPTof ^ II- (EfRt f*, 

ddld d) 

Meaning ‘there are already enough difficulties being faced by the idol 
worshippers, and they have to imagine god having a particular bodily form on 
top of it. That is when their mind is full of a lot of thoughts. If the god attained a 
body, then he must have been trapped in enjoyment, sacrifice and distress by a 
body.’ The same book ‘Daasbodh’ mentions at one place - 

^tth Hiqiui ^f^cbl, i 

$$ ^ infer i T¥<fr ii 

‘Oh fool! Where is god in metal, stone, clay, picture or wood? You have been 
worshipping him as a result of a delusion.’ 

Saint Gyaneshwar, has authored an interpretation based on the Geeta named 
Gyaneshwari, in a poem called ‘Ouvi’ in Maharashtra which is very popular. It 
has been translated to many other languages as well. While translating the shloka 
of the Geeta - aiddidf^d flT ztst did'fl ddd if^FrW beautiful thoughts 
regarding idol worship etc. have been presented, some part of which is as 
follows - 


I firTSti*i ami <1 mi <FT C TT ^iwi I 
H3T Mftuim Ml^fcHI TTFrr 3f*j,dldi, 

5TT?flaci STTd^TT d i^il hri Rjr^ I 
hi^cTI ■H'Ji 3 iT a H9TTrT, i | 

‘Just like someone drinks a sweet dish and expects to have the fruits of nectar, 
someone who considers a mortal inanimate idol and other objects as god in his 
mind and tries viewing it as indestructible sees all his efforts going down the 
drain.’ Similarly, Gyaneshwar has further refuted incarnations and written that - 


3f^TT TTEF ’JET, FT ^ §T5TdT I 

JH JldJxfl fcMI sift ill didlf^JI, 5TTt£ J-^liPl | 



Whenever these worshippers of idols see some stone etc. in front of them, they 
start worshipping it considering it the almighty. And when that shape gets 
distorted somehow, they abandon it saying ‘this is not god’.’ 

Similarly, Saint Vashweshwar of the Lingaayat community used to say that - 
there is no other god except for one almighty. Leave it! Stop it! It is a sin to even 
think of other gods and goddesses. It is a fornication to even remember gods 
other than his highness. Only the almighty who is one is to be worshipped by us. 
When our body itself is a temple then what is the need for other temples? 
Sometimes a vessel is god, somewhere a tree is a god, and somewhere a stone 
lying on the road is a god. Friends, look! There is no place remaining to set our 
feet as a result of these countless gods. Believe my words. God is one, and he is 
the almighty of us all. 

Shivakkivar was one of the greatest sages of south India. He has written- 

-u fed o irc^ <h1(ti ’hWo 3-Nt ilcsi I 

5Tf HT5 

hi ^ n 

‘What is the use of encircling an idol while enchanting mantras when god 
resides inside ourselves? The vessel used to cook food does not know the taste of 
that food. The idol built and established by man does not even speak.’ 

Manikkavaachkar, a Tamil priest of south India has written the following while 
criticizing idol worship- 

‘Can god, who is as beloved as the pupil of the eye, make a stone or metal his 
place of residence?’ 

As a result of the continuous destruction of temples and idols by the Muslims, 
not just the sensible Hindu community but even the commoner community 
began to experience the fruitlessness of the polytheism of the Puranas and idol 
worship. The citations of different saints given above are a clear evidence of the 
ideology, which was prevalent in the country during that time. These opinions of 
these sages also had a strong impact on the country at that time. The Shakti- 



collection of the Sikhs and the contemporary rising in the Maharashtra were 
main events where they played a vital role. It is possible that the history of the 
Hindus was written in a different manner, but Hindus facing tortures by Muslims 
for one thousand years had not yet fully recovered when European communities 
set their feet here. Their shrewdness did not give a chance for the broken 
strength of the Hindus to get organized again. Maybe the Hindus were destined 
to bear the fruits of their remaining sins some more! 

There is one more thing that maybe these saints, devotees, and learned men were 
not scholars of the highest degree. They were not just ignorant of the ancient 
Sanskrit Vedic literature but most of them did not know the Sanskrit language at 
all. They did not have complete knowledge of the Vedic monotheism and prayer 
rituals. They did not have the austerity like Mahatma Buddha nor did they 
possess wisdom like that of Shankar Swami that could have influenced Indian 
thinking. Therefore their influence was limited. They still did a great job at 
improving the society as per their power and capability. 



Chapter 11 

Idol Worship and present Reformation Era 


This country went through a chaotic period once again in between the decline of 
the Muslim reign and the rise of the British empire. But peace was established 
soon. The announcement of religious freedom by the British gave a chance to the 
Hindus to give religion a thought after a thousand years. With the arrival of the 
European communities, this country saw the arrival of Christian priests. They 
had begun their task of propagation in some form or the other during the era of 
the Muslim empires. Their area of influence were the coastal states in the south 
in the beginning and only the lower castes tortured by the upper castes were 
influenced by them. 

As soon as the British ascended the throne, multiple Christian missions of 
Europe established their promotion centers all over India. They opened 
missionary schools at every nook and corner and started educating the youth in 
Christianity and western civilization other than English language. The state did 
not provide any direct support to propagation of Christianity, but missionary 
schools and hospitals were given financial support generously. As a result, 
educated Hindu community began to be slowly and indirectly influenced by 
Christianity through these educational institutions. Many youth converted to 
Christianity and many others experienced the specialty of Christianity and 
contemptuousness of Hinduism, which was just a cage of conservatives. The 
most delicate and weak point of the ancient religion, idol worship, was the strike 
point of these priests. 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy, popular social reformer of Bengal, experienced this new 
crisis and founded the ‘Brahmo Samaj’. He made every effort to free the Hindu 
community of the superstition of idol worship. Raja Ram Mohan Roy was a 
scholar of Arabic, English and Sanskrit. He has refuted idol worship wisely and 
rationally in his writings. Instead of presenting a lot of citations from his 
writings, we present just two for the contemplation of our readers - 

“Many learned Brahmins are perfectly aware if the absurdity of idolatry, and are 



well informed of the nature of the purer mode of divine worship. But as in the 
rites, ceremonies, festivals of idolatry, they find the source of comforts and 
fortunes, they not only never fail to protect idol worship from all attacks, but 
even advance and encourage it in the utmost of their power, by keeping the 
knowledge of their scriptures concealed from the rest of the people. Their 
followers too, confiding in these leaders, feel gratification in the idea of the 
Divine Nature residing in a being resembling themselves in birth, shape and 
propensities; and are naturally delighted with a mode of worship agreeable to the 
senses; through destructive moral principles, and the fruitful parent of prejudice 
and superstition.” 

(Works of Raja Rama Mohan Roy, Vol.I, p.70) 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy writes at one place in his autobiography - 

“The ground which I took in all my controversies was, not that of opposition 
to Brahminism but to a perversion of it; and I endeavored to show that the 
idolatry of the Brahmins was contrary to the practice of their ancestors and the 
principles of the ancient book and authorities which they profess to revere and 
obey”. 

Following Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Brahmo Samaj and its leaders did good reform 
work in the state of Bengal. But the successors of Raja Ram Mohan Roy, the 
leaders of Brahmo Samaj, could not escape the influence of the newly arrived 
religion of Christianity and western culture. As a result, Brahmo Samaj was no 
longer the supporter of pure Indian culture, but rather flowed with the flow of 
western culture and it could not go beyond Bengal. 

The Trarthana Samaj’ founded by Govind Ranade also did commendable work 
against idol worship in Maharashtra, but its condition also turned out to be 
somewhat like Brahmo Samaj. That too was limited to the English educated 
people of the state of Bombay and its name cannot be heard too. 

Both Brahmo Samaj and Prarthana Samaj worked commendably towards 
protecting the Hindu youth from the growing influence of Christianity. The 
Hindu community will be forever indebted towards them for the same. 

At this very time, when the country was standing on the verge on religious and 
social revolution and Christianity was spreading its wings here under protection 
from western nations, a third great man entered as Swami Dayanand. This 
scholar had many specialties compared to the other great men and saints whom 



we have described above. He was a proponent of pure Indian civilization. His 
entire education took place in Sanskrit as per the ancient Indian style and all his 
thoughts were full of Indian civilization and culture. 

How Swami Dayanand gained knowledge is deeply related to our predicate 
topic. He was just 13 years old at that time. He was performing a “Shivratri’ (a 
Hindu festival celebrated annually in honour of the god Shiva) prayer in a Shiva 
temple along with his father. His father dozed off as a result of sleep but 
Dayanand kept awake. Read the incident that took place thereafter in his own 
words- 

“An incident took place when I was awake and alone in the temple. A lot of rats 
came out and were running around on the sheaf of Shiva. They started feeding 
on the rice that was offered to Lord Shiva. I was awake and alert and watching 
this act of the mice. As I was watching I wondered that what it was. Is this the 
Shiva about whom we had heard the story of the silent pure idol, of the strong 
‘Pashupatastra’ (a weapon), of the huge rowing that we had heard on this day last 
time during the fasting prayers? This is how I became restless with worry. I 
thought that if this was actually that strong, glorious, killer of ailments and 
demons, then why can’t he drive away these small rats from his body? Thus I 
was trapped in a source of worry and my brain started thinking. I began asking 
myself if it were the same god present in front of me who can walk and talk, eat 
and drink, carries a trident, plays a drum and can curse humans.” 

The above incident shook this child’s belief in idol worship. He tried waking up 
his father and finding out the solution to this doubt. But when he did not receive 
a satisfactory reply, he returned home immediately and broke his fast by having 
food. This ordinary incident did not end here; this urge to know the actual Shiva 
and finding out the obvious enlightened Dayanand, and he devoted his entire life 
to this discovery. 

Another incident instilled in him the feeling of quietude like Mahatma Buddha, 
which led him towards a life free of worldly desires. His sister and uncle, whom 
he dearly loved, had passed away. Dayanand says - “I thought that everything in 
this world is unstable and agile. Then what for should I live in this world and 
live my life like worldly people?” He did the same - when he was about 20-21 
years old, exactly when his father wanted to get him married, Dayanand 
abandoned home forever and devoted the rest of his life to learning, yoga, social 
reform and charity. He scanned every nook and corner of India in search of 
scholars and saints. He used to go wherever he learnt the presence of a scholar or 



saint. He travelled across dangerous forests, mountains and snowy peaks during 
this endeavor. After 12-13 years of struggle and self-learning, Dayanand met 
Swami Virjanand, blind and unparalleled scholar of Mathura. Virjanand was 
popular as the ‘Grammar sun’ in the whole of north India as a result of his 
knowledge. He knew many scriptures by heart in spite of being blind since birth. 
If he heard a shloka once, he would never forget it. Swami Virjanand had a 
Sanskrit school in Mathura, where he stayed for three years and studied and 
Vedas, and other scriptures. His age was approximately 39 years around that 
time. 

If Dayanand had not met dandy Virjanand, he would have possibly spent the rest 
of life in yoga and mortification. But this saint changed the course of 
Dayanand’s life. Virjanand asked as fee from Dayanand an uncanny promise that 
he will devote his entire life towards establishing the glory of Arya scriptures 
and refuting of other scriptures. Virjanant opposed the opinions of the Puranas, 
but, being visually impaired, he was himself incapable of promoting the ancient 
Arya religion in accordance with the Vedas. Now he had found a student in the 
form of Dayanand, through whom he could fulfill his desires. Dayanand bowed 
to his wishes and fulfilled it till his last breath. 

Dayanand shook the whole of India, from Punjab to Bombay and from 
Kathiawar to Bengal by virtue of his determination and deep knowledge. 
Wherever he went, he challenged the scholars to prove idol worship from the 
Vedas. He travelled across the country and gave thousands of explanations and 
interpretations for the scriptures. Dayanand’s style was so influential and heart 
touching that listeners used to be spell-bound. His unbeatable rationale used to 
make the opposition bow. Scared of his reasoning and knowledge, his opponents 
went to the extent of saying that he has attained sainthood. No one can praise or 
benefit in front of him. 

Swami Dayanand provided many interpretations from the scriptures pertaining 
to idol worship. He influenced kasha, the center of Sanskrit knowledge many 
times by his strong knowledge and eloquence. The opponents either did not face 
him or got defeated and resorted to uncivilized behavior like burning the 
scriptures. But there were many such occasions when the opponents visibly 
accepted their defeat. 

Once upon a time a learned scholar provided an explanation to Swami Dayanand 
on idol worship after pledging that he will either defeat Dayanand and make him 
offer to his idol, or will get defeated and accept his opinion. The debate on the 



interpretation of scriptures lasted for a long time. At the end, the scholar 
accepted defeat and immersed his idols in the Ganges. Many people at different 
places, influenced by Swami Dayanand’s rebuttal of idol worship, immersed 
their idols in the Ganges. Swami Dayanand was tempted many times that if he 
stopped refuting idol worship then his so called monastery will be given 
supremacy or the entire Hindu community will accept him as their leader. But he 
always had one answer - “Should I fulfill your wishes or follow the instructions 
of god?” He was attacked multiple times, he was poisoned many times, 
threatened in ways more than one, but he never compromised regarding his 
views on idol worship. Priest K.J. Lucas, who had heard Swami Dayanand’s 
talks in Farukhabad in 1877 and met him as well, told that “He used to speak 
against idol worship with such boldness, clarity and confidence that I was 
surprised at Farukhabad’s people welcoming him warmly. I remember his 
saying, when I asked him that if a cannon was pointed towards him and he was 
asked to bow in front of an idol lest he was shot what would he do? He had 
answered “I would ask them to fire”. Dayanand was so fearless that he used to 
strongly criticize idol worship even when he stayed in temples. 

Swami Dayanand had a definite opinion that idol worship is the center of all the 
hardships faced by the Arya community and that it cannot ever be propagated by 
the Vedas. In his eternal writing, Satyarthprakash, he has expressed his views on 
idol worship in the following ways- 

1. When the almighty is omnipresent, then containing him in one thing and not 
feeling him elsewhere is like considering a great emperor being the king of 
a small hut instead of his large empire. Look! It’s such a grave insult. This 
is how you insult god also. 

2. When you consider him omnipresent, then why offer flowers plucked from 
the garden? Why do you rub and apply sandalwood? Why do you light 
incense sticks? Why do you ring bells, and gongs? He is in your mind, why 
do you bow? He resides in food, then why do you offer? He is there in 
water, why do you have a bath? Because god is present in all the substances, 
do you worship the omnipresent or the mortal? If you worship the 
omnipresent then why do you offer flowers and sandalwood to wood and 
stone, and if you worship the mortal then why do you lie that “We worship 
god”? Why don’t you tell the truth that “We are worshippers of stone”? 

-Satyarthprakash, Samullas 11 


At another instance, he has listed the flaws of idol worship in the following 



manner- 

1. The mind can never be stable in the form, because it keeps wandering from 
one storm to another. And in its full capability, it wanders and never finds a 
destination. It does not remain active because of being nebulous, but 
becomes stable and lost in joy, thinking about the quality-karma-behaviour; 
but if it had a form then the entire world’s mind would become stable 
because a worldly man remains trapped in woman, son, wealth, friends etc., 
but none of these lead the mind to stability, and only the formless can help 
the mind become stable. Thus performing idol worship is a sin. 

2. It leads to offering crores of rupees in temples and becoming poor, and it 
leads to carelessness. 

3. Men and women meeting in temples gives rise to adultery, quarrels and 
diseases. 

4. Man spends his life uselessly by not working hard and considering it a 
means to righteousness, wealth, work and liberation. 

5. Priests of different kinds of idols, having contradicting views destroy the 
unity and harm the nation by heading in different direction, 

6. They rely on it and believe in their victory and the enemy’s defeat. They get 
defeated and the enemy enjoys the kingdom and wealth. They themselves 
no longer stay independent and experience several joys as a result of others 
ruling them. 

7. When someone says that we will place a stone on your chair and your name, 
then the latter gets angry and beats up or abuses the former. Similarly, why 
should the god not punish someone who have stones I the name of god in 
their hearts? 

8. They get carried away and roam from temple to temple, across countries and 
experience sorrow, destroy the goodness of hard work, and righteousness, 
and get robbed by thieves. 

9. They offer money to evil priests, who use it for street-walkers, women, 
alcohol, meat, quarrels which destroys the root cause of the lord’s 
happiness. 

10. They do not respect parents and elders, instead worship idols and become 
ungrateful. 

11. They cry and weep when someone breaks those idols or steals them. 

12. Priests and priestess lose the sacred love between man and woman as a 
result of company of outsider women and men respectively. 

13. The servant-master relationship is destroyed due to non-obeying, and mutual 
enmity is created, 

14. People who worship the inanimate end up having an inanimate wisdom, 



because the inertia of the goal spreads to the soul for sure. 

15. God has made the fragrant flowers and other substances for removing odour 
and medicinal purposes, but these priests pluck them to offer and destroy 
them midway, otherwise they would have spread their fragrance and 
purified the atmosphere. Flowers mix up with sludge and produce odour 
instead. Did the almighty lend fragrance to flowers in order to offer them to 
stones? 

16. The flowers and sandalwood offered to stone decay and rot finally and fill 
the air with odour similar to muck, thousands of living beings die and rot 
similarly. Such are the consequences of idol worship. Therefore it is right of 
learned men to abandon worshipping stones. Those who have worshipped 
stones, worship still and will worship have neither been able to escape yet 
nor can they ever escape the above consequences. 

It is possible that seeing the above list, some readers accuse Swami Dayanand of 
exaggeration. But those who are aware of internal conditions of places of 
pilgrimage and temples, would never do that. Swami Dayanand had himself 
witnessed the internal working and organization of the monasteries and temples 
of this country, therefore the disadvantage of idol worship that he has listed 
above are no exaggeration. Swami has said and written so much against idol 
worship that if we start collecting all of it, it would end up in a complete book. 
Therefore we are not giving more citations for the fear of elongation and we 
request the readers interested in knowing more to go through ‘Satyarthprakash’ 
and ‘ Rigvedadibhashya Bhumika’ written by Swami Dayanand himself. Many of 
his accounts throughout his life also throw sufficient light on this topic. 

No scholar before Swami Dayanand had revolted against idol worship this 
openly in this country. Neither has someone tried presenting the adverse 
consequences so clearly in front of the people. Shankar and many saints and 
sages after him also abandoned idol worship, but it did not have the strength and 
fearlessness that we can see in Swami Dayanand. Possibly they did not 
completely have a look at the dire consequences of idol worship and considered 
it just a different way of worship, rather than a sin. As a result, post their death, 
their followers either compromised with idol worship or themselves adopted it in 
some form or the other. 

The uneducated Hindu community is still trapped in the same delusion of idol 
worship. The educated section of the society is neutral about it. In their opinion, 
it is okay if someone does not indulge in idol worship and there is no harm in 



those who indulge in it. If they reach a temple or its door by coincidence then 
they bow to the idol. Otherwise they have no special relation to idol worship, nor 
do they have any particular devotion towards it. If someone tried proving idol 
worship as a means to pray to god, they agreed. They also accepted anything that 
someone said against it. 

‘Religion is a main reason for the rise or decline of any community’ is a 
principle accepted universally which everyone has to accept sooner or later. 
People who are caught in the materialistic flow of the western civilization, they 
forget it. This country was at the pinnacle of the world as a result of religious 
reformation and religious decline is what brought it to the trough of downfall. 

Swami Dayanand wanted to rescue the Arya community out of this downfall. 
Idol worship is one of the main reasons behind the decline of Arya civilization; 
Swami Dayanand had understood this fact well. The description of Shivratri 
suggests that apparently his birth took place to publicize against idol worship. 
Every great man in the world has a special message of his. In our opinion, this is 
the thought and message that Swami Dayanand had. 

Arya Samaj, founded by Swami Dayanand, is a living, aware institution of our 
country at this time which has done commendable work against idol worship, 
but recently it is facing the tendency to stop the dividing nature in the name of 
communal tolerance and national unity. Nothing much is being said against idol 
worship from its altar. On the other hand, the progress towards idol worship is 
still doing its best. In such circumstances, the lax attitude of the Arya Samaj will 
prove harmful or the country and society. If the mistake of compromise is made 
in the name of tolerance, then Arya Samaj, like other communities, will get lost 
forever in the chaotic mindset called ‘Hindu religion’. 

Mahatma Gandhi is another great man of this era. His prime workspace has been 
the politics of this country, but even then he expressed his religious views from 
time to time. Mahatma’s thoughts were very much affected by the thoughts of 
numerous saints and scholars of this country. But it seems like he did not get any 
special occasion for studying the ancient Vedic literature. He was always 
troubled by his limited Sanskrit knowledge, he has written this fact, with great 
sorrow, in his autobiography. It is possible that this is why his views on religion 
were often undecided and unstable. 

The ideology of Mahatma Gandhi, like many other saints, remained like “All 
religions are means to attain god and all are right”. Therefore he never expressed 
his fearless approval regarding any controversial religious subject. A follower of 



this school of thought can never do. This thought process had a fatal impact on 
the life of the Hindu community. When the ordinary religions of the world 
became superpowers through the progress of their propagation, Hindu (Vedic) 
religion remained stagnant and its immortal message could never reach the other 
countries. The propagators here kept publicizing their religion, culture and 
civilization till the onset of the Buddhism era. They had not forgotten the Vedic 
saying of making the world Arya. 

Mahatma was not an idol worshipper himself, nor did he believe in it, but he did 
not consider it a sin. We have already mentioned earlier that his religious views 
were unstable and kept changing from time to time. He has himself accepted this 
himself in his speeches and writings. We consider it appropriate to write as it is, 
the last opinion that he has expressed on idol worship. He writes - 

“One fellow brother has sent me a newspaper cutting. There is news in that that a 
temple in my name has been built and my idol is worshipped over there. I 
consider this a distorted form if idol worship. The one who has constructed this 
temple, waster his money, showed the innocent villagers the wrong path, and 
insulted me by laying out a wrong blueprint of my life. This does not prove the 
meaning of idol worship, instead shows its meaninglessness. Spinning for one’s 
livelihood or for independence is true worship in my opinion. Following the 
instructions of the Gita, instead of reciting the Gita like a parrot, is true respect 
for the Gita. The recital of the Gita will be considered appropriate only till the 
extent till which it will help follow the instructions in the Gita. The imitation of 
man’s strengths, not his weaknesses, is true prayer. We push the Hindu religion 
to the edge of decline by building an idol of a living man and worshipping it. 
Truth is that god alone knows the heart of man. Therefore instead of 
worshipping a man, living or dead, it is safe to worship and pray to that god 
which is complete and a form of truth. This can give birth to a thought that 
whether keeping a picture is a type of worship? The tradition of preserving 
photographs is expensive for sure, but I have been considering it innocent and 
tolerating it till date. If I am promoting idol worship, directly or indirectly, 
because of it I will let go considering it humorous and harmful. If the temple 
owners replace the idols with a center for manufacturing khaddar, then it will be 
desirable from all perspectives, and they will be saved from the sins they are 
committing now. People can weave cotton in that home for livelihood. Others 
weave for prayers. Everyone should start wearing khaddar. This is the karma 
according to Gita. If this is truly followed in life, then the Gita and I can be 



worshipped truly. Such worship is harmful and worth abandoning.” 


Mahatma, like many other European thinkers, did not consider the Ramayana 
and the Mahabharata as epics. He did not believe in Rama and Krishna’s 
existence as humans. His views on incarnation would not be irrelevant here. 
Mahatma has written in his interpretation of the Gita that - 

“Krishna from the Gita is complete pure knowledge in the form of an idol, but is 
imaginary. The person who is the most righteous in his time, is worshipped by 
the prospective public as an incarnation.” Similarly he writes elsewhere - “The 
god is definitely one, unparalleled. He is infinite and inconspicuous. Majority of 
humans have not known him. He is omnipresent, can see without eyes and hear 
without ears. He is formless, nebulous. He is not born. He does not have a father, 
mother or son, but is still worshipped by people as father, mother, lady and son. 
However, he is none of them.” 


- (Young India, 25 September, 1924) 

“We praise the qualities of Rama. He is not the Rama of Valmiki or of Tulsi- 
Ramayana. I tell a person going through intolerable pain to remember Rama. But 
this Rama is the son of Dashratha, not the husband of Sita. He cannot be the 
Rama with a body. The Rama who resides in our minds cannot be having a body. 

- (Pratap, Lahore, 20 April, 1928) 

Believing all this, he used to enjoy singing “Raghupati Raghav Raja Ram” in 
his prayers. Adding adjectives like ‘Raghupati’, ‘Raghav’, ‘Sita’ to Rama is a 
riddle for thoughtful people. The common people still consider the rama he 
mentions as the Rama of Ramayana. Mahatma Gandhi had been in touch with 
the Ramayana authored by Tulsi since childhood and his thoughts remained 
constant at times in spite of being far-fetched from the understanding of the 
brain. 

If you want to see a contemporary example of how the outbreak of idol worship 
took place, then go and visit the Delhi situated Rajghat, the memorial of 
Mahatma Gandhi. On the mausoleum of Mahatma, where a square platform has 
been built on his remains, flowers, garlands and money are offered constantly. 
On one side of this memorial is a picture of Mahatma Gandhi on a copper plate, 
to which flowers and cash are offered in the same way, like the memorial, like 
they are offered in front of idols. In front of the memorial and the copper plate, 



people not just join their hands and bow their heads but they can also be seen 
prostrated on the ground. There is a priest over there just like temples, who 
removes the flowers from the copper plate when it gets covered with flowers, 
and quietly invocates other visitors to offer flowers. On the occasion of Gandhi 
Jayanti (his birth anniversary), a huge idol of Mahatma Gandhi is placed near 
this memorial, and that too is worshipped in a similar manner. Such memorials, 
idols and temples are being built at many places. And it is possible that Gandhiji 
too, like Mahatma Buddha, begins to be worshipped as an idol in spite of lack of 
a clear instruction from him and against his wishes. Great leaders of our country, 
who are fans of Mahatma Gandhi, are encouraging this practice in one way or 
the other, instead of stopping it. They believe that this will instill in people the 
feelings of respect and devotion towards Gandhiji and they will follow him, but 
the history of idol worship tells that this notion will turn out to be just 
presumptuous. 



Chapter 12 

The Impact of Idol-worship on Human life 


‘Life’ is another name for the synthesis between body and soul. Therefore the 
rise and fall of human life is directly dependent on the progress and decline of 
these two. We have to analyze here the extent to which idol worship is 
instrumental or obstructive in this regard. 

Worshipping god is considered the universally accepted means to self¬ 
advancement. When the soul removes its instincts from the outer world, 
becomes busy in remembering god then we call that closeness as worship. This 
is the worship through which the soul of a living being gets rid of all the 
malfunctions and gains divine qualities. But if we get closer to the inanimate 
world or non-living idols in place of god, then it is natural to acquire the 
qualities of these. There is a popular saying - we will become as is our company. 
But an idol neither possesses qualities of god, nor is it a form of god therefore it 
cannot be a means to attain god. What can a living being obtain from a non¬ 
living idol? He is in need of a power bigger than his own in order to gain 
something. It can be said that an idol belongs to god’s incarnation at least, if not 
to god himself! But god neither incarnates nor is it needed, we have already 
proved this. Proving incarnation of god is equivalent to degrading him and 
placing him in the same category as living creature. Xenophanes, a Greek 
philosopher, has described the mentality of such people in the following words - 

“Negroes imagine them as black with flattened roses; the Thracians with blue 
eyes and red hairs, if oxen and horses could paint, they would represent their 
gods as horses and oxen.” (The problems of Philosophy by Janet and Seailles 
p.249) 

The condition of these people who believe in incarnations is the same. This 
Greek philosopher probably did not know that Indian authors of the Puranas 
have completed those imaginations by human himself by giving birth to 
incarnations like Hayagriva (having the head of a horse), Narsimha (having a 
lion’s head), boar, turtle and crocodile. 



If idol worship were limited to hero-worship then mankind would not have gone 
through such bad times. Praising their great ancestors and drawing their pictures 
as well as building their idols are not wrong things to do. But their viability is 
only till the time we follow their footsteps and make their lives our ideal. Only 
then can their pictures or idols can produce enthusiasm in our lives. But 
considering them god, believing them to inanimate power and expecting 
protection or help in return for prayer and remembrance are the heights of 
foolishness. The popular Hindu custom of idol worship is enough to indisputably 
prove that they consider idols an inanimate authority. The reaction towards 
dignity of life while establishing idols in temples also leads us to the same end 
result. As a result, the Hindus have always been of the belief that if on one hand 
where the idols have the capability of protecting and helping them, then on the 
other than they can even cause harm. This is how idols of Hindus gained the 
place of god in every sense. Even today the educated society might not have 
such a belief, but the lowermost classes of Hindus believe in the same and have 
these feelings. The saying that we think of the invisible god through idol or that 
is a means of our opinion and prayer is completely imaginary and such 
statements are made in order to escape any attacks against idol worship. 

It is outside the scope of writing the undesirable caused to the Hindu community 
by the above belief. Our pitiable condition during one thousand years of the 
Muslim era and irreparable dependence are the unfortunate results of this belief. 
Till the time that the Hindu community possesses this belief, it is our definite 
belief that it cannot attain any kind of freedom, be it national, societal or 
religious. People who do not give any place to religious views in nation building 
make a mistake. Religious beliefs are what build our personal life. Collective 
personal life is the only reason that uplifts any society and the society in turn 
builds the nation finally. Therefore it is not wise to have happy dreams of nation 
building, neglecting religious views. 

Religious belief brought idolater and barbarous communities like the Arabs, 
Turks, and Mughals under the same flag within a short span of time and 
organized them. Superstition led towards the present plight that Arya 
community, which is known for its absolutism even today by dividing it into 
different communities, castes and sub-castes. King Dahir’s defeat was the result 
of this blind faith! Invasion of Somnath by Mahmood Ghaznavi was also an 
aftermath of the same. Rajput soldiers believed that god Somnath would protect 
them. But as soon as the temple was destroyed, they accepted their defeat and 



lost all their courage. How was it possible for the devotees to get protected when 
their god itself had been defeated? On top of it, there was no dearth of traitor 
astrologers like Koka in order to destroy whatever courage they had remaining. 
This same belief was working at the core of the continuous attacks by 
Muhammad Ghori, Taimur, and Nadir Shah on this country. It is a rule of nature 
that even the smallest of creatures like the ant react. Hindus were taken in counts 
of lakhs to Ghazni etc. places by enslaving them like cattle. One of Taimur’s 
soldiers had so many slaves that it became difficult to arrange for them. They 
were cut to pieces like salad in the absence of things to eat. But they could not 
do anything in spite of being present in such large numbers. Does this not prove 
that their mental state was worse than insects? We do not want to repeat these 
sad stories, which have been mentioned in this book already. We just want to 
prove that religious beliefs play an active role in the rise and fall of any 
community; and this cannot be ignored. 

We see in the world that the nature of every person is different from another in 
one way or the other, owing to their role and responsibility. Every society needs 
some rules in order to organize these differences. Religion is another name for 
these rules. Similarly the principle of monotheism is as important as religion in 
order to tie the human society in one thread. But when man begins to make 
multiple gods, holy books and communities as per his nature and interest, then 
society divides itself into multiple parts and becomes the cause of universal 
chaos. The tortures and injustices in the name of god and religion that have taken 
place in the history of the world stand testimony for this. Probably, the present 
society which is against god and religion is the result of this chaos. The thinkers 
imagined ‘Shiva’ as per their imagination. Lovers of meat, alcohol and love gave 
birth to ‘Shakti’ as per their interest. Jolly people gave birth to Vishnu and his 
rebirth, Krishna. Each of them composed different scriptures, known as the 
Puranas, in praise for their respective gods whom they worshipped. Their idols 
were also built in accordance. The Shivlinga of Shaivas, the ghastly Kali form of 
Shaktas and jolly Krishna of the Vaishnavas are the images of those 
communities. The effect that the above mentioned idols would have on their 
worshippers is left to the readers’ discretion. This is not just an object of 
approximation; rather their impact on these communalists’ character can be 
explicitly seen. 

Seeing an idol or a picture can only have two kinds of impact on us. First, we 
can remember the person whose idol it is. But this is possible only when we are 



aware of the life of that person. If he possesses all the qualities, or used to 
possess, then feelings of dedication and love fill our minds. If he is of an evil 
nature, then feelings of disgust and hatred are developed instead. Secondly, the 
beauty and defects of the idol, along with the art skills of the sculptor have an 
impact on the viewer. Since no idol is of the formless god, none of them can 
attract our attention towards god. The sun, the moon, the galaxies and amazing 
creatures that he has made trees that fascinate the world, mountains loaded with 
flowers and creepers and forests are the only things that can remind us of him. It 
is only a distraction to abandon these, and trying to find god in the creations of 
the most talented sculptors. 

If you want to see the harmful effects of idol worship on man’s life from a social 
perspective, then see the internal organization of the Hindu places of pilgrimage. 
You can witness superstition, sanctimony, hypocrisy and misconduct 
everywhere. You will also find people who believe in the utility of idol worship. 
But these people are often those who have come from outside and have made the 
temples their residence, as they find it pure. Otherwise, the local residents 
believe in idol worship just for the sake of earning a living. Their main 
profession is to influence and scare travelers coming from far off places by 
reciting imaginary stories of miracles by these idols; and extracting the last coin 
from their pockets through hypocrisy and sanctimony. Sometimes, the priests 
don’t even leave the travelers with enough money so that they can return home. 
Finally the priests lend them and extract more as interest. Ladies are usually 
more emotional and fall prey to them badly. They make these women donate 
their gold and silver jewelry too to the idols. The advantage taken by these 
people of the scrupulousness of these travelers can only be estimated on seeing 
through one’s eyes. It is no hidden fact that these places are home to 
malpractices like adultery. Not just the priests, but even great monks have gained 
reputation for such deeds in temples. Several incidents have taken place, like the 
King of Bombay (a prominent monk of the Vaishnavas) Livil case, the cries of 
the Govind Bhawan of Kolkata and Hansa-Damodarlal story of the temple of 
Shrinath. Several other similar incidents are taking place behind the curtains of 
idols even today. 

It is difficult to even estimate the amount of wealth being wasted like water on 
idol worship. Millions and billions were spent on the construction of some 
temples, whose design is such that it is not possible to put it to good use. Dark 
rooms, which need the light from a lamp even during the day, are representatives 



of the darkness spread by idol worship. Immovable property adjacent to temples 
providing an annual income of millions, offerings made that are way larger - all 
of this is the wealth of the community which is being extremely misused over 
here. 

Lakhs of orphan kids of the country starve for every grain of food, but stone- 
hearted Hindu community remains oblivious of these living idols and donates all 
their wealth to idols of stone which fill the stomachs of lakhs of idle saints, 
priests and monks. Different kinds of delicious dishes, not affordable even by the 
rich, are made for offering at these temples with great difficulty and in great 
quantities. Most of the time, it is saved by the temple staff and then sold at 
shops. Enormous wealth of the Hindus is spent on train journeys every year in 
the name of pilgrimage. Apart from this, we can see the difficulties faced by 
them in these journeys during festivals and fairs. We often read in the 
newspapers about the contagious diseases that spread during such occasions in 
these places. 

If the wealth of the Hindu community, which is spent on idol worship in this 
manner, is spent for promoting education then many universities can be run 
without any aid from the government, through which a lot of productive work 
can be done towards protecting the Arya culture. The hardships of orphans, 
helpless, old people and widows can be eliminated by constructing places for 
them. Hospitals can be started and the poor patients can be helped. There are 
countless such tasks which cannot be done due to monetary shortage. But we do 
not have money for all of them. But, you can extort as much money as you want 
from us by cheating us in the name of imaginary gods and religion. 

Many attempts were made for protecting the Hindu community, and are still 
being made but all of them are unsuccessful in one way or the other. How can a 
few reformist Hindus oppose countless agents in every village and city whose 
livelihood is based on idol worship? This idol worship is the means of earning 
for many, be it the priest of the village, the clergyman, the Brahmins, the 
exorcists (of ghosts and spirits), or the imam of the mosque. Then tell us how 
can a handful of reformers uproot it? The followers of Guru Nanak and Kabir 
must have possibly experienced this! At last, they were forced to accept idol 
worship in one form or the other. A clear example of this is the placing of the 
guru Granth Sahib in place of the idol in Gurudwaras. 

This community, which comprises of those who rely on idol worship for a living, 
severely opposed Raja Ram Mohan Roy. Dayanand had to intake poison several 



times for such reasons. Idol worship is an extraordinary disease of the Hindu 
community; therefore unusual treatment is necessary for its opposition. 



Chapter 13 

Idol Worship and Yoga 


Yoga is the one and only means to attain god. Other popular methods can only be 
a part of it, not complete. All the methods to worship god that are prevalent in 
the world, are indebted to it in one form or the other, but are incomplete. In order 
to understand this technique, it will not be inappropriate to give a brief 
description over here. Sage Patanjali has written in his world famous book 
‘Yogdarshan’ that “sffaTft'tl cd cjfrd Pi yoga is the prevention of the instincts of 

the mind, meaning keeping them under control. 

ta, 3TTHH, Miuiwm' ‘y r *i!$K WTiw - self- 

control, rules, posture, breathing, withdrawal, belief, meditation, and trance, 
these eight components of yoga have been described. 

*THT:” - Non-violence, truth, abandoning theft, 
celibacy, apathy are all self-control. 

“gil'J'Hrdl'ldM: - Hygiene, satisfaction, sacrifice, 

introspection and blasphemy are rules. The remaining six components are - 
posture (keeping the body still in one position comfortably), breathing (exercises 
to keep breath within control), withdrawal (abstinence from desires), belief 
(mind being stable at one instance), meditation (mind becoming stable and void 
of any subject), and trance (immersion in the contemplation of god). 

The aforesaid Yoga technique is complete and absolute. All the techniques that 
have become popular as yoga till date are different forms of this. It is often said 
that this technique is so arduous that walking on this path might rarely help man 
attain god. Attaining god is the supreme and last chapter of a man’s life, then 
how is it surprising if yoga is difficult? But we have become used to various 
cheap, but false, methods of attaining god, like - you can attain salvation by the 
mere sight of an idol; a one-time bath in a river or a water body can take you to 
heaven; some special sign or symbol can get you liberated. Not just this, you can 
possess it only by naming it once. When attaining god is such an affordable deal 
then who is foolish enough to think of self-control and rules and take the pain of 



posture or breathing or spend time in introspection? It is worthless to even 
discuss belief, meditation and trance- which are rare components. These kinds of 
false temptations have brought us far away from the ancient worship-techniques. 
We are not unaware of the ‘yoga with eight components’ but we have left it 
behind in front of affordable tricks. Even our educated society is separated from 
it today, leave alone the commoners. 

Idol worship does not find any use in yoga, nor is it related in any way. ‘The 
mind becomes stable in the idol’ is just a new statement which has been given 
for influencing the educated society. Not just India, but the history of idol 
worship across the world does not help this statement. If this were the intention 
behind placing idols in temples, then what is the need of the whole law and 
legislation of dignity? What is the meaning of bathing, sandalwood-coating, 
dressing and ornaments? What is the purpose of offering food, performing aarti 
(worshipping with songs sung), waving fans, putting to sleep, staying up? What 
is the signification of standing in front of the idol, joining hands in front of it, 
and prostration? Can the noise from a conch shell, a gong, a bell and other 
musical instruments help in stabling the mind? The entire atmosphere of temples 
is against the above mentioned statement in every possible way. The Puranas, 
which nourish idol worship do not mention this technique, nor is the 
worshipping techniques prevalent in temples have a compilation somewhere till 
date. 

The way temples are constructed also validates our stand. If the intention behind 
idol worship were stability of the mind, then the construction of temples would 
have been completely different. If worshippers etc. sit in big temples, in front of 
idols, with the intention of stabilizing their mind, then it will become difficult for 
them to even see the idol. Or would Shiva temples would be so congested that 
even 4-6 worshippers could not sit there at a time. There is a Shiv Linga in the 
middle, Shiva’s wife Parvati on one side, his son Ganesha on the other side, and 
his vehicle bullock on the third side. Now can you tell how can worshippers 
stabilize their minds? If you say they should concentrate on the Shiv-Linga then 
what is the aim of placing the other idols over there? We have seen people 
worshipping the ox as well, which is quite natural. Therefore, the construction of 
all the temples indisputably proves that at least idol worship was not promoted 
with this intention ever. If the intention behind idol worship was to stabilize 
one’s mind, then idols would have been placed in open spaces, around which 
worshippers could sit and meditate. Belief is the sixth component of yoga. The 



worshipper has to first practice the first five components in order to prepare for 
it, and only then does he attain the right to belief. But this is not needed for the 
idol worshipper. In his case, going to the temple and the mere sight of the idol 
frees him of all his sins. Moreover, if he happens to serve the idol or its residence 
even by mistake, even the biggest sinner becomes entitled to heaven. There are 
numerous such stories in the Puranas. A thief came to a temple for stealing the 
idol’s ornaments. There was some mud on the way which stuck to his feet. He 
wiped off his feet in the temple yard. A snake bit him while he was returning 
after the theft. The messengers of evil and god had a debate over taking his soul 
to hell or heaven. He got heaven at last because he had wiped the mud in the 
temple by mistake. As a result he received the fruits of plastering the temple. 

The following shlokas from the Bhavishya Purana chapter 17 are other 
examples- 


*1 STTCT ae-HKHleh d^Wd II 

J 1 

Meaning - If someone sweeps the Brahma temple for one fortnight, then he 
stays in heaven for one billion ages. 

+Liidift a^rrgrmf <h<hm4i 

4iUlJ(Hlf^ £ Tfrsfa CRT LbHdl^ld 11 

Whoever does plastering etc. in a temple of Brahma even by fraud and deceit 
also receives the same rewards as those who perform it with dedication. 

*RT ’TPT dJ^MinSdd'’ 

Pal f<cl a-1| *i ^" 

Meaning- The sins accumulated over millions of years can be eliminated by 
bathing Brahma in ghee. Similarly, the duties towards idols of gods mentioned in 
the Puranas like bath, rinse, incense sticks, oblation, lamps, construction of 
temples etc. have been said to have great importance. Therefore there is no 
difficulty in reaching the conclusion that idol worship is in no way related to the 
‘belief’ of yoga. Wise people constantly attack idol worship. In response to 
these, idol worshippers make fruitless efforts of building philosophical castles on 
the basis of this imaginary saying. Therefore, we will give a thought to the 



philosophical aspect of this statement. 

It should be understood what are meditation and trance before thinking about it 
and the difference between them. According to the opinion of yoga- 

tiK u ir - Belief is binding the mind to any one place. 
“?r>l y r *j4+dWdl - Meditation is maintaining that knowledge and belief 

uniformly. “dtidiaJjHlHftsqfaTT HTTTf^T:” - When the light of the goal 

remain in that meditation and the meditator becomes oblivious of his form, then 
it is called trance. Parts of the body like navel, heart, front part of the nostril, 
front of the tongue etc. are popular for concentrating the mind. However, 
"^TTflTJTcT or what is desired is concentrated upon also helps in 

stabilizing the mind - this is written at another place. People cite these words 
and say that what is the harm if we have belief in or meditate in an idol? But 
people forget that believing in an object helps us gain knowledge about it, not 
god. These are called accomplishments in yoga and obstacles in trance, the last 
component of yoga. *TJTT*JldM<HJli: c*r?9tr^T ftnpr:’' - these are obstacles in the 
way of trance, but accomplishments in a state of yoga. 

Two symptoms of meditation are given in yoga or narcissism. It is written 
regarding remembering god that - eaiFf faft j qd TFT:”, meditation is retracting 
from all worldly subjects. The meaning is that till the time our mind is indulged 
in worldly objects, it cannot concentrate on god; when an object, which consists 
of both god and the outer world, is concentrated upon then complete knowledge 
about it can be obtained. If its god then complete knowledge about god, if it’s 
related to our body then knowledge about the body and if it is related to the 
world then complete knowledge about it can be obtained by the worshipper. 

“HTflT*nfr <+Kileii^7ll<H<H v " - the navel contains complete knowledge of the body’s 
construction through belief, meditation and trance. “TRTJTTfT SHd ’ - the 
knowledge of the being is obtained through abstinence through the sun. 

ajH f^rwT^FjT?:" - controlinf the pulse gives freedom from thirst and 
hunger. The fruits of these through similar sources, is said to be accomplishment 
of different kinds of knowledde and science; but not attaining god. A yoga 
performer can see and hear the happennings of far away using these. However, 
all these sccomplishments are merely obstacles in reaching god. 

Now if you keep an idol in foront of you and remember it or meditate then you 
can gain complete knowledge about that, meaning what material is it made of? 
Whose is it? Who has made it? Is it beautiful or ugly? Similary, we will gain 



knowledge about the idol and the art behind it, not of god. 

Elements like the sun, the moon and other natural substances remind us of their 
creator, the almighty; but an idol can only take us to the sculptor. The manmade 
inventions of the present scientific world are also results of self-restraint, the 
difference is just in the type. But we are so unfortunate that in spite of having 
gems like yoga, we are deprived of worldly and otherworldly progress. Yoga is 
such a gem in the knowledge pool of the Hindu community that if we had not 
forgotten its teachings, trapped in the illusion of idol worship, then it would be 
on the pinnacle of success by virtue of the wholesome knowledge. Present 
scientific discoveries are ordinary for yogis, which they did not only consider 
inferior in front of god but also consider obstructive in the path to attain god. 
Permanent happiness can be attained not only through concentration of the mind, 
other subjects can also stabilize the mind for a moment. Whatever momentary 
happiness we experience, is not actually attained because of the subject, rather 
the root cause is concentration of the mind; this concentration is also not a 
reason for permanent pleasure. The source of permanent happiness and pleasure 
is only god. Therefore al long as man’s mind is trapped in worldly substances, no 
matter if they are components of yoga, happiness cannot be attained. Therefore 
these components are also said to obstructive in the path to attain god. When 
these components itself are obstructive, then how can idol worship even be 
related! ‘Idol’ has not been accounted for any historical translator of yoga among 
the objects of belief, nor have they hinted towards idol worship in any way. This 
is an imagination for which there exists neither a reason nor an evidence. 

If the concept of yoga has disappeared from the world today, then its entire 
responsibility rests on idol worship and its propagators. If mankind has turned 
away from god and is moving in the flow of materialism, then those people are 
responsible for it who committed atrocities on the science of yoga for their 
selfish motives. Had we not buried this unprecedented science then the world 
would have looked copletely different. People in the west are still mesmerized in 
the name of yoga. Yoga finds special attraction amonf the Americans amidst all 
the dazzle of this materialistic world. But yoga has today disappeared from its 
birthplace, India itself. Then who would give its functional message to these 
countries? Idol cannot be a means for concentration of the mind, let us give it a 
thought from a psychological perspective as well. Mind, by virtue of its 
tendency, keeps roaming from one place to another unstably. In order to 
eliminate this fickleness it should practise becoming stable at one place. That 



place has to be so subtle, or should be made subtle gradually so that the mind 
does not get a chance to wander. 

Mesmerism, which is a different form of yoga, practisers keep making a round 
dot smaller. It is till the extent that it becomes an extremely subtle dot and that 
too is removed at the end. The conclusion is that the tiniest of tiny objects is 
required for concentration of the mind so that it does not get a chance to wander 
here and there. But practising with the help of an idol not just makes our aim 
difficult to achieve but impossible. As soon as you come in front of an idol, your 
mind begins to wander amongst its various body parts, its beautiful clothes and 
ornaments. If the basis of that idol is some historical or imaginary person, then 
the mind gets trapped in the memories of the person’s history or story. This is 
how the worshipper gets farther from his objective instead of going closer to it. 
Therefore, it is the duy of the thinkers and well wishers of the country and 
community that tey try opposing this severe religious wrong practice and 
promote ancient yoga instead, which is the compilation of the worshipping 
techniques for everyone, from a commoner to the greatest scientist. They should 
also take the initiative of removing the inappropriate and selfish efforts taken to 
establish the relation of idol worship and yoga. 



Chapter 14 

Review of Doubts on Idol Worship 


The unconditional supporters of idol worship do not get involved in the debate 
regarding when did idol worship begin or who began it, whether the scriptures 
support it or not; they instead give various reasons supporting idol worship. 
Among the idol worshippers is a huge population of people who are traditionally 
devoted to idol worship. You can call it blind faith if you wish. But this is what 
they believe. They worship idols with full dedication and belief. They are not 
concerned about whether the idol is that of god, or has attained some divine 
power through dignity. They are not especially concerned about which god or 
incarnation the idol belongs to. They are not even worried about finding out 
whether the idol is capable of listening to their prayers. They consider 
worshipping it as equivalent to worshipping god. If you try questioning them 
regarding this, they will try to avoid getting involved in any such debate. They 
believe or it can be said that they are made to believe that rationale and wisdom 
are not related to religion. Ritual and reason are two opposing virtues in their 
opinion which cannot reside together. Therefore they do not want to hurt their 
well-balanced devotional sentiments by getting involved in arguments. 

They are satisfied with whatever their ancestors have been doing customarily. If 
you try to exchange too many views on this topic with them, then they will 
easily accept their inadmissibility. These gentlemen have a condition similar to 
those people who are wandering in darkness and are satisfied with it. Popular 
visionary of Arya Samaj, Pundit Gaganprasad Upadhyay has written a beautiful 
piece with regards to such people- 

“He is in the dark and wishes to remain in the dark. He does not want light. If 
you throw any beam of light upon him by interrogation, he resents it and 
shudders at it. He feels that mental analysis might make him a renegade and 
therefore he avoids it. Not that he cannot reason. Among idolaters you find best 
lawyers whose legal acumen is awe-inspiring; Professors of logic whose fallacy 
detecting capacity is unquestionable; Shrewd politicians who clearly see the 
invisible forces working in the domain of world politics; traders from whose 



keen eye no corner of the world market is hidden; financiers who can 
successfully combat the dodges of exploiters; astronomers whose knowledge of 
the heavenly bodies is much more clear than of their own house; and 
mathematicians well-versed in the intricacies of mathematical calculations. They 
are all intellectuals and you will find them worshipping in temples as devoutly as 
their uneducated brothers and sisters- side by side with them, and as vaguely 
too.” 

The above citation accurately portrays the mentality of such people. Among the 
idol worshippers you will also find people who keep giving dry philosophical 
sayings in favor of idol worship. But the same people can be found worshipping 
in temples - in the exact same way as the common people. All their reasoning 
and logic is limited to sayings only; in terms of activities there is no difference 
between them and ordinary idol devotees. Their job is just to sit idle and weave a 
web of arguments, using which they make fruitless attempts to give idol worship 
a philosophical angle. 

There are some people in the above category, who present such meaningless 
statements out of selfishness, in spite of understanding the flaws of idol worship. 
They sometimes accept it too but are forced by circumstances. This chapter will 
throw light on a few such arguments. 


( 1 ) 

“The god is infinite but we are finite. Mortal beings are incapable of 
understanding the actual form of the immortal god. We bring it within a limited 
category with the help of idols so that we can feel it a bit.” 

The god who is endless will always remain endless. The mere imagination of 
confining it within an idol is humorous. Knowledge is knowing and accepting 
something like it is. Anything else is opposite of knowledge. The meaning of 
prayer is the search for that infinite. We can gain knowledge about the idol in 
front of us with the help of an idol, not of the endless almighty. It is a 
misconception that we experience that infinite through idols. Finally an idol 
worshipper stays a worshipper of idols always; no one has been seen moving a 
step ahead. 

Saying that “mortal beings cannot attain the absolute knowledge of god” is a 
web of words. It is also false that “the infinite almighty will become finite if the 
finite being knows him”. Understanding that “god is infinite” is the complete 



knowledge of his endlessness. A bird flies with the intention of finding the end 
of the sky, but when it does not find it and gets tired, it assumes that it is infinite. 
Similarly, when living beings get tired on not being able to find the end of the 
almighty, they experience its endlessness. This is the equivalent knowledge of 
the infinite god. The motive of prayer is to know and understand god. Its aim is 
never that we know everything related to god. We only have to obtain 
knowledge that is expected for the progress of life; complete knowledge of god 
can neither be obtained nor needed. It is a great sin to discourage people by 
instilling in them false feelings like the god is infinite, and therefore we cannot 
understand it ever. We can know that almighty both through physical and mental 
strength. Thus if it is untrue on one hand that we cannot know anything about it, 
on the other hand it is also true that we can know everything about it. 

( 2 ) 

“God is void of any form and we cannot see the formless. Thus we make an idol 
of it, in order to satisfy our longing for sight.” 

When the god is formless then how can an idol having a form be made? Only an 
object with a form can have a picture or an image. Anything that we can see is 
one having a form. Therefore the image that we see is of an idol, not of god. The 
shape, size and color we see are of the idol, not of god. Therefore sight of idol 
will always remain the sight of idol, not that of god. People who visit idols and 
assume they have experienced god are in severe darkness. Wherever Theology 
has described visiting god, the word visiting or viewing means viewing through 
the eyes of the mind, meaning introspection; not viewing through the literal eyes. 
It is sad and surprising that man is desperate about seeing god whom he cannot 
see with his eyes, and wants to hear whom he cannot hear with his ears. 
Upanishads clearly declare it as “3T3I 4” , meaning ‘it is not a 

subject of touch, words, form and nor can it be classified’. Different 
communities of human society have created illusions regarding meeting god. 
There are multiple stories in the Puranas in which god is said to have been seen 
by devotees as a body. There is no dearth of such stories in regarding sages. The 
so called devotee is adamant that he will see god in a bodily form; god had to be 
visible to him out of compulsion, etc. Similarly, the Quran has an episode of 
Prophet Muhammad riding a horse, going to heaven and conversing with god. 
But all these are mere imaginations and a result of not understanding the 
actuality of god. A lot of people trapped in these illusions and are robbed by 




selfish people. When we close our eyes and stop viewing the outside world, the 
viewing capability of our eyes remains intact even then and their direction 
becomes inward. With continuous practice, man can see a dim light within 
himself. Communal people term this as divine light and deceit people. Similarly, 
when we close our eyes with our fingers or with cotton, we stop hearing outer 
voices and begin hearing heavenly voices. These too are termed as the words of 
god and given various names like ‘immeasurable’ etc. But those images and 
words are both artificial. Calling them divine is making mankind digress from 
their path. There is similar ignorance prevalent regarding dreams also. When 
someone sees a picture or an idol in front of him continuously then a shadow 
like image is seen in front of him and he can see it in subconscious state as well. 
Sometimes the brain can also feel it in a conscious state, as a result of distraction 
due to too much practice. People term this too as god or his form visiting man, 
but all this is a myth. As long as the actual form of god is not promoted among 
the common people, selfish and foolish people will keep promoting such 
mentality. 


(3) 

“It is true that idols are not forms of god, but even then they are needed and are 
appropriate for concentration of mind. The wandering mind can only become 
stable at an object, not a formless one. This is the reason why the Hindus build 
idols of Rama, Krishna etc. and worship them.” A lot has been written in this 
regard in the chapters ‘Idol Worship’ and ‘Yoga’. This feeling is totally baseless 
and false that mind cannot become stable in a formless object, and that an idol 
having a form is needed for that. All the objects have a form, taste, name, touch 
and odor and these worldly objects are also the reasons for the fickleness of the 
mind. If the mind stabilized in objects with a form, then everyone’s mind in the 
world would have stabilized, because the entire world has a form. But contrary 
to this, as man gets trapped in worldly substances, his fickle mindedness keeps 
growing. The fickleness of the mind disappears only when it is void of any 
subject and thinks of god. Therefore an idol can never be the cause for 
stabilizing the mind. Worshippers of idols imagine all topics while looking at the 
idol. Form is present in it as it is a permanent part of it. When something is 
offered then even ‘taste’ is imagined of. Flowers and incense sticks mean 
accepting the virtue of odor. Bowing to the idol, joining hands in front of it and 
reciting prayers are all sufficient to prove that the idolaters feel that the idol can 



see and hear everything they do; therefore, how can something, due to which all 
subjects have been imagined, be the means of the mind’s concentration? 

When great men like Rama and Krishna etc., whom people consider incarnation 
of god by mistake, were alive they too worshipped the formless god through 
prayers. They were incapable of keeping their near and dear ones away from 
fickle mindedness. Rama himself had become impatient due to separation from 
Sita. Arjuna could not pacify his mind in spite of Lord Krishna being present 
there and Arjuna could see him. The Yadavas constantly met and saw Krishna, 
but still got destroyed. Then who can believe that seeing, touching and praying 
to an idol leads to self-regeneration. Arjuna has said in the Gita, addressing 
Krishna that- 


tiTipi TT5T: yrrrf^r rsrr i 

cTF^TTF dWiftd I ?y, % 

‘Oh Krishna! The mind is definitely fickle. It affects the body and the senses. It 
is really powerful and determined. Abstinence from it is very difficult in my 
opinion, just like air.’ Lord Krishna does not reply that I am present in front of 
you, stabilize your mind with my help, fickleness will disappear. Instead he says 
that- 


arrnpf arsfr i 

xT ti xt il^id || 

‘Oh mighty Arjuna! There is no doubt that the mind can be controlled with great 
difficulty by virtue of its fickleness. However, it can be controlled though 
practice and asceticism.’ When Arjuna’s mind did not become stable in spite of 
being in the company of Krishna himself, then how can a simple idol calm the 
mind of its worshipper down? 


(4) 

“God’s creation reminds us of its craftsman. Are idols not creations of god? 
Does viewing them with devotion not remind us of the omnipresent god and his 
glory?” 

The element that the idol is made up of is undoubtedly a creation of god; but 
made by a sculptor, not god. Seeing an image or idol attracts our attention to its 



craftsman who built it, not to the god who has created the beautiful colors used 
in the picture or the metal and stone which made the idol possible. There is a 
reason behind this. We praise an artist seeing a beautiful piece of art because he 
attempted to obtain the natural element, whose picture is it, as a resemblance. 
Otherwise, that picture cannot be prettier than the object that has been 
represented in it. Can a flower’s image have the beauty of an actual flower? 
Never. Seeing a picture attracts our attention to its artist, not god. 

In order to know god better we should observe his natural creations, which are 
not touched by man yet. Is the sky full of galaxies not sufficient to introduce his 
greatness? Are the sun, moon and the world etc. amazing creations not capable 
of making the creator known? Don’t the beautiful trees and forests full of 
colorful flowers and mountains attract our attention towards their amazing 
creator? The truth is that the smallest of flowers is enough to remind us of god. 
But this is possible only when the eyes of our knowledge support our eyes. 

The argument that seeing an idol introduces one to the omnipresent god’s glory 
is completely baseless. Milk contains butter, but it is not visible to the naked eye. 
There is oil in seeds, but is that visible to anyone? The eyes can never obtain 
knowledge about the endless, seeing the inexhaustible. This requires the 
presence of eyes of knowledge. But that is possible only when our thoughts are 
directed inward. Idol worship leads all our tendencies outward; it can never 
provide knowledge about god. If someone wants to experience the majesty of 
that god, then they should have a look at sun which rises every day and lights up 
the world. If you are from the countryside, then you should observe the mustard 
fields loaded with flowers in the spring season. If you belong to a city, you 
should carefully observe the amazing shape and colors of the blossoming 
flowers in a garden. A twig holds the capability of displaying his endless 
magnificence. How can an ugly idol sculpted by an ordinary artist provide that 
knowledge? 


(5) 

“When god is omnipresent, then he resides in the idol as well. We do not 
worship the idol, but the god who resides inside it.” 

The above statement is a mere saying. The behavior of an idol worshipper is 
completely opposite to this. It is true that god is in an idol too, by virtue of being 
omnipresent, but his presence does not make every finite mortal object worthy of 
worship. God resides in flowers, then why are they offered to idols? God is in 



sandalwood, then why is it applied to the idols? God is in water, then why is it 
used to bathe the idol? God is in food, then why is it offered? God is in the 
hands, then why are hands joined and folded? Thus if the intention of a devotee 
was to pray to the omnipresent god residing in an idol, then he would not take 
help of all the above mentioned activities. He considers the idol as god and prays 
to it, not to the god inside it. Puranas gave birth to idol worship, but they 
themselves refute this argument every now and then. Look at the below shloka 
from Bhavishya Purana Chapter 7 - 

■J ■'*• 

fim^TFT a*uidlfedl<H±ld xT I 

The meaning is clear - ‘One who worships Shiva in front of Krishna’s idol and 
prays to Krishna while in front of Shiva, who prays to Shiva, Sun god or Vishnu 
in front of Durga goes to a foolish donkey.’ If the objective of idol worship was 
to worship the god residing in the idols, then the Puranas would not have 
prohibited praying to and worshipping one god in front of the other. 

The aim of prayer is the meeting of soul and god. Yoga is another name for this 
conjunction. But unison can happen only when both are present. The god is 
definitely there in an idol, but not the devotee’s soul. Human heart is the only 
place where life and Brahma both are present. A creature can see Brahma truly 
only in this temple of the heart. The Vedas and Upanishads represent this fact - 

Wise men see god in the heart. 

- <*■ ol hIti^H xm accTl 

The brave men who can see god residing within their soul achieve everlasting 
happiness, and the others do not. 



( 6 ) 

Idol worship might not have any utility for the wise and learned, but it is needed 
for the common people. Educated Hindu youth is already being separated from 
god and religion due to the propagation of Western education and civilization. If 
idols and temple are removed, then the remaining devotion for god and religion 
among the Hindus will also get over and people will become atheists. Therefore 
it is necessary that idol worship is kept alive. Something is better than nothing.” 

The argument or calling idol worship appropriate for common public and 
keeping it alive is a wrong thing. The appropriateness of this argument can only 
be accepted if it is right to not educate a foolish person and let him be ignorant 
or to not treat a patient and let him be ill. There is no influence of religious 
feelings among the common people. Man’s religious tendencies are natural and 
inherent. If they are made aware of the true ritual of worshipping god, they can 
slowly attain the state of elevation. But the selfish interests of priests, clerics and 
many others are obstructive in this. These people try to keep others in darkness. 
The people are instructed to join their hands in front of an idol and offer 
offerings. This is what prayer is. Priests at pilgrimage places follow travelers for 
hundreds of miles for such intentions. Is this what is called religion for which 
idol worship needs to be kept alive? Can the Hindu society be protected only 
through such belief in god? 

The aim of devotion and religion is to elevate human soul and wisdom. But idol 
worship is a ritual which aims at keeping the society ignorant. It makes the 
devotee superstitious and recreant. This is the reason why the priests are the 
superior, even after being in touch with idol worship and centuries of ignorance 
and darkness. One who causes great harm to others is causing harm to himself. 
He is travelling on a wrong path and is satisfied. He believes that he is 
worshipping god and spends his entire life in this blind faith. Actual harm caused 
by all this is to the commoners. The educated society can protect themselves 
from these priests with the help of their wisdom. But our uneducated stratum is 
being wronged by them. Is this the only utility of idol worship for them? 
Muslims and Christians do not worship idols. Is their common society atheist? 
The fact is that their theism is much better than that of the Hindus. Idol worship 
is atheism in itself. Therefore believing that theism can be kept alive through it is 
a second misconception. It is wrong to consider an idol as god and worship it in 
the presence of god, just like it is treason to accept the rule of another ruler and 
follow it in the presence of one regency. Atheism is another name for this 



treason. If the educated youth is bored of religion and heading towards atheism 
today, then its main reason is this imaginary god and the rituals for worshipping 
it. 

We have promoted the false and imaginary form of god, this is the fruit of it. We 
have described the harm caused by idol worship to the Hindu community at 
different instances in this book; therefore we do not want to repeat them here. It 
is right that something is better than nothing but it is also important to think 
about its appropriateness and inappropriateness! If something has undesirable 
consequences, then its absence is much better. One will not consume poison just 
because he does not have anything else to eat. And if he does that, then his death 
is guaranteed. Idol worship is a wrong path. We can never achieve the desired, 
walking on this path. It will always take us away from the directed destination. 

( 7 ) 

“We might not consider the idol to be of god, but if we sense god in it we will 
definitely be blessed with the fruits. Man is rewarded as per his feelings. There is 
a saying too - if you believe it is god, else just a stone.” 

There is a strange rationale about feelings among the Hindus which you can hear 
everywhere. ‘Emotion’ is accepting and knowing something as it is; otherwise is 
the lack of emotion. The reality of an object cannot be altered through feelings 
alone. If we believe that lime with water is milk, can we extract butter from it? 
Can sand taste sweet if we feel it is sugar? Similar, the feeling of fire in water 
cannot drive away the cold. Every person in the world feels like being happy, no 
one ever has feelings for sorrow, but people are still seen to be in sorrow. It is 
often seen that a lot of patients consume poison in place of their medicine, and 
die as a result. Their feeling was that of getting well, then why did they die? 
Qualities and defects of any object cannot be separated from it in spite of having 
the opposite feelings for it. A stone will remain a stone even after sensing it to be 
god. It can neither gain consciousness nor be capable of doing harm or benefit. 

The destruction of hundreds of temples and idols in the country are live 
examples for this. Every Hindu felt that it was god, and would protect them; but 
the result turned out to be the opposite. Idols were destroyed, temples were 
robbed, and our plight is evident from history. Our belief did not help us at all. 


( 8 ) 



“Idols might not be worshipped as god, but seeing the idols of calm and great 
men influences our mind and provides peace to our mind. This is the reason why 
feelings of devotion and dedication instill in us the moment we see a temple or 
an idol.” 

Seeing an idol influences us instantly, only when we have some feelings 
associated to it beforehand. And these feelings can only exist when we have 
some prior knowledge, gained through reading or hearing. Devotion and lack of 
devotion are feelings that take birth from this knowledge. If our feelings are 
good we will view with devotion, and if they are not good faithlessness will take 
birth. The idols that are viewed with eyes full of devotion are seen with 
faithlessness and disgust by Muslims and Christians. If the mind were influenced 
by the mere sight of the idol, even the Muslims would be influenced. But this is 
not what happens. Feelings of devotion and faith towards temples and idols are 
created among the Hindu families since birth. Government gardens in cities have 
statues of British rulers. But no Hindu sees them and joins their hands or bows. 
Nor does his mind get filled with devotion and faith. If no feelings were instilled 
in the mind of a Hindu child, then he would have felt nothing other than remorse 
and disgust towards the huge idol of goddess Kali colored with the blood of 
speechless, innocent and helpless animals. Can the scary idol of Bhairava and 
the embarrassing shape of the Shiv Linga instill any feelings of devotion and 
reverence apart from fear and embarrassment? Therefore these are our 
observances which make us feel devotion and reverence on seeing an idol or a 
temple. 


( 9 ) 

“Idol worship is worshipping our great ancestors. Is it a sin to even pray to great 
men? All the communities worship their ancestors in some way or the other. 
Such worship is prevalent among the Muslims and Christians as well. This 
proves that idol worship is engraved in human mind at its core and he cannot be 
completely separated from it.” 

Before giving the above statement a thought, the meaning of the two words 
‘idol’ and ‘worship’ should be properly understood. An object which has a form 
and shape is called an idol. It is of two types- living and non-living. All living 
organisms are living idols, and those without consciousness are inanimate idols. 
The meaning of worship is respect and honor. It also means right behavior and 
protection in behavioral aspect. Therefore when we say that mother, father and 



teacher are to be worshipful or that they should be worshipped, then it means 
keeping them satisfied through food, water, clothing etc. and happy through 
service and obedience. But for an inanimate object, protecting it is worshipping 
it; not joining hands in front of it, praying to it or offering food because it can 
neither eat nor hear. Therefore worshipping an idol too, like any living thing, is 
an activity void of any sense. Hindus worship the Ganges, pray to it, offer milk 
to the water and contaminate it. They toss coins in the river when a train is 
crossing the bridge. But when there is a flood, this very Ganges floods their 
villages. The British did not worship it like the Hindus, but rather put it to good 
use by building canals and generating electricity, and as a result benefitted from 
it. So whom did the Ganges bless? Calling and considering the popular idol 
worship of the Hindus equivalent to worshipping our ancestors is either not 
understanding the difference between the two or a speech trick. It is no sin to 
respect ancestors or to behave appropriately with their idol or image. You can 
decorate your places with their pictures, keep their statues or place them in 
public places; so that they can remind of an ideal life and sermons and motivate 
to follow their footsteps. But it is ignorance and atheism to treat them like living 
objects - as if they were living - or considering the god and worshipping in 
place of god. Muslims kiss the black stone of Kaaba in spite of not believing in 
idol worship and respect it. The Arab Muslims were also idolaters, as has been 
written earlier. Bowing their heads during their ‘Namaz’ (Muslim prayer) proves 
that only the idol has been removed from in front of them, rest of the ritual stays 
the same. This is how their old customs are being carried forward in some way 
or the other in some way or the other. Similarly, they did not understand the 
question of life and death. They believe that the soul too lives with the body in 
the grave after death. This is why they pray to their graves. But in spite of all 
this, Muslims are monotheists and worship none other than one god. 

Roman Catholic Christians worship Jesus and Mary but the Protestant Christians 
consider it against Christianity. Jesus has himself refuted idol worship. Some 
Europeans carried with them the ancient customs of worshipping idols and they 
promoted the worship of Jesus and his mother Mary, replacing other gods. 

When impure beliefs find a way in the hearts of some person or community, then 
correcting them is no easy task. But what is wrong is wrong. Its flaws do not 
convert to virtues just because it is ancient. A disease’s dreadfulness does not 
lessen just because a lot of people are suffering from it. Such diseases are 
epidemics and should be eradicated as soon as possible. Europe, America and 



other western countries have statues of their leaders in public places in their big 
cities. The way in which these were established is the appropriate respect for 
these great men. This custom of building statues for our leaders has become 
prevalent in our country too. But this is beneficial only in the situation when we 
put it to right use. If they too are misused like the idols of Rama, Krishna, etc. 
then it will only cause harm. This is the exact misuse that has been happening to 
the statues and memorial of Mahatma Gandhi, in spite of being against his 
wishes and principles. This is being done by his devotees, including great leaders 
since the beginning and needs to be stopped. 

( 10 ) 

“When we come to remember great men on seeing their statues, then why god 
can’t be remembered on seeing the idols of Rama, Krishna etc. who are 
incarnations of god?” 

It has been proved elsewhere in this book that neither does god incarnate nor is it 
needed. There is no harm in establishing idols of great people like Rama, 
Krishna etc. but it is hypocritical and ignorance to treat them like living people 
or mistaking them to be god. This only causes harm to the country and 
community, there is no benefit. 


( 11 ) 

“Idol-worship is the first stair to attain god.” 

This analogy is also misleading. Man keeps moving upwards, climbing stairs. 
But idol worship leads towards decline, like we have testified earlier. Apart from 
this, an idolater stays one forever. It is a different thing if his belief is somehow 
removed or gets ceases to exist on its own. Selfless service by living beings, 
respect for scholars and wise men and congregation etc. might be steps to 
attaining god but idol worship is a deep trench which leads mankind towards the 
abyss. This is a blind faith which makes the human heart of stone and his 
wisdom void of knowledge. 


( 12 ) 

“It is a principle of the Vedas that the entire world is Brahma. When the entire 
world is Brahma, what is the harm in considering an idol Brahma again?” 

The entire world is god - this principle is not that of a Vedas presenter. It 



strongly propagates the difference between creature and god. Yes, Shri 
Shankaracharya is of this opinion and his own followers believe in the unison of 
living beings and Brahma. Shri Madhavacharya has strongly opposed this 
principle in his interpretation of the Vedas. This subject is not related to the 
subject present in front of us. If this principle is to be believed then there is no 
difference between the worshipper and the worshipped. Then who will be 
worshipped and why? The question of considering or not considering an idol as 
Brahma does not even arise. If the believers of this principle still feel the need 
for prayer then Shri Shankaracharya has himself refuted idol worship. Therefore 
this argument does not hold any importance either way. 

(13) 

“Just like we have imagined forms of alphabets for formless alphabets and just 
like we imagine the shapeless dot on math with a subtle dot, what is the harm if 
we imagine an idol having a form for the formless god?” 

Imagination is needed in the absence or scarcity of something substantial. 
Alphabets with shapes are imagined to fill the empty spaces filled by the absence 
of formless alphabets and words. If our words could be heard everywhere and 
always then we would have neither needed to imagine alphabets nor writing. 
God is omnipresent and omniscient; therefore there is no question of imagining 
an alternative in its place. If it is said that imagination is needed just because it 
cannot be seen, then it can be said that not been seen does not prove the absence 
of something. The sky and the words can never be seen, but they are not absent. 
Among the object that is imagined and the one that is the subject of imagination, 
one has to be tangible. Language scientists know that alphabets are not idols of 
formless alphabets, but imagination of the shape of the lips while pronouncing 
them. The alphabets of all other languages are an evolved form of them. In this 
way, a dot would be considered similar to the dot used in math as long as it is as 
subtle as possible. A big round symbol would never be appropriate to be called 
or considered a dot. The huge shape of an elephant can be compared to a 
mountain, but it cannot be imagined with the help of a water body, although both 
have a form. Among god and a stone idol there is nothing without a form. Idols 
were not built keeping in mind the formless god in the first place. Instead, men 
were considered incarnations and idols were imagined. A word which does not 
have a shape cannot be seen but can be heard. A subject of the ears was made a 
subject for the eyes through imagination for the sake of convenience. But the 



god who is not a subject of any sense, how can it be made a subject for 
comprehension by any sense? It is only a subject of experience. 

(14) 

“Time is formless, but in spite of that it can be known through a material clock. 
Similarly, god can be known through idol.” 

Clock in an instrument using which we classify and measure time which is a 
result of the earth rotating once in front of the sun and gives rise to day and 
night. A clock is not an idol of time, nor can it give correct knowledge until is it 
calibrated as per sunrise and sunset. A non-functional clock cannot even measure 
time, and then it is too far-fetched to think of knowing time with the help of it. 
Therefore a clock can be somehow called an idol of the sun, since its working 
depends largely on the sun. but is never an idol of the formless time. 

(15) 

“Just like kids can learn about mountains and rivers from a map, an idol can help 
people learn about god.” 

Mountains, rivers, earth etc. are all tangible objects. Map is a miniature version 
of them. It is not a false or impossible imagination. But the god is not tangible. 
In such a state, a picture or idol cannot be imagined. 

(16) 

“Words are formless but they can be given a form by saving in a gramophone 
record. Why can’t an idol for the formless god be made in the same way?” 

Words always remain formless, whether they are spoken from the throat or using 
a sound box. The difference is in type only. Man pronounces them with the help 
of his vocal cords, whereas a gramophone does with the help of some 
instruments. But both of them are formless. 

(17) 

“When a piece of paper or metal has the picture of some king or emperor 
engraved on them, they become valuable. Similarly, an idol becomes sacred on 
considering it that of god.” 

A currency note, bill or coin does not become valuable just because it has the 



picture, seal or signature of some emperor. Their value depends on the reputation 
of the state. The state takes on the responsibility of paying that amount. This is 
the reason why the currency note has no value once the country changes, just 
like a trader’s bills are reduced to pieces of papers when he becomes bankrupt. 
God is formless, and does not have any shape or idol. Therefore are the idol 
worshippers not punishable, in the same way as the ones who promote fake 
coins? 


(18) 

“Idol is the body of god, and the incarnate becomes happy on worshipping the 
body. Thus idol worship is right.” 

The law calls 11 - the shelter of activity, senses, meaning 

as body. Idol has no qualities of a body. If it is argued that the universe has been 
called the body of god, and similarly an idol is also his body. But calling the 
universe the body of god is just a metaphor, not the truth. An idol does not 
become the god’s body just by the mortal-immoral relation. Otherwise, even our 
bodies would be called the body of god. Then we could have worshipped our 
own bodies to please god, there was no need for idols. Else, all the substances 
are the bodies of god, the whole debate about idols is pointless. 

(19) 

“Just like the fire has a formless and a tangible form, the god too has a tangible 
and a formless form. This is why the formless god is worshipped without a form, 
and the other form of god is worshipped as a body. Idol worship is another name 
of worshipping the form.” 

The natural form of fire is the one with a form. One with a natural tangible form 
cannot be formless ever. The scriptures have described two states of fire - one 
incredible, another ordinary. When the sparks of fire are separated they cannot 
be seen; but they can be seen when they are created as a result of rubbing. This 
does not mean that they are formless as they cannot be seen. Butter cannot be 
seen in milk, nor can oil be seen in sesame - but it appears on treating it rightly. 
This does not mean butter or oil did not exist earlier, and appeared later. If 
something is formless it will stay formless forever. Once again, two opposite 
qualities cannot reside in the same object, as has been written earlier. Therefore 
god should either be considered formless or not. If it is said that god is formless 



but takes a form sometimes, then firstly a formless object can never take a form; 
even if we agree for a while, then god will no longer remain formless after 
taking a form and will become confined. Once god is confined, he will no longer 
be omnipresent or omniscient. Once he is not omnipresent and omniscient, he 
will not be the one who rewards, nor could he be capable of running the world as 
per rules. Then what do you mean by having a form? Does it begin to have a 
shape like inanimate objects? If this is true, then what is the difference between 
him and lifeless inanimate objects? It can be said that it remains formless like 
life but still takes on a body. Even then he will have to go through all the 
diseases that a body goes through, he will not remain free of flaws and diseases. 
The body is a reward of our deeds; therefore it can never become free of reward 
and punishment. In this state, he no longer remains god and becomes a creature. 
This is what actually happens on believing in incarnations. The meaning of 
worshipping the formless and the form is not what you believe it to be. Does the 
god not have any qualities because of being formless? The numbers of virtues 
present in a formless thing are not present in those which take a form. Life is 
formless; it has so many qualities and so much power! All the qualities are 
themselves formless. Thus an object does not possess qualities just because it 
has a shape. The fact is that when we remember and keep in mind the justice, 
benevolence, joy and other virtues of god, so that we can also imbibe them, then 
it is called worshipping the qualities. Similarly, we worship the formless when 
we instill in ourselves the immortal, infinite etc. qualities. The effect of this kind 
of worship is that the worshipper becomes free of qualities. If god is immortal, 
then he too becomes immortal. The worshipper does not gain anything, in fact 
loses just like it happens in worshipping the form. But this loss gives him peace 
and satisfaction. This feeling is clearly expressed in the following mantra of the 
Kathopnishad- 
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Meaning, god cannot be spoken, not touched, not smelled, does not have a form, 
and is unavoidable, immortal, and infinite. In this way, man escapes from the 
shackles of death by gaining definite knowledge of the almighty. 



( 20 ) 

“Girls play with dolls initially, but stop it after marriage. Similarly, we first 
worship idols and will abandon it once we find god.” 

y Tci i Tpql , j? <*i I 
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Idol worship is considered the means to attaining god. But playing with dolls is 
not similar as it is not the means to get married. If this were true, all parents 
would be free of the concern of getting their daughters married. Doll games are a 
way of recreation for kids. Is idol worship also recreation? What can be said 
about the girl who has grown old but still plays with dolls? People grow old but 
do not abandon idol worship which is equivalent to playing with dolls. The fact 
is that valuable money and time of an idol worshipper gets spent in this game. 
This unfortunate person believes that he is going closer to god through this. A 
child finds the game of dolls a game, but even a grown up person finds idol 
worship is god worship. What can be said about this ignorance? 

( 21 ) 

“Idol worship might not have any merits, but is at least a legacy of our ancestors 
that has been there for hundreds of years. Therefore there is no harm to keep it 
alive, as an ancient custom, if not as a religion.” 

It has been proved at multiple places in this book that idol worship is not a 
blessing of our ancient sages and saints. It took birth in the era of the Puranas, 
after this country had half degenerated post Mahabharata. In spite of everything, 
any ritual is not worth following just because it has been going on for ages. We 
have to think about its merits and demerits. Any community, which sticks to a 
malpractice because his ancestors have been doing that, gets devastated soon. 
Just like it is necessary to uproot and throw away the weeds that grow near trees, 
it is also important to eradicate the malpractices in a society for its upliftment. 
We have thrown light on the harm caused by idol worship to Hindu community 
in this book. Keeping a malpractice alive which has hollowed the entire mental 
and social life, just because it has stuck to us like a leech for centuries, is 
equivalent to suicide. 


( 22 ) 



“Idol worship is equivalent to the soul of the present Hindu community. It cannot 
be ended without severe revolution. But this creates the fear of strong upheaval 
among the community and mutual psychic. This will turn obstructive in the rise 
of the nation and organization. Therefore does not appear beneficial to say 
anything against idol worship at least in the present situation, even though it is 
harmful.” 

There is no doubt in that idol worship is the lifeline of the ancient Hindu 
religion. The entire structure of Hinduism is built around it. It is also true that 
ending it would need a strong revolution. But no reformation can be halted just 
for the fear of revolution. Deadlier the disease, stronger should be the treatment. 
Treatment cannot be cancelled because the patient will be pained by surgery. We 
have proved earlier that idol worship has committed atrocities on the 
independence and organization of the Hindu community. A disease cannot be 
cured without removing the root cause. Similarly, as long as the root cause of 
dividing and subdividing the Hindu community, idol worship, is not ended, it is 
presumptuous to dream of Hindu unity and progress. Revolution can never be 
pleasant, whether it is political or religious. One has to go through tortures, 
atrocities and everything else. But revolution is a sign of life, it cannot be 
neglected. Neglecting religious and social reforms in the name of national 
independence is also short-sightedness. The root cause of India’s dependence is 
not religious and social. 

Some people propose that political reform comes first, religious and social come 
later. We ask them that how did they decide that people who control the regency 
are all reformers? Common people only elect the Vidhan Sabha (state assembly); 
As long as they are not reformed, it is impossible to elect representatives who 
are pro-reformation. This task has to be carried out still by those who experience 
the need for these reforms. Even the assemblies are afraid to interfere in reforms 
which are not approved by the masses. History stands testimony that in spite of 
controlling the regency, we could not keep it stable because of religious and 
social discords. 


(23) 

“There is no polytheism in Hinduism. If you stand beside any devotee in a 
temple and listen to his prayers, then you will know that he uses all the 
adjectives for god like formless for the idol.” 

We have proved through multiple evidences that one community of Hindus does 



not only prohibit worshipping the god worshipped by another community, but 
even criticizes it. Not just this, there are differences among the gods of the same 
community as well. Vaishnava community considers both Rama and Krishna as 
incarnations. But one group gives more importance to Rama and the other to 
Krishna, and both are not ready to worship each other’s idols. 

It is famous about Vaishnava Shri Goswami Tulsidas that when he came to 
Mathura then said on seeing the idol- 
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HpRft ZTFH<F 3^ II 

He did not bow till the time Krishna’s idol did not take Rama’s form by taking a 
bow and arrow. The above incident might be completely untrue, but is sufficient 
to prove that there are differences present among the Vaishnavas. 

“gr^dHldl^HlHlft H 11 - do not go to a Jain temple in spite of 

an elephant attack. This popular saying is another live example. Hindu 
worshipper has firm belief in incarnation. Thus, if he sometimes includes 
adjectives for formless god in his prayers, then it does not prove that he is 
worshipping the formless god, and not the idol. He believes in both the aspects 
of god, the formless and the one who has a form. Therefore he includes the 
adjectives of formlessness in his prayers for idols. Apart from this, there are 
many stories in the Puranas which vividly describe gods and goddesses, their 
birth, marriage, childbirth and battles. It is delusive to say that Hinduism is not 
polytheistic, in the presence of these sagas. 

(24) 

“A tree is known by its fruits. When we see that there have been, or are many 
great people who believe in idol worship, whose ideal character and will power 
are worth imitating; then how can we agree that idol worship is a sin?” 

Are the descriptions of the terrifying consequences given in this book not 
sufficient to familiarize this tree which has poisonous fruits? Which sin is not 
committed in the name of this? Our temples, pilgrimages, priests and Brahmins 
are all live examples of this. Which malpractice like lie, fraud, trick, and atrocity 
does not accompany this? Which creature has never been sacrificed in front of 
this demon, be it innocent helpless animals or humans? Even today, the killing of 
countless mute animals in the name of idol worship is a disgrace to a pious word 



like ‘prayer’. Immoral practices like the Devdasi tradition are fruits of this 
libertine tree! The intellectual, social and our centuries old political servitude all 
ill effects of idol worship. 

If we carefully have a look at people who have become great in spite of 
believing in idol worship, then we will come to know that idol worship had no 
importance in their daily lives. They were not idol worshippers themselves, just 
believed in it. It might be either because it was traditional, or because they did 
not consider it especially harmful. Their entire life can be found filled with the 
rules and self-restraint. It has been written earlier that only the first two 
components of yoga - self-control and rules are enough to make a person great. 
Accomplishing the eight components lead a person to that state which is difficult 
to even imagine in this world today. Then these great men were not ancestors 
whose every activity is imitable. Apart from this, we have we have presented in 
this book many evidences of the Vedas and historical proofs from the Ramayana 
era till the Mahabharata era; and tried to determine that the greatness and 
splendor of the Arya community during that time was just a universal prevalence 
of worshipping the formless Brahma. It does not seem right to write more on 
what can be the importance of evidences of modern and astray great men in front 
of the evidences concerning ancient scriptures and ancestors. The analysis of 
idol worship through rationale by Raja Ram Mohan Roy, great social reformer of 
modern times Swami Dayanand and other Hindu saints are no less important. 




Chapter 15 

Methods of Worship 


What should be our method of prayer in the absence of idol worship? This is a 
question which is often considered complex, or made complex and presented to 
the common people. We have tried to prove in this book that idol worship began 
after the Mahabharata era and it has no relation with our ancient Vedic religion 
or culture. When idol worship was not prevalent in this country, common people 
had a common all-rounder method of worship. Our scriptures and history throw 
apt light on this topic. Then why is this question considered complicated? It is 
clear that the supporters of idol worship want to keep it alive, behind this. It has 
been discussed more than necessary in the book that why do they wish to keep it 
alive. 

There is no component of yoga that is beyond the reach of common man. But 
still, it cannot be denied that not everyone is capable of being a great follower of 
yoga, just like not every person is a scientist, litterateur or artist of the highest 
level. It is true that one gets rewarded as per the hard work they do. But every 
creature cannot remain uninfluenced by the environment he grew up in and its 
preconceptions. We cannot properly understand this abnormality of the world 
unless we understand that ‘life’ is the child of preconceptions of different lives. 
Therefore the need for a method of worship, which can lead every person to self¬ 
development along with material progress, is always experienced everywhere. 
Ancient Arya community was not unaware of this method. Our scriptures give a 
strong message for every man and woman, young and aware, to pray every 
morning and evening regularly. Our ancient history makes it evident, which we 
have proved as and when required. This practice has not disappeared even today, 
after the prevalence of idol worship. But it has changed slightly in form over 
time. 

This practice of worship is structured based on the yoga. Everyone can, if they 
want and as per their interest, use it to move forward towards self-development 
and finally to the state of enlightenment, the entire method, involving breathing 
exercises, enchanting mantras and taking a dip is very simple and 



comprehensible. Every educated person can perform them with some effort and 
practice. But the question of appropriate worship technique for the illiterate 
masses still remains, whose population is unfortunately around 80 percent in this 
country today. As is mentioned earlier, yoga describes a common method for 
every class of people alike, whether they are scholarly or undisciplined, literate 
or illiterate. There is a simple trick of enchanting ‘Om’ given by yoga for the 
uneducated - d I Enchanting ‘Om’ and thinking about its 

meaning is extremely simple, which the children and elderly, educated and 
uneducated all can equally benefit from. Similarly, the Gayatri mantra can be 
enchanted, with meaning, and practiced with some effort. Gayatri mantra has 
great importance in our religion just like ‘Om’ enchanting. Enchanting mantras 
is also a means of concentration of the mind. Therefore ordinary educated people 
can take appropriate advantage from it. 

What is especially needed regarding enchanting is ‘thought to meaning’ which 
has been forgotten by everyone unfortunately. A Hindu believes that enchanting 
mantras alone, even without knowing meaning, eradicates his sins. But we 
cannot fully benefit from mantras till the time we do not understand the 
meaning, nor can our thoughts be influenced by that. The aim of enchanting is 
the purity of thoughts and the concentration of the mind. If it cannot fulfill both 
of these then its importance is no more than a parrot’s rote enchant. Therefore 
meaning and thought are important along with enchanting. 

Arya religion instructs every human being to the continuous ritual of five yajnas. 
Brahma yajna is one of these. Meditation, enchanting, introspection and 
discourse - all fall under this. Therefore it is required of everyone that they 
constantly practice morning and evening prayer, enchant mantras, study 
scriptures like Vedas religiously and giving others whatever knowledge one has 
gained. But on one hand prayer has been replaced by idol worship among the 
Hindu community, whereas on the other hand self-knowledge has either 
disappeared or replaced by Ramayana, Bhagwat etc. scriptures; and the 
knowledge of Vedas, Smriti and other scriptures has almost disappeared. The 
religious knowledge of the common people is nothing more than he stories of 
Rama and Krishna. Another reason for this is that the right to study the Vedas in 
ancient times was restricted to the Brahmins only. There was no such restriction 
for studying the Vedas during the Vedic period. In such a condition, it is not 
surprising that religious literature of the highest level like the Vedas etc. is no 
longer related to common people. Hindu community today is hardly aware of its 



ancient religious literature. Its knowledge is limited to a few historical stories 
and epics. Therefore in order to revive the Arya religion, it is very much needed 
that we instill among Hindus an interest for their ancient religious literature once 
again. 

Among the five yajnas, the second is ‘Dev-yajna’ which is known as offering 
prayers to god in front of fire. This too holds an important position in the life of 
an Arya. There is the ritual of performing it every morning and evening, like we 
have described earlier. These two kinds of prayers had an important place in our 
daily routine till the Mahabharata era. The decline of these methods began with 
our decline. During the Ramayana, Rama had to fight fierce battles in order to 
protect these yajnas. But blood and flesh which were considered unholy began to 
be offered to the fire as animal sacrifice. It began to be considered right to even 
sacrifice helpful and innocent animals like the cow. As a result, holy religious 
acts like the yajna were abandoned during the Buddhism era because of these 
flaws. Worshipping god is another name for yajna. It is not surprising that god- 
worship became synonymous with idol worship. Today if you ask any Hindu the 
meaning of praying to god he would immediately reply that it refers to 
worshipping the idols placed in temples. Similarly, words like temple (abode of 
god) etc. were used for yajna-halls in the ancient times. But today we get 
surprised on seeing these words and feel that idol worship was prevalent even 
then. The word temple has become a dogma now, whose meaning has become 
synonymous with idol worship. The construction of a Shiva temple is the same 
as that of a yajna-hall. The word mandap (open hall) is still used for it in the 
province of Bombay. Shiva temples are made quadrilateral or octagonal 
everywhere. Its peak is comparable to the peak of the fire of yajna. It is not 
surprising that in some leftist era, these yajna halls were converted to Shiva 
temples. Some scholars are of this opinion. In the middle of a Shiva temple, the 
Shiva linga is placed in the middle of a circular altar. They say about it that it is 
the stage where the fire was lit. Thus it is not just an assumption but something 
factual in the assumption that idol worship took birth from the remains of the 
ancient Vedic yajna ritual. Evening prayer in a religious act performed 
individually, whereas yajna is a constant routine act performed in masses. Arya 
ritual is that every householder performs the fire prayer every morning and 
evening together with his family. Similarly, there was the tradition of performing 
such prayers in masses and socially after the completion of a fortnight, month, 
quarter and half year till the time of Mahabharata. Festivals like Diwali (winter 
half-yearly), Holi (summer half-yearly) are all adaptations of such yajnas. 



Similarly the important full moon nights of the Hindu months of Aashadha, 
Kartika, and Falgun are reminisces of the quarterly yajnas. Yajnas like 
Ashwamedha, Gomedha etc. have a national character. The importance and 
prevalence of fire at time was so much in this country that every holy occasion 
was begun with lighting the fire. The primacy of praying to the fire remains a 
ritual even today and reminds us of those times. Worshipping the fire purify and 
refine the five elements - sky, fire, air, water and earth. This is worshipping 
these elements and is therefore named as god-prayer. When the atmosphere is 
pure, we are instantly protected from multiple contagious diseases. It is 
indisputable that praying through fire has an amazing influence on our mind and 
health. Every person can experience this through some effort and expense. 

Arya community has moved far away from its culture and tradition. But its buds 
are still present as seeds. The need is for some leadership and guidance. The 
community was being misguided by several religions for thousands of years. 
Many mischiefs and malpractices found their way into it in the name of religion. 
However, Vedic emotions similar to the fire under the ashes have not completely 
disappeared. If the steersmen of the Hindu community rise above selfishness and 
wish to rekindle that divine fire, then it still holds the capability of glowing once 
again and lighting up the world. This community has seen many bad times, but 
even then its ancient glory never completely became extinct. It is still an owner 
of many precious gems in spite of being poor and can still give something to the 
world. Will we offer some self-sacrifice for its sake? 



